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LETTERS OF THE BYRD FAMILY 
(Continued) 


Contributed, chiefly, by Mr. William Byrd, of New York City 


Letters from William Byrd, 2nd. 
To GovERNOoUR JONSTON® 


Virginia 21st Dec 1735. 


I am sorry your Excellency had so unhappy a Reason for 
your not honouring us, with your Company, at our last Genl 
Court; The seasonings in that moist Clymate, are probably 
more rude & unmercifull, to strangers than they are here, 
tho even amongst us, People sometimes meet with an indif- 
ferent wellcome. I reckon yours are as bad as Zealand agues 
which almost shake the bones, out of Joint. Never-the-less, I 
make no doubt but the Bark* will subdue them if it be good, 
& has not undergone a gentle Decoction, before it comes hither. 
But the repeating Ounce must be swallowed or the Distemper 
wlil as surely return, as speech to a Silent woman. Your 
Excellency gives us great pleasure in the hopes of kissing 


*Governor Johnston, of North Carolina. 


* Peruvian Bark—Quinine. 
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yr hand here at Westover: The worst of it is those Hopes 
sicken a little at their being so long deferr’d. I wish you had 
changed your Air, just after your Illness & permitted us to 
nurse you into a perfect recovery. Such a small Excursion 
too, might have been some Relief to your Cares, some Truce, 
to the Fatigue ,of makeing a Stubborn People, happy against 
their Wills. That is a difficult Task, but Prudence, & Mod- 
eration, a Deaf Ear to violent Councils, & makeing your officers 
detest oppression as mortally as you do Your-self, will go a 
great way towards performing it. I humbly thank you Sir 
for your kind disposition to favour me all you can, about my 
Land. But I hope where there is so much Justice, there will 
be the less need of favour. I purchased my Land for a valu- 
able consideration, of those who had it given them, by that 
Government, for the charge and fatigue they had been at in 
running the Dividing Line, My Patent, was an authentick 
Patent, signed by the Governour and Council ,with-out any 
manner of Fraud, & dated too on the 9th of December 1728 
& the Kings Purchase, was not ’til July 1729. For this reason, 
I wonder who cou’d misinform your Excellency, so grossly, 
to tell you it was after the Kings right accrued. Thus, I shall 
never be under any apprehension, in an English Government, 
where Truth & Justice will have a fair Hearing, At least, 
not in the administration of a Gentleman, who is not only a 
Friend, but a Pattern of those virtues. My Intention was to 
settle a little colony, up that way, which would not only be a 
Guard, to the Frontiers, but would encourage the takeing up 
Lands, in those Parts. How much that good project, may 
be obstructed, by any cavils about my Title, I cant tell, but I 
shall be cautious, til I see what our Court of Equity, shall de- 
termine, which I wish, may decide matters, in such a manner, 
as to deserve its Name. I heartily wish you may bring your 
good purposes, into execution, but if I know anything, of 
that people, I fear you will meet with great difficultys; Con- 
fusion, is not easily reduced into order, nor will a high hand 
do it, with-out you had some Regiments to back it. Your 
Excellency will pardon my freedom but turning People out 
of their possessions and reducing them to beggary & Dispair; 
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is a new way to quiet a Country, in the opinion of Sr your 


&c &c. 

To Cot. Spotswoop* 

30th December 1735. 
I ought to have acknowledged the honour of your letter 

before now, and the satisfaction I had in hearing that you and q 

your Family were well; all I am able to say for myself is J 


that tho I am slow, I am sure, & wherever I am long lookt { 
for I come at last. If I survive the Fall I shall have the very q 
great Pleasure, of kissing your Hand at Germanna, when we 
come to reconnoitre the Branches of the Rappahanock River. 
With-out reverencing the Snow, that begins to whiten my 
Head, and with-out favouring that most Fatal of all Periods, 
the grand Clymacterick, they have named me one of the Com- 
missioners, for Settleing the Bounds betwixt the King, & my 
Lord Fairfax. I suspect the Council, has done me this hon- 
our, with the wicked design, of wearing the oldest out first, 
& making a vacancy near the Chair. Yet, they may happen 
to be bit, because so much exercise & change of Air, may f 
probably renew my Age, & enable me to hold out, with the most 
, vigorous of them, except your old Friend the Commissary 
(Blair). The person, who has had the honour to wait upon 
you, with this letter, is a man, of a Good Family, but either 1 
by the Frowns of Fortune, or his own mismanagement, is . 
obliged to seek his Bread, a little of the latest in a Strange ‘ 
Land. His name is Bridges,“ & His Profession, is Painting, 
and if you have any Employment for him in that way, he will 
be proud, of obeying your commands. He has drawn my 


* Alexander Spotswood, formerly governor of Virginia. J 


“Charles Bridges, an artist who painted many portraits in Virginia, 
probably remaining actively at work in his profession as late as 1750. 4 
Many of his portraits are extant and almost always, in the case of 
4 women, can be known by a lock of hair resting on, or in front of the a 
shoulder. In the order book of Caroline county for October, 1740, in : 
the laying of the county levy for that year, it is directed that 1,600 
pounds of tobacco be sold for money “to pay Charles Bridges for draw- 4 
ing the King’s Arms for the use of the County Court”, doubtless a q 
} framed painting of the royal arms to hang in the court room. ‘a 
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children, & several others in the neighborhood ; & ’tho he have 
not the Masterly Hand of a Lilly, or a Kneller, yet, had he 
lived so long ago, as when places were given to the most 
Deserving, he might have pretended to be serjeant Painter of 
Virginia. I am Sir yours &c &c &c. 


To “Cousin TAYLOR” 


Virginia the 25th February 1736. 

To Cousin Taylor, There is some danger of my being in 
disgrace with my Dear Cousin for haveing been so sleepy a 
correspondent, But I can tell you I did awake about 6 months 
ago & wrote you a letter, a long one, and I had then some- 
thing to tell you that I believed might be worth the postage. 
We have had a rot amongst our gen’l Court Lawyers—Hol- 
loway is dead here, & Hopkins dyed in England & made room 
for 2 other oraters to succeed them at the bar. And for 
your greater Encouragement I told you from the Knight’s, 
own mouth that you might depend on all assistance he could 
give you. Also that you had some friends upon the Bench, 
on whose favour you might rely. All these allurements I 
laid in your way, but to as little purpose as Peg Smart us’d 
to spread her charms at Sunbridge. 


To Francis Orway 


A fragment of a letter to Brother Otway in the same year, 
(1736). 

My dear Brothers Transactions with the flinty Peter Waters 
is not a greater Benefit to the Estate, than is a Credit, to the 
Skill that conducts it so happily. I must needs be of your 
opinion to convert as much of your Income as possible into 
Ground Rents, which will stand every Calamity but an Earth- 
quake. Houses God knows are very uncertain estate, lying at 
the Mercy of Fire & Tempest and tho they be so lucky as to 

*John Hollaway, long Speaker of the House of Burgesses and 
Treasurer, and William yao: were for many years leading prac- 
titioners at the bar of the General Court. Sir John Randolph (doubt- 


less the “Knight” referred to in the letter) wrote sketches of them 
which have been printed. 
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escape those Disasters will be subject to decay, and conse- 
quently to Repairs. And these will bring the Plague of 
Workmen who make no Bones of abusing the honest Land- 
lord as much as they can. Lord what can Madam Emmit, 
mean by keeping the Papers relating to our Law Suit! I 
can see no advantage she can make of it, unless She has been 
bribed by Master Farwell or our Honoured Mother. I hope 
my Lord Chancellour will send her to the Fleet for Iniquity 
& contempt. ‘May that & every other Obstacle be removed, ] 
that stands in the Way of discharging the Estate. My friend q 
the Alderman’ grows very clamorous for his money, not- 4 
withstanding he has the Modesty to take 5 per cent, & there- 4 
fore I shoud be glad to stop his Mouth with the £2000, that 
will be due to my Wife. This woud stay his stomach & a 
little time woud enable me to ballance his account which I 


should esteem a Jubelee indeed, & the rather because it would | 
enable me to make you a visit which I long for of all things 4 
in the World. j 


To Mr. 


To Mr. Smith, Merchant, England. | 
i Sir I have sundry of your Favours to acknowledge & _ 
particularly that of sending my Goods by the Rappahanock, 
which had a short Passage, as most other Ships from London q 
have met with this year. Quite different from those bound | 
hither from Bristol, which are not yet arrived, altho they have 
been long at Sea. Mrs. Byrd wishes you marryd, God forgive 
her, because then she fancys you woud be able to manage Fe- 
male commissions something better. Hereafter you will have 


* The reference is to the mother of Mrs. Byrd and Mrs. Otway who F 
had married a second time and was placing many obstacles in the way i 
of their obtaining their shares of their father’s estate. 

* Alderman Micajah Perry, of London, to whom Col. Byrd owed a ‘ 
lage amount on account of the Parke estate. See previous note on the 
subject. 

*It seems to have been a common custom in colonial days for the ‘ 
wives of Virginia merchants in London and elsewhere to execute 
“female commissions”, for the wives and daughters of their husbands’ i] 
Virginia correspondents. | 
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her particular complaints, but now I shall only tell you, that 
the little time the goods lay in the Ship made them come in 
good order. You will receive, if it please God, this Ship the 
Industry, gets safe to you, 12 hdds of Stemmed Tobacco, 
which will, not only be free from the faults you mention, but 
I hope from all other, At least the Inspectors tell me, it is the 
best that has past thro their Hands this year. I make no 
question but you will do your utmost to give the best Evidence 
of their being Right, by obtaining the most favourable Price. 


To “Cousin TAYLOR” 


In the same year to “Cousin Taylor” in England. 

The Picture my Dear Cousin Taylor drew of our ever 
Honoured Mother, is done to the Life. Indeed She seems like 
the Sphinx to be of a Species by her self & stands alone, 
Quite unallyed to any other of God’s creatures. Her Temper 
is so unhappy that she cant be a friend to her self: so other 
People, have the less cause to complain. For the sake of a 
Favourite, she treats her other children, as if she were not 
their Mother, & to be even with her, that Favourite behaves 
to her as if she were not her child. Thus, she suffers from 
the Hand of her Darling, because in the same Breath that she 
reproaches her, She must condemn Herself. Were it not for 
a Sturdy Constitution, so sensible an affliction joind with so 
lively a Remorse, woud bring her Grey hairs with sorrow to 
the Grave. But a Brother so just & generous as Capt. Otway 
makes amends for so untractable a Mother. God send his 
second trip to Scarborough may restore him to perfect Health. 


To Mr. HANBuRY 


Virginia the 20th March 1736. 

I saluted you Sir, by Capt Crane very lately & the Tobacco 
which He could not take in I have sent you by the good Ship 
Industry, which I hope will tread upon his heels. You now 
receive the Bill of Lading for 6 Hdds, which our Inspectors 
commend very much, tho I hope you will give it the best 
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commendation by allowing it a good price. You have been 
so deafened with loud Reports of a mighty Cropp this year, 
but twill certainly fall short yr expectations. One comfort 
is the Tobacco proves very good & we take all the care we 
can to keep the Inspectors to a Punctual Discharge of their 
Duty. Sir Jno Randolph is dead, & unless his Brother Isham 
return to his own Element the Sea, I fear he wont survive Him 
many years. He is an Israelite with out Guile and his virtues 
will merit any Service you will; be so kind as to render Him. 
I hope the Bustle he is in to dispatch Capt Reed will do Him 
good, & you too. We have had a severe Winter, that has for 
two months interrupted all Business both by Land & by Water 
but we shall be made amends, by having our Air purifyd from 
all Distempers. I Heartily wsih you well & am Yours &c. 


Part oF A LETTER TO “SisTER OTway” IN KENSINGTON 


Va. the 30th June 1736. 

“ « “Tis strange news my Dear Sister tells me that 
she’s so great a Stranger to the Drawing Room, that our 
Gracious Queen’ was forct to inquire her out. I, find tis ex- 
actly the same thing with people who live near the Court, 
as tis said to be with those that live near the Church. How- 
ever Madam, after so Favourable a Reception, sure you went 
often enough after that, to save Her Majesty the trouble of 
asking the same Question again Who knows now, but the 
Queen by the help of her Discerning Spirit, read so many 
good Conditions in your Face, as to make you a Rival of 
Mrs, Clayton. If this come to pass (as it most certainly did, 
if Her Majesty understands Physigonomy) I hope you will 
speak a good word for a Friend in Virginia, who would think 
it the greatest advantage fo a fat Place to be near you & Mr. 
Otway. And now I mention being near you, I wont forget 
to thank you both very kindly for being so good as to offer 
me an appartment when I come to England, The comfort I 
shoud take in such Engaging Company, with-out a vast deal 


*Caroline of Anspach, wife of George II. She was “a woman of 
sound judgment and wide intellectual interests”. 
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of self denyal, were enough to make me fond of the Invitation, 
if I did not make a conscience always of being troublesome 
to my Friends. Besides I shoud think it for my advantage 
to husband my visits to those I love believing that like many 
other things from abroad, I should have no other Merit but 
that of being a Rarity. Nothing has happened new in this 
Family. We jogg on Soberly & peacefully in our State of 
Innocence, enjoying all the Blessings of a comfortable Sun, 
and a fertile Soil. Our comforts like those of the good 
Patriarchs are mostly domestique, observing with a partial de- 
light how the Flowers of our planting improve. Our lives are 
uniform with-out any great variety, till the Seasons brings 
in the Ships. Then we tear open the Letters they bring us 
from our Friends, as eagerly as a greedy Heir tears open a 
Rich Fathers Will. But as no Pleasure derived from this 
imperfect world flows clear to us: So every time Mrs. Byrd 
hears from any of you, She sleeps no more the Live-long- 
night. Therefore I find it necessary, when any English Let- 
ters come to hand late in the day, to Pocket ’em up till next 
morning. Thus when Madam has the whole day before her, 
perhaps her joy may evaporate, so far as to allow her some 
Rest. In this Prudent Manner Female Passions, require to 
be managed some-times, to confine them in Bounds & keep 
them like a high-Mettled Horse, from running away with 
their owner. I wish my dear Sister, just Faith enough & not 
too much & am with great affection &c &c &c. 


Extracts From a Very MutTiILatep LETTER To Lorp EcMont 


Westover July 1736. 

Can nothing be done for an old Friend of 40 years ac- 
quaintance to help Him? I have seen you do good to others 
with abundance of pleasure, & I believe you have had as 
much pleasure in your time as any man living. I wish I 
could persuade you to take a little upon my account by speak- 
ing a good word for me to yr Friend Sir Robert. I have 
now taken my Degrees for a small Government haveing served 
His Majesty as one of his Council full 30 years. And tis a 


2 
| 
Ppa 


) 
q 
I 
FRANCES PARKE, q 
d Wife of John Custis. i 
a Courtesy of Washington and Photograph from Frick Art 


Lee University. Reference Library, New York. : 


4 
| 
S 
| 
Li 


ot 
nee 


LETTERS OF THE BYRD FAMILY 217 


little reasonable after being so long a Sharer in all the Trouble 
of the Government, to come at last to the Profit of it. 

I am sorry to say it but most of the worthy gentlemen sent to 
Govern in this part of the world are more intent to represent 
the Kings authority & making their Fortunes than to have 
leizure to study the Good of the People & of the Country. 
I am obliged to you for the compliments you are pleased to 
make my Poor Performances. Tis a sign you never saw them 
that you Judge so favourably. It will sound like a Joke when 
I tell you I have not time to finish that work (note, History 
of the Dividing Line & Journey to the Land of Eden) But 
tis verily I have not, for I am always engaged in some Project 
for improving our Infant Colony. The present Scheme is, 
to found a City at the Falls of James River, & plant a colony 
of Switzers on my Land upon Roanoke, For this good Pur- 
pose, I expect to make a beginning with one hundred Families 
of them at the Fall of the year. These are no small Enter- 
prizes you'll say, & I shall need all the Virtues of Ginseng to 
make me live long enough to bring them to perfection. I 
most heartily congratulate your Lordship upon the marriage 
of my Lord Percivale, May he have all the Joys that Lovers 
have in Prospect, that Poets have discribed or Inclinations 
painted. May it all be made real & permanent to that Happy 
Pair. We have been alarmed this summer, with a Story that 
your Colony of Georgia was going to be attackt by the Span- 
iards. We just believed the Report enough to send one man 
of War that way, who Saild thither as soon as the Ship coud 
be fitted, & the men got together, which for Shamefull Reasons 
coud not be very soon. However she Saild at last & got there 
time enough as it happened, but found no Enemy or footsteps 
of Invasion. From what quarter the Rumour came I cant 
imagine but tis certain it had no Foundation. 


To Cousin Taytor, KENSINGTON 


Va. the 2nd July 1736. 
I always rejoice to hear of my Dear Cousin Taylor’s Health 
& Happiness, let the News come from what hand it will, tho 
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no body, in my opinion, tells it half so agreeably as her self. 
But alas! my envious Stars have grucht me that Satisfaction 
this year, which if I may own the Truth, has mortifyd me to 
the quick. Tis true Mrs. Byrd, has been favoured with a 
Letter, & I sympathized as much as I coud in the pleasure 
it gave her, But after all sympathy is very flat & at best only 
a Joy at the first Rebound. I love to have the Ball tost 
directly to me, & catch it before it reaches the ground. How- 
ever all this Family has not been sullen alike but I have had a 
most obliging Epistle from my worthy Friend Mr. Pratt. He 
is certainly one of the best men in the World, & I shoud be 
one of the worst, if I coud be insensible of his favours. He 
was so good as to send me a full & true account ,of our affairs, 
& every step that had been taken since the Reign of King Far- 
well, Travellers tell us of a Certain Fish, that spues a black 
Liquor, out of its mouth, in order to conceal its-self, so our 
late Trustees, spread Confusion & Perplexity over their whole 
management, the better to secure their Frauds from Discovery. 
God bless those who with much diligence & Dexterity have 
brought them again into order. We hear a good deal of 
critica minuti for making Court & making Love, (when it 
seems the Stars are ready to send a Helping Hand). But we 
rarely hear of a critical minute for going out of the World. 
Tho I think poor Mrs Vane has pickt the time exactly, of 
retiring to the Shades below; just when it was decent for 
her to make room for the Princess of Sax-Gotha.” It was 
really wellbred of her to go off the Stage, when she found 
her Highness, coming over, & there was a great deal of good 
Nature in it too, for it had been a Story for a Lady to come 
so far, & find a Rival at the same time She found a Husband. 
That were enough to turn the Honey Moon Sower, [sour] 
& leave no other comfort of the marriage behind, but the 
Grandure. This I must own is but too often the Fate of 
great Marriages, but I hope this will be a happy Exemption 
from it. I must needs appreciate & applaud the Elegance of 
my dear Cousin Taylor’s tast in making so many Embellish- 


* Augusta, of Saxe Gotha, wife of Frederick, Prince of Wales, who 
died before his father, and was father of George III. 
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ments to her House. Expence upon our Habitations is cer- 
tainly the most laudable instance of Luxury & is particularly 
commendable in the Lady’s, as it may be a temptation to them 
to tarry at home & not gad so much abroad. Tho I fear it 
may happen to fare with them just as it did with King Sol- 
oman who after he had built him Stately Palaces and beau- 
tiful Gardens, grew sick of them soon and pronounced them 
Vanity & vexation of Spirit. But after all my Dear Cousin 
Taylor takes the right way to keep up her Tast, for her pretty 
Dwelling, by not being at it long enough to cloy Her-self 
with its charms. If People woud do so by every thing pretty, 
they loved, ’tis likely their Inclinations would be longer lived, 
& tis for this prudent Reason, with-out doubt so many Ladys, 
are such Strangers to their home & to their Husbands, that they 
may preserve their affection for them. I wish you Madame 
every addition to your Favorite that may make you perfectly 
happy & am most aff. &c. 


To Lorp EGREMONT 


Virginia 12th July 1736. 

My Lord. I had the honour of your Lordship’s com- 
mands of the oth Sep. & since that time have had the pleas- 
ure of conversing a great deal with yr picture. It is uncom- 
parably well done & the Painter has not only hit your Ayr, 
but some of the Virtues too which usd to soften & enliven 
yr Features. So that every connoisseur, that sees it, can see 
T’was drawn for a generous benevolent & worthy Person. It 
is no wonder perhaps, that I cou’d discern so many good things 
in the Portrait, when I knew them so well in the original, just 
like those who pick out the meaning of the Bible altho in a 
strange language, because they were acquainted with the sub- 
ject before. But I own I was pleased to find some strangers 
able to read your Lordship’s character on the Canvas, as plain 


“John Percival (1683-1748) first, Earl of Egmont (not Egermont), 
was a partner with Oglethorpe in the founding of Georgia. He wrote 
much on biography and genealogy. His portrait was one of those in 
the collection of Col. Byrd’s friends, placed first at Westover and 
then at Brandon. 
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as if they had been Physiognomists by profession. Your 
Lordship’s opinion concerning Rum & negroes is certainly 
very just & your excluding both of them from your colony 
of Georgia will be very Happy: tho’ with Respect to Rum, the 
Saints of New England, I fear will find out some trick, to 
evade your Act of Parliament. They have a great dexterity 
at palliating a perjury so well, as to leave no tast of it in 
the mouth, nor can any People like them slip through a Penal 
Statute. They will give some other name to their Rum which 
they may safely do, because it gos by that of Kill Devil in 
this Country, from its baneful qualitys. A watchfull eye, 
must be kept on these foul Traders, or all the precautions of 
the Trustees will be vain. I wish we coud be blessed with the 
same Prohibition. They import so many negro’s hither, that 
I fear this Colony will sometime or other be confounded by the 
name of New Guinea. I am sensible of many bad conse- 
quences of multiplying these Ethiopians amongst us. They 
blow up the pride, & ruin the Industry of our White People, 
who Seeing a Rank of poor Creatures below them, detest work 
for fear it shoud make them look like Slaves. Then that 
poverty which will ever attend upon Idleness, disposed them, 
as much to pilfer as it dos the Portuguise, who account it much 
more like a gentleman to steal, than to dirty their hands with 
Labour of any kind. Another unhappy Effect of many Ne- 
groes is, the necessity of being severe. Numbers make them 
insolent & them foul Means must do what fair will not. We 
have however nothing like the Inhumanity here, that is practiced 
in the Islands & God forbid we ever shou’d. But these base 
Tempers require to be rid with a tort rein, or they will be 
apt to throw their Rider. Yet even this is terrible to a good 
natured Man, who must submit to be either a Fool or a Fury. 
And this will be more our unhappy case, the more the Negros 
are increast amongst us. But these private mischeifs are 
nothing, if compared to the publick danger. We have already 
at least 10,000 men of these descendants of Ham, fit to bear 
Arms, & these numbers increase every day, as well by birth, 


as by Importation. And in case there should arise a Man of. 


desperate courage amongst us, exasperated by a desperate for- 
tune, he might with more advantage than Cataline kindle a 
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Servile War. Such a man might be dreadfully mischeivous 
before any opposition coud be formed against him, & tinge our 
Rivers as wide as they are with blood, besides the Calamitys 
which wou’d be brought upon us by such an attempt, it wou’d 
cost our Mother Country many a fair Million, to make us as 
profitable, as we are at present. It were there-fore, worth the 
consideration, of a British Parliament, My Lord, to put an 
end, to this unchristian Traffick, of makeing Merchandise of 
our Fellow Creatures. At Least, the farther importation of 
them, into our Colonys, shoud be prohibited, lest they prove as 
troublesome, & dangerous every where, as they have been lately 
in Jamaica, where besides a vast expence of money, they have 
cost the lives of many of his Majesty’s Subjects. We have 
mountains in Virginia too, to which they may retire, as Safely, 
& do as much mischief, as they do in Jamaica. All these mat- 
ters, duly considered, I wonder the Legislature will Indulge a 
few ravenous Traders, to the danger of the Publick safety, 
& such Traders as woud freely sell their Fathers, their Elder 
Brothers, & even the Wives of their bosomes if they cou’d 
black their Faces & get anything for them. In intirely agree 
with your Lordship in the Detestation you seem to feel for 
that Diabolical Liquor Rum, which dos more mischief to 
Peoples Industry & morals, than any thing except Gin & the 
Pope. And if it were not a little too Poetical, I shoud fancy, 
as the Gods of old are said to quaff Nector, so the Devils 
are fobb’d off with Rumm. Tho my Dear Country-men, woud 
think this unsavory Spirit, much too good for Devils, because 
they are fonder of it, than Wives or Children, for they often 
sell the Bread, out of their mouths, to buy Rumm to put 
in their own. Thrice happy Georgia, if it be in the power 
of any Law to keep out so great an enimy to Health, In- 
dustry & Virtue! The new Settlers there had much better plant 
vinyards like Noah & get drunk with their own wine. I wish 
Mr. Oglethorp after he has put his generous Scheme in Exe- 
cution in that favourite Colony, would make the Tour of 
the Continent & then I should hope for the pleasure of see- 
ing Him in some of his Planetary motions, I was acquainted 
with Him formerly, when I cou’d see he had the Seeds of 
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Virtue in Him, which have since grown up into Fruit. Heaven 
give both your Lordship & him-self success in your disin- 
terested endeavours, for makeing Georgia, a very flourishing 
& happy place: and me-thinks if He were Governour of Caro- 
lina, with a power of appointing a Lieut. Governour of Georgia, 
he might do more Service by far, than by visiting it only 
sometimes. Because things are apt to run into strange abuses 
in this part of the world, with-out an uninterrupted Vigilence. 
I have met with disappointments in the little Colony I ex- 
pected from Switzerland, some-body deluded them to Caro- 
lina, where most of them I understand are dead. They woud 
probably have had better luck at the place I intended for 
them, which is healthy as any in America, the soil very good 
& full of cool & delightful Streams. Not a syllable have I 
heard this long time of any of the Southwell family. They 
are so unkind as to drop me, distance being in their Reckoning 
the same as Death, but I must be dead indeed not to re- 
member them & wish them all the health & Prosperity in the 
world. If your Lordship will be so good as to give them a 
place in the much coveted account of your own family, it 
will be entertaining in a high degree to your Lordship’s &c. 


(To be continued) 
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Vircinta House 


Photo by Dementi Studio, Richmond, Va. 


Courtesy of 
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander W. Weddell. 
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EXHIBITION OF 


HISTORICAL PORTRAITS, 1585-1830 


At Virginia House, Richmond, Va. 
October, 1928 


Bulletin No. 1 


The Committee in charge of the coming exhibit of his- 
torical portraits at Virginia House announce that progress has 
been made, and the following will no doubt be of interest to 
the readers of the Magazine. 

It has been determined that only portraits from life of 
undoubted authenticity will be hung, which will probably com- 
prise less than a hundred paintings. The period to be covered 
naturally divides itself into the following groups: 


2. 


The Period of Discovery, 

Efforts at Colonization up to the First Permanent Eng- 

lish Settlement at Jamestown in 1607, 

Those Prominent in the London Company and the James- 

town Settlement, 

The Proprietary and Royal Governors and Deputy Gov- 

ernors of the Virginia Colony from its inception to the 

Revolution, 

The Virginia Signers of the Declaration of Independence, 

Virginia Members of the Continental Congress, 

Virginia Framers of the Constitution of the United 
States, 

Governors of Virginia prior to 1830, 

Prominent Military and Naval characters in Virginia 

history, prior to 1830, 

Prominent women in Virginia History prior to 1830, 

Portraits of Washington and the Washington Family. 


It is proposed to issue a catalogue with half tone illustrations 
of each portrait with complete historical notes of the subject, 
painter and; pedigree of the picture. As this publication will 
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be an historical monograph of the first order, it is deemed wise 
to have it the very best of the typographic art. Necessarily 
such a publication will be expensive and will only be sold on 
subscription. It is expected it may come from the press before 
the close of the exhibition. Already a portion of the copy is 
in the hands of the printer and plates are being prepared of 
pictures accepted by the Committee, among which are the 
following : 

Through the courtesy of the Governor of Virginia, the 
State of Virginia is lending a portrait of Queen Elizabeth by 
Zuccaro presented to the State by Lady Astor, and such other 
pictures the property of the State as the Committee may desire ; 

A few of the most important portraits, the property of the 
Virginia Historical Society will be hung, but it is the general 
policy of the Committee not to hang pictures that are on per- 
manent exhibit, unless they are of outstanding importance ; 

Mr. Thos. B. Clarke is kindly lending the following: The 
Group of the Washington Family by Savage, The “Vaughan” 
Washington by Gilbert Stuart, Washington by Rembrandt 
Peale, John Marshall by Lamblin, Benjamin Harrison by C. 
W. Peale and Cyrus Griffin by Gilbert Stuart. Just at pres- 
ent these pictures are temporarily in Philadelphia for the 
opening of the New Philadelphia Art Gallery; 

Of especial interest to Richmond, Mr. William. Byrd of 
New York is lending William Byrd II of “Westover”, Founder 
of Richmond, by Kneller, and the Misses Stewart of “Brook 
Hill” are lending a portrait by Kneller of Lucy Parke, his 
second wife. 

Mr. Preston Davie of Tuxedo Park is kindly lending a por- 
trait of Sir Walter Raleigh by Zuccaro and a portrait of Gov- 
ernor Preston of Virginia by Gilbert Stuart; 

Mr. Percy Rockefeller is lending important portraits of the 
ancestors of George Washington ; 

Dr. John Randolph Page of New York is kindly offering 
the portrait of General Thomas Nelson, Jr.; 

Mr. John F. Lewis of Philadelphia is lending the portrait 
of James Monroe by Peale; 
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Mr. George F. Baker, Jr., of New York, is lending a portrait 
by Cornelius Ketel of Sir Richard Greenville ; 

Of unique interest Lord Effingham is lending for the exhibit 
the Peers Coronet and velvet and ermine robes worn by the 
5th Lord Howard of Effingham while Colonial Governor of 
Virginia. Mr. Preston Davie is also lending the original com- 
mission of Lord Howard as Colonial Governor, and the Com- 
mittee expects there will be sent from England portraits of 
Lord Howard and his wife Philadelphia, by Sir Peter Lely. 

All pictures will be fully insured by the Committee while 
at Virginia House and will be guarded day and night. 

Negotiations are under way with the owners of other im- 
portant and interesting portraits and it is gratifying the ready 
and cordial response that owners have shown. The Chairman 
and Executive Secretary will be glad to answer any inquiries 
and would be most appreciative of any help or suggestions 
from those who are interested. 


George Cole Scott, Chairman, 
Dr. Earl G. Swem, Executive Secretary. 


Address all correspondence to P. O. Box 557, Richmond, Va. 
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VIRGINIA COUNCIL JOURNALS, 1726-1753 


(Notes to text in April, 1928, Magazine) 


*Humphrey Pope was a descendant of Humphrey Pope, who lived 
in Old Rappahannock County in 1656. The person named in the text 
was either Humphrey Pope who died in 1734 or his cousin, of the 
same name, whose estate was divided in 1774. A genealogy of the 
family is in the William and Mary Quarterly, XIII, 280-284. 

* Anthony Matton, his wife and five sons appear in a list, made 
about 1714, of Huguenots living at Manakintown. 

* For a note on the subject matter of the text, see note 3, pp. 113-114, 
Vol. XIII, this Magazine, by that eminent authority on Valley history, 
Mr. Charles E. Kemper. 

*See Mr. Kemper’s note 3, this Magazine, Vol. XIII, pp. 118-119. 

* See preceding note by Mr. Kemper. 

*See Mr. Kemper’s note 4, this Magazine, Vol. XIII, pp. 120-123. 

* William Chamberlayne, son of Edward Pye Chamberlayne, Gent., 
of the parish of Dewchurch, Herefordshire, England, and Ann, his 
wife, was baptized Sept. 25, 1699, and emigrated to Virginia, settling 
in New Kent County, where he died Aug. 209, 1736. 

Abstracts of various wills of William Chamberlayne’s relations in 
England, and others of the name, together with notes, have been pub- 
lished in this Magazine, XXVI 145, 150, 179, 181, 184, 271, 272; 
XXVIII, 135, 137 et seq. 

The genealogy of the Virginia Chamberlaynes, which follows, is de- 
rived, chiefly, from one prepared by William B. Chamberlayne, who 
died in 1853. A copy was given to this writer by the late Mrs. George 
W. Bagby and printed in Beau Monde, a short lived periodical, in 
1891. Additions were made from various public records. 

William Chamberlayne, the emigrant, was appointed justice of New 
Kent in 1734. He married Elizabeth, daughter of Richard Littlepage, 
of New Kent county, and dying August, 1736, left a widow, Elizabeth 
(who married, secondly, William Gray, of Surry county), and six 
children. 1. Edward Pye; 2. Richard; 3. Thomas; 4. Mary; 5. Eliz- 
abeth; 6. Anne Kidley (the last named posthumous). 

In Hening, V, 117, is an act passed May, 1740, docking the entail 
on a portion of the estate of “William Chamberlayne, late of the county 
of New Kent, merchant,” who died “seized and possessed of a con- 
siderable real and personal estate,” and who by his will, dated Oct. 1, 
1735, directed that the Rev. Daniel Taylor, Daniel Parke Custis, Rich- 
ard Littlepage and Francis West should divide all his negroes and 
other slaves (except those specifically devised) into four parts, and 
that his wife should have first choice of one lot of the slaves; and 
that he also gave his three sons (named above) divers lands, tenements 
and hereditaments, and to his two daughters, Mary and Elizabeth, 
#500 sterling apiece, and made his sons residuary legatees; that after 
his death the slaves were divided and his wife selected her part (33 
in number) of the slaves, and that some time after her husband’s 
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death, Mrs. Elizabeth Chamberlayne gave birth to a posthumous 
child, who was named Anne Kidley, and for whom no provision had 
been made in the will, the act was therefore to empower the mother to 
deed the thirty-three negroes to trustees, to be held for her and her 
husband, William Gray, during her life, and after her death, for the 
sole use of said Anne Kidley Chamberlayne. 


William Chamberlayne was buried at St. Peter’s Church, New Kent, — 
and a murol tablet in the church bears the following inscription: 


“Near this place lyes intered ye 
Body of Mr. Wm. Chamberlayne 
Late of this Parish merch’t 
Descended of an Ancient and 
Worthy Family in the County of 
Hereford. 

He married Elizabeth ye eldest 
Daughter of Richard Littlepage of 
this County, by whom he has 
left issue, three sons, Edward Pye 
Thomas & Richard, & two Daughters 
Mary & Elizabeth. 

Ob. 20th Aug’t. 1736, Aetat 36 
Hoc marmor exiguum suum 
Amoris monumentum Posuit 
Conjux Moestissimi 


1737 
Also Ann Kidly Born since 
her Fathers Decease.” 


The son, Thomas Chamberlayne, of King William county, married 
Wilhemina, daughter (and only child, who married) of Col. Wm. 
Byrd, of “Westover”, by his first marriage with Lucy, daughter of 
Daniel Parke, Jr. (see Hening, VI, 319, etc., for act docking the en- 
tail on 1,678 acres in James City county, which had descended to Mrs. 
Chamberlayne, and vesting in its stead 1,550 acres in King William, 
which belonged to Thomas Chamberlayne in fee simple, and on part 
of which, the “Home-House-Track” he had “made very considerable 
improvements”. 


Thomas and Wilhemina Chamberlayne were living in 1752—how much 
later we are not informed. They had issue: 1. William, died un- 
married; 2. Byrd, served in the Revolution as a Lieutenant in the 
Virginia State Navy, and shortly after 1799 was lost at sea, together with 
his son, Otway Byrd Chamberlayne, in a vessel that belonged to him 
while on a trading voyage (see records in State Land Office). He 
married Elizabeth Dandridge, sister of his brother’s wife; 3. Thomas, 
married —————; 4. Edward Pye, born 1758, died June 4, 1806 (Rich- 
mond Enquirer), was a justice of King William 1793, served in the 
Revolution as Lieutenant in Virginia State Navy (Records in Land 
Office), married first, Agnes, daughter of Captain William Dandridge, 
of “Huntingdon”, King William, and his wife, Agnes West, “the 
daughter of Colonel Francis West, of West Point, King William” 
(W. B. C’s account). E. P. Chamberlayne married secondly, Mary 
Bickerton, daughter of Lewis Webb, of “Chemokins”, New Kent, by 
his marriage with Mary, daughter of John Bickerton, of Hanover. 

Byrd and Elizabeth (Dandridge) Chamberlayne had issue: 1. Evelyn 
Byrd, married in 1809, Robert Pollard, Jr., of King William county; 
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2. Otway Byrd, lost at sea with his father; 3. Thomas Delaware, who 
married and had issue, as in the Richmond Enquirer is a notice of the 
death, Aug. 28, 1828, at the age of 13 years and 5 months, of his 
daughter, Sarah; 4. John Dandridge; 5. William Dandridge; 6. Mary 
Eleanor, married John Camm Pollard; 7. Spotswood Dandridge. 

It appears that most of these died without issue, as in 1830, the only 
heirs of the Revolutionary bounty land of Byrd Chamberlayne were 
Mrs. Evelyn Byrd Pollard, and the child of Mrs. Mary Ellen Pollard, 
deceased (records in State Land Office). 

Edward Pye Chamberlayne had issue by his first marriage with Agnes 
Dandridge: 1. Edward Pye, died young; 2. William Byrd, of Henrico 
county, born in King William county, 1789, died May 10, 1858, member 
of the House of Delegates from Richmond, 1816, 1819, 1820, married 
Ann Williamson Mosby (who died Jan. 1845); 3. Robert, died young; 
4. Thomas, died young. 

Edward Pye Chamberlayne had issue by second marriage with Mary 
Bickerton Webb: 5. Lewis Webb, M. D., Professor in Medical College 
of Virginia, died January 28, 1854, married in 1820, Martha Burwell 
Dabney, of “Elmington”, Gloucester county; 6. Byrd, married Mary 
Robertson Sully (niece of the artist, Thomas Sully); 7. Lucy Parke, 
married Robert Carter Williamson, of “Brook Hill”, Henrico; 8. Eliz- 
abeth, married Sterling Ruffin, of “Sweet Hall”, King William county ; 
9. Mary; 10. Charlotte Clothilda; 11. Wilhemina; 12. Amanda. 

William B. and Ann W. (Mosby) Chamberlayne had issue: 1. Ed- 
win Harvie, of Richmond, married Sarah Madison, daughter of Robert 
G. Scott, of Richmond, and granddaughter of Bishop James Madison; 
2. Lucy Williamson, married Efford B. Bentley; 3. Francis West, of 
Richmond, Captain of Cavalry, C. S. A., married Virginia, daughter of 
Garland Haynes, of “Edgewood”, Henrico. - 

Dr. Lewis Webb and Martha B. (Dabney) Chamberlayne had issue: 
1. Edward Pye, born 1827, died March 29, 1877; 2. Hartwell Macon, 
married Mina McDearmon, and had issue: (1) Thomas G.; (2) Edward 
Pye; (3) Lewis Webb; (4) Sallie Dabney; 3. John Hampden (named 
for the patriot John Hampden), born June 2, 1838, died Feb. 18, 
1882, was Captain of Artillery, C. S. A., and well known as editor 
and founder of the Richmond “State” newspaper, married Mary Walker, 
daughter of Rev. Dr. Churchill J. Gibson, of Petersburg, and had issue: 

(1) Martha Dabney; (2) Lucy Fitzhugh; (3) Churchill Gibson; (4) 

ohn Hampden; (5) Lewis; (6) Elizabeth], 4. Lucy Parke, married 
Dr. Geo. W. Bagby, well known as an author. 

Byrd and Mary R. (Sully) Chamberlayne had issue: 1. Mary Eliz- 
abeth; 2. Lewis Webb; 3. James Robertson; 4. Richard Channing 
Moore; 5. Spottswood Dandridge. 

Richard Chamberlayne (son of the immigrant) married and had issue: 
1. Anne Kidley, married —— Posey; 2 .General William, of New 
Kent, born 1764, died Sept. 2, 1836, (Enquirer), entered the Revolu- 
tionary army in boyhood, and was long prominent in public affairs in 
the State, serving for thirty years in the Senate and House of Dele- 
gates, and elected brigadier-general of militia in 1807. It was at his 
house that Washington first met Mrs. Custis. From the old news- 
papers it is shown that he was a fine speciment of the sporting gentle- 
man of the old school; he was a constant patron of the turf, running 
his own horses, and in one advertisement he appears as a principal in 
a great main of cocks, in which New Kent opposed another county. 
He was unmarried. j 

Robert C. and Lucy P. (Chamberlayne) Williamson had issue: 1. 
“+ an 2. Mary Amanda, married John Stewart, afterwards 
r ill”. 
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George W. and Lucy P. (Chamberlayne) Bagby had issue: 1. John 
Hampden Chamberlayne; 2. Virginia, married Henry Taylor, Jr.; 3. 
Martha Burwell Dabney, married George Gordon Battle; 5. Parke, 
married Charles E. Bolling; 6. George William and 6. Robert Coleman 
(twins) ; 7. Ellen Matthews; 8. Philip Haxall. 

*See Mr. Kemper’s note 6, pp. 124, 125, Vol. XIII, of this Magazine. 

*A genealogy of the descendants of Col. Lawrence Smith of Glou- 
cester county is in the Wilkam and Mary Quarterly, IX, 42-44. ; 

Augustine Smith, named in the text, son of Col. Lawrence Smith, 
lived at various times in Essex, Spotsylvania, Caroline and that part 
of Orange which is now Culpeper. He was one of the first justices of 
Spotsylvania and trustees of Fredericksburg. His will was proved in 
Orange county, July, 1736, and in it he names his eldest son, Thomas 
(of Prince William county), son np, nae and daughter Mary, wife 
of Robert Slaughter, and grandson, wrence Slaughter. 

The records of Essex and Spotsylvania show numerous land con- 
veyances by members of this family of Smith; a deed, in Essex, 1704, 
recites that Mr. Robert Taliaferro and Mr. Lawrence Smith (both of 
Virginia, deceased) patented 6,300 acres on Rappahannock River about 
four miles above Ware Creek and on July 16, 1700, the said Lawrence 
Smith conveyed his half to his son Charles Smith, and by power of 
attorney, authorized his son-in-law, Capt. John Battaile, to execute 
the proposed deed; but said Lawrence Smith died before the said power 
of attorney was proved, and the said land fell by law to John Smith, 
of Gloucester, eldest son and heir of said Lawrence, and said John 
Smith now conveys said land to his brother, Charles. 

Deed, Essex, 1706, from Augustine Smith, Gent., of St. Mary’s 
Parish, Essex, conveying 1,162 acres in Essex. His wife Susanna 
joins. 

Deed, Essex, April, 1706, from William Smith, Gent., of Gloucester, 
and Charles Taliaferro, Gent., conveying 200 acres in Essex, patented 
by Mr. Lawrence Smith, of Gloucester, in 1671. 

Deed, Essex, Oct. 12, 1712, from William Smith, of Abingdon Parish, 
Gloucester, Gent., conveying, for love and affection, 920 acres in Essex 
to his brother, Augustine Smith, of Essex. 

Deed, Spotsylvania, from Augustine Smith, of Spotsylvania, Gent., 
to John Catlett, Jr., and Richard Buckner, of Essex, conveying 4,000 
acres in St. George’s Parish, Spotsylvania. 

Deed, Spotsylvania; Oct. 6, 1723, from Augustine Smith, of St. 
George’s Parish, Spotsylvania, to Augustine Smith, of Petsworth Parish, 
Gloucester, Gent., 1,000 acres in Spotsylvania, adjoining the patent 
formerly granted to Col. Augustine Warner and now in the possession 
of said Augustine Smith, of Gloucester. 

Deed, Spotsylvania, Nov. 1, 1726, from Augustine Smith, of Spot- 
sylvania, to his daughter, Mary, wife of Robert Slaughter, 432 acres 
= the Fork of Rappahannock River and on the south side of Mountain 

un. 

Deed, Spotsylvania, from Major Augustine Smith, of Spotsylvania, 
to Ambrose Madison, of King and Queen county, 863 acres, part of a 
grant to said Smith in 1710. 

Deed, Spotsylvania, July 1, 1729, from Augustine Smith of St. Mary’s 
Parish, Caroline; Gent., to James Horsenale, 300 acres in St. George’s 
Parish, Spotsylvania. 

Deed, Spotsylvania, Oct. 5, 1730, from Augustine Smith, of St. 
Mary’s Parish, Caroline, Gent., to William Fauntleroy, of Richmond 
—: a. 546 acres in St. George’s Parish, part of a grant to 
said Smith. 
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Deed, Spotsylvania, May 4, 1731, from Augustine Smith, of St. 
Mark’s Parish, Spotsylvania (later in Orange and Culpeper), con- 
veying to Thomas Reeves (in order to make his title secure), 300 
acres in St. George’s Parish, which said Smith had formerly sold to 
Henry Reeves, father of the said Thomas. 

A number of other deeds are of record in Spotsylvania from Augus- 
tine Smith, of St. Mark’s Parish, the last being in 1734. 

On Nov. 2, 1731, Augustine Smith, of Spotsylvania, Gent., conveyed 
to his eldest son, Thomas Smith, of the same county, Gent., 400 acres 
in Spotsylvania, where the said Thomas has sometime dwelt. 

Deed, Spotsylvania, Nov. 3, 1734, from Thomas Smith, of Prince 
William county, Gent., and Augustine Smith, of Spotsylvania, Gent., 
selling 400 acres in Spotsylvania, given by said Augustine to said 
Thomas. 

*” Mays is probably an error for May, long a well-known Prince 
George county family. The grantee was probably John May, clerk of 
the Bristol Parish vestry, 1740, etc. There is an incomplete genealogy 
of the May family in Slaughter’s History of Bristol Parish, 187-194. 

"PP. H. Baskervill in his privately printed Genealogy of the Bas- 
kervilles and Allied Families, has on pp. 101-115, preceded by a chart, 
a carefully studied account of the Eatons, as full and connected as the 
remaining authorities will permit. 

The Eatons were in York and James City counties in the seventeenth 
century, and several members emigrated to Prince George. The de- 
struction of all the records of James City and a large part of those 
- ear eae render it impossible to compile a full account of the 
amily. 

That even Mr. Baskervill’s careful study could not fill all gaps is 
shown by the fact that he does not note the William Eaton who lived 
in Prince George from 1725 to 1762 and possibly later, and who was 
vestryman, and churchwarden of Bristol Parish. He could not have 
been the Col. William Eaton, who removed before 1742 from Prince 
George to North Carolina, where he became a prominent man and 
was ancestor of a notable family. 

The first of this family in Virginia was John Herbert, merchant, 
who settled at “Puddledock” on the Appomattox near Petersburg. He 
died March 17, 1704, aged 46. His tomb, with arms, is now at Bland- 
ford Cemetery, Petersburg, to which it was removed from “Puddle- 
dock”. The epitaph states that he was the son of John Herbert, apoth- 
ecary, and grandson of Richard Herbert, citizen and grocer, of London. 

Richard Herbert, of the text, was his son. He married Phebe 1% 
and died in the present Chesterfield county in 1731. In this Magazine, 
XVIII, 181-190, is a note on this family and the long and interesting 
inventory (including many books) of John Herbert, of Chesterfield, 
died 1761, son of Richard. In this Magazine, XXII, 176, is an abstract 
of the will of Henry Herbert, of Colebrook, Monmouthshire (died 
1656), who was probably a nephew of Richard Herbert, grandfather of 
John, the emigrant. The descendants of John Herbert seem to be ex- 
tinct in the male line but have descendants among the Claiborne and 
Cocke families. 

* Thomas Booth probably belonged to the numerous family of the 
name on the south side of James River. The Booths of Gloucester 
were a distinct family. 

* John Michie was a member of a family long resident in Louisa 
and Albemarle counties, with well-known representatives there at the 
present day. 
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KENNON LETTERS 


(Continued from XXXVI, 174) 


Mrs. E. B. KENNon To ELLEN Morbecar 


Plunketonia Williamsburg Febry. 28th 1814 


A poor old decrepit dowager, a resident of the ancient seat 
of Government, where every thing is like herself in a decayed 
situation ; and each object serves as a lesson to her, on the in- 
stability of human greatness either of mind, or station; for as 
she casts her eyes around on the dilapidated buildings where 
the grandees of our country once lived in proud magnificence; 
and thought themselves a different order of beings from those 
to whom fortune had been more unkind; but who are now 
mouldering in the earth and are not so much valued as even 
their crazy edifices; and that none of their descendants at this 
time, do honor to their progenitors ;* for if those I allude to, 
could now raise their heads, many would blush for their de- 
generate successors. When I reflect my beloved Ellen on these 
changes, and chances ; I moralize, and philosophize, on the folly 
of wishing for show; and pageantry of any kind; and am 
ready to exclaim with the preacher; vanity, of vanities, all is 
vanity. Of that I am now one instance; for I really possess 
enough of that qualification, to make me suppose without a 
shadow of doubt; that a scrawl written by the withered hand, 
dictated by the antediluvian head; but warm from the heart 
of an old fashioned hobbling animal; over whose head more 
than half a century has passed; will be acceptable to a young 


* Mrs. Kennon doubtless missed old friends in Williamsburg and 
does injustice to the descendants of the old citizens of that city. Many 
of them did honorable and useful service to State and Nation. Mrs. 
Kennon’s own connections, the Tuckers, were examples, very much to 
the contrary of the opinions she expresses. 
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damsel in the new Metropolis, who is enjoying all the pleas- 
ures that gay place affords. Yes I actually imagine you will 
peruse your friends letter with pleasure, even tho’ it interrupts 
your conversation with a beau; or should be delivered when 
perhaps a dozen of those fascinating creatures are present. 
Believe me my Ellen, one sincere friend altho’ in the uncouth 
form of an old woman; is more to be prized than a thousand 
flatterers, who smile, and ogle, and sigh, and whisper pretty 
things very often, only to show themselves off to advantage. 
You must excuse my not writing immediately on reaching this 
city as I promised ; when I assure you my numerous avocations 
prevented my doing so. We had a very disagreeable trip down 
the river; the vessel was small and dirty with very few com- 
forts ; it was crowded below with human creatures, and above 
with hogsheads and barrels; so that we were forced to stick 
to the little cabin ; as we could not have the recreation of walk- 
ing on deck ; now and then we poked our heads above the hatch, 
as a terrapin does out of its shell, to look at the handsome 
seats we passed ; we were three days and nights on board; and 
tho’ I never pulled off my clothes at all, until, I dressed my- 
self to come on shore; I did not mind it on my own account, 
for I never suffer little matters to make me out of sorts; and 
such I always consider mere bodily inconveniences ; and I find 
it was all, for the best; for I enjoy the pleasures to be found 
in a good large clean room now, more than I should have done 
if I had not experienced the reverse in the packet. Our tene- 
ment here is very comfortable; and if those pest the British 
marauders ; do not torment us ; we shall I hope spend a pleasant 
year here; that is, as agreeable as it can be under existing 
circumstances. Mr. Sinclair is still here; he has not received 
any orders yet; tho’ he is in daily expectation of getting some; 
in the meantime, he and his mate seem determined to be happy 
when they can; and not anticipate evils and sorrows ; they send 
love &c; and Sally says you shall hear from her soon; but 
she has been so busy settling her household; and the etiquette 
of fashionably paying and receiving visits ; that she has not had 
it in her power to scribble even to her Ellen. My two dearly 
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valued, highly prized, and much loved Tars; have not neg- 
lected their mother; I have had letters from both. The Doc- 
tor has promised, to try and get leave to visit us while the 
moon light nights continue; as it will be impossible for the 
Constellation to get to see them; and as he shall have time 
between that, and the decrease of that beautiful luminary, to 
stay a few days with us; he will make that attempt. I need 
not tell you how delighted I shall be if he succeeds in his re- 
quest to the Captain. My Lieutenant wrote from Portland in 
the District of Maine; whither he was sent on a recruiting 
expedition ; he says he fears they will find it difficult to com- 
plete their crew; as there really appears to be scarcely any 
seamen in that part of the world. I am not sorry for that; 
the longer they are detained in port, the more agreeable to me; 
at any rate, I please myself with thinking, they will not get 
out until the equinoctial gales are over. 


March, Ist 


Congratulate me my dear girl, the Surgeon of the Con- 
stellation has arrived and delighted his mothers heart more 
by his appearance; than yours could be, by the sight of a 
drawing room full of such fine fellows as Sir Charles Grandi- 
son. He assures me he is more pleased with his present way 
of life, than he was with the one he formerly led. I grate- 
fully thank Heaven for the alteration I observe in him for the 
better; his looks show that his health is not as bad as it has 
been. I hope it may continue to amend. The climate of Nor- 
folk is said to be beneficial to consumptive people; it generally 
agrees with George; I flatter myself it will always do so; and 
I sincerely pray his health may be reestablished; and I shall 
then think myself amply rewarded, for the anxious moments 
I now spend on his account. He was accompanied by Hugh 
Nelson, your acquaintance in the days of other years; he is 
going to Richmond, and has promised to take charge of this 
and to deliver it into your own hands; he thinks it will be an 
apology for going to a strangers house to pay his respects to 
you; which he wants to do extremely. As I know you are 
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fond of uncommon things; I have inclosed you the wing of a 
flying fish, for an ornament to your museum; you must value 
it for the sake of the donor. George desires his affectionate 
regards to you; and Beverley in his last letter, requested me, 
if you and myself were still in the same city, that I would 
give you a kiss for him. Here are messages you see from 
two Navy Officers at once, and expressions of regard; which 
is more than some of the fair ones can boast, who are more 
with those amphibious animals than you are. Notwithstand- 
ing my paper is almost full; I must tell you of a very curious 
occurrence which has taken place here since our arrival. The 
parties are not personally known to you; but one is a lady of 
such celebrity that you doubtless have heard of her. It is 
Kitty —-———-; she has two babies without the assistance of 
a parson; the father of the last resides in town; but he had 
gone into the country on business. A Mr. ————— who also 
lives here; and is a married man, took that opportunity to visit 
the fair one; he did not ask for admittance until she had re- 
tired to bed; a servant demanded his reason for disturbing 
them at that unreasonable hour; saying her mistress ordered 
him to go away. This reprimand had no effect ; the inamorate 
still requested admission; and hinted a wish to supply the ab- 
sent lovers place; this enraged the virtuous dame to such a 
degree, that she wrote a note which she dispatched by her 
servant to his wife; requesting her to come and take her hus- 
band away; she then opened her windows and bawled out as 
loud as she could, begging the neighbors to make Mr. ————— 
go away. The whole affair thus became very public; on his 
return home, he found his wife in dreadful fainting fits. The 
next ray he intreated Kitty would write, and tell his wife that 
she had mistaken another for him; she promised to do so, and 
soon produced a letter to Mrs. —-———-;; he took it; but was 
wise enough to read it before he got to his own house; when 
he found it was a confirmation of the tale; but at the same 
time comforting her by aying, she was only in the situation 
of the other ladies; declaring there was not a gentleman in 
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Williamsburg; but what is under her dominion. What do 
you think of this? I cannot make any comments; if I do I 
shall not have room to say you are sincerely loved by your 
old friend 

E. B. Kennon 


Miss Ellen Mordecai, Richmond. Honoured by Dr. Nelson. 


Mrs. E. B. KENNON To RACHEL MorpDEcalI 


Williamsburg March 19th 1814 


I will only mention one cause of my pens being suffered 
to lay idle; and that was, the company of the beloved Surgeon 
of the Constellation for some days; the dear fellow took ad- 
vantage of the moonlight nights, when he knew the ship would 
not attempt to get to sea, and obtained permission from his 
indulgent Commander to visit us for a short time; and bid us 
farewell before he leaves the United States, which he will do 
if they can elude the wilely enemy ; his Captain is very vigilant ; 
but the British are equally so; and are generally on the look 
out, and are very alert; but perhaps Capn. Gordon may out 
manoeuver them, and get out when they least expect it; if he 
does, and my dear son quits his native country, and embarks 
on that turbulent element where different motives tempt so 
many to wander; I shall put my trust in that Power, whose 
goodness I have ever experienced ; and hope for a joyful ter- 
mination of his nautical career. He left us a few days ago; 
when we shall meet again Heaven only knows, but I hope 
that the same mercy, wisdom, beneficence, and power; which 
has brought us together this time; will be as bountiful again; 
for I know that the Omnipotent can do that whenever it seem- 
eth right to him to order it; tho’ Oceans should roll between 
us before I next see him. I need not describe my feeling on 
these trying oceasions to you my dear girl; for your estimable 
Sam’s absence enables you to form some idea, but believe 
me a sisters sensations, tho’ she is ever so tenderly attached, 
bears no analogy to a mothers; whose love for her offspring 
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is proverbially greater, than any other affection. Mr. Sinclair 
is still here; how long he will continue with his family I know 
not; but I suppose he will soon receive orders now, as the 
fighting season will shortly commence; whether he will re- 
turn to the Lakes or not I cannot tell; his wishes are not for 
that service, as he thinks it very disagreeable; he would prefer 
being on the Atlantic; but that will not be as he chooses prob- 
ably; he must do as the higher powers direct; those who are 
bound, must obey; and none more implicitly than Navy men 
of every rank, and denomination. Our Capn. has had a 
longer holiday than usual; and I think he will not have cause 
to grumble, when he returns to his duty. I have had a letter 
lately from my dearly loved sailor boy; he was in Portland in 
the District of Maine; whither he had been sent recruiting 
as they found a difficulty in getting men where they were. 
He writes in fine spirits, and tries to divert me; for he says: 
“I have been introduced to a number of the most respectable 
families in this place; from all of whom I receive the greatest 
attention. I scarcely ever spend an evening alone at my lodg- 
ings; being generally invited to pleasant sociable little parties ; 
of which Lieutenant Kennon is usually the soul and body, and 
being, as you well know, an uncommonly likely, genteel, and 
also a brilliant fellow; there is not the least doubt, that he will 
carry with him when he returns to the Congress ; the palpitaters 
of half the sweet girls in Portland; for never was there, since 
old Daddy Noah first struck soundings, to the present day a 
youth so universally admired. As I pass their houses one 
says: Do walk in and warm yourself, you must be cold; O Mr. 
Truant says a second, where have you been upon my word I 
was afraid you had left town. Are you for the fourth of 
March Ball? asks a third; I am Madam; Oh delightful, why 
would you believe it I heard you were not to be there? In- 
deed said I; I thought you had too just an opinion of my gal- 
lantry to believe it. I told you observed a fourth. I was cer- 
tain the information was not correct. Good morning Ladies 
says your son; now why in such a hurry Sir? My duty calls, 
and I must obey. Then good morning to you. When kissing 
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their lily hands, and smiling, Oh botheration I cant say how, 
they drop graceful courtesys and retire; and I move off.” 
Now my dear mother, since the commencement of Docr. Ken- 
non’s reign of admiration; did you ever hear so much vanity? 
But you will easily conjecture I write thus to divert you; for 
were their pretty speeches made to me only I should be too 
tender of the fair creatures characters in the way of prudence 
to expose their weakness.” Heaven bless my dear boy; and 
protect, aid, guide, and preserve him through all the difficulties 
and dangers he may be exposed to, I fervently pray; and rely 
with confidence, on the guardian care I implore for his safety, 
prosperity, and happiness. And now my dear Rachel I am 
about to ask a prodigious favour of you all; that is yourself, 
your Papa, your Mama, and Solomon you will wonder from 
this preamble what it is; to come to the point then at once 
I will tell you, that Sally and myself both intreat Solomon to 
bring Ellen to this place when she leaves Richmond, before 
he carries her to Carolina. I confess it is out of the way; but 
I would go much farther to see you all, or any one of you; 
and as it will probably be a long time, before they again visit 
the old Dominion, if we miss seeing them now, it may be a 
tedious time before we meet. Consider all this my dear, and 
exert your influence to procure us the indulgence. Solomon 
I am sure has too much gallantry, to refuse the requests of two 
fair ladies. My love to every one; and rest assured that I shall 
love you better, if I am not refused. As you are a stranger 
here my Rachel, I cannot amuse you with the anecdotes of our 
city; tho’ there are many very entertaining; but being un- 
acquainted with the parties, they would be insipid to you. 
You will not be interested when I tell you that a beautiful 
widow a few nights ago, being seated in the chair of criti- 
cism, where no doubt she expected to hear some charming 
compliments passed on her appearance, was so offended and 
mortified; that she ordered her carriage to go away; it was 
said she looked like one in the market up for the highest bid- 
der, she immediately demanded to be informed who had made 
the observation, the reply was, they were directed not to tell ; 
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she said the persons gave a proof of good sense, in wishing to 
conceal themselves ; but not of politeness in making the speech. 
A young lady of beauty and fortune was also offended by its 
being said ; she would please the eye but not the mind; she was 
however even with him, as children generally express them- 
selves, for she observed it would have mortified her, if it had 
been said by any other but the person it was; but he was too 
insignificant to vex her. Now this is poor stuff to you under 
existing circumstances but if you had ever seen the bright 
eyes, which flashed like lightning on the occasion; the effect 
would be very different. But as I know your heart, I will 
mention a tragical event, which I am sure will excite your 
sympathy. A drunken good for nothing creature in town; 
was in the habit of beating his wife and son, a lad about six- 
teen in such a manner, that the boy declared to him if he ever 
struck him again; he should be sorry for it; shortly after, the 
old tyrant was whipping him unmercifully; the poor mother 
interfered; when he quitted his son, and seized his wife; and 
was in the act of choking her, when the poor boy ran to a 
gun which was in the room ready loaded, put the muzzle to 
his mouth, and with his toe pulled the trigger; which laid 
him a breathless corpse at his fathers feet, whether it was re- 
morse or not is uncertain; but the wretch survived the ill fated 
youth only three months, the poor wife has no longer the 
husband to torment her; but the shocking death of her son, 
must be a source of sorrow. 


Afft. 
E. B. Kennon. 


Miss Rachel Mordecai, 
Warrenton, N. C. 


(To be continued) 
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DIARY OF JOHN EARLY, BISHOP OF THE 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 
SOUTH 


A Copy from the Unpublished Manuscript, Contributed by 
E. J. Rives Childs, Lynchburg, Va. 


(Continued from XXXVI, 179) 


Friday 24th, to Rehoboth, 6 miles. A number attended 
to whom I preached. Good, I trust, was done. I went to 
Bro. Whit where I was glad to meet Bro. Dance from 
Bertie Circuit. 

Saturday 25th, to Moore’s, 12 miles. I preached and many 
felt the force of divine truth. Stayed at Bro. Barrett’s. 

Sunday 26th, to Lebanon, 8 miles. A great crowd of peo- 
ple attended to whom I preached with more than usual power 
and I felt that one could chase a thousand and we had great 
rembling in the congregation. That day’s meeting will be re- 
membered, I expect, in eternity, for good to some and with 
sorrow by others. Went to Sister Weaver’s. 

Tuesday 28th, to Spanish Oak, 8 miles. I preached and had 
a shouting time in class meeting. To Bro. Putney’s. 

Wednesday 29th, to Olive Branch, 6 miles, and had com- 
mon liberty in preaching. We had a gracious time in ad- 
ministering and receiving the Lord’s Supper. Went to Bro. 
Dromgoole’s that night where I gladly met Bro. Bruce. 

Thursday 30th, to Wright’s, 8 miles. Bro. Bruce preached. 

Friday 31st, to Roanoke Chapel, 10 miles, and had a gra- 
cious meeting. Stayed at Bro. Roberson’s. 


Saturday, August Ist, to Calvary, 12 miles, and preached on 


“Awake, thou that sleepest.” We had a tender time and many 
spoke in a manner expressive of joy. 
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Sunday 2nd, to Williams’, 8 miles. A crowded house at- 
tended to whom I tried to preach and we had a shouting time. 
I was much afflicted in mind. 

Monday 3rd. I visited D. Tanner and was glad to find him 
happy in God and went to Oslin’s, 8 miles, much oppressed 
in mind but preached and had a gracious time indeed. Went 
to Bro. Holmes’, 6 miles. 

Tuesday 4th, to Salem, preached and had a solemn shock 
among the people. That evening my mind was measurably 
relieved. I went to Bro. Nolley’s, 4 miles. 

Wednesday 5th. Early in the day my feelings were aroused 
by the shouts of one who had recently got converted and had 
come a considerable distance to see me. (John Somerville 
of Mecklenburg, a man rich in this world, that I had been 
formerly acquainted with in Caswell Circuit). I preached 
that day at South Hill and had a very gracious time and after- 
wards rode to Major Thrower’s, 16 miles, where I met Bro. 
Bruce. 

Thursday August 6th. Camp meeting commenced on the 
land of Major Thrower. A vast crowd attended the first day 
to encamp on the ground. Bro. Bruce preached the inrtoductory 
sermon at 12 oclock and gave us many good things and the 
Lord was with us in the beginning and my expectations were 
great but were afterwards bafled. Many preachers, traveling 
and local, attended from different directions and I had a great 
many things to attend to. On Friday we had the doctrine of 
sanctification preached in such a manner by Bro. J. Glenn that 
many minds were alarmed. Afterwards he invited Christians 
to come and pray for sanctification. Many came forward and 
many were displeased and myself, among many, highly dis- 
approved of the procedure. One professor, a friend of mine, 
got so much agitated and alarmed that he was measurably 
distracted and after receiving the blessing he sought for he 
undertook to tell who had or had not obtained the like bless- 
ing. Many were crying for hours, seeking as they said, ior 
sanctification while mourners were neglected and only attended 
to by such as could not be moved by every wind. I did not 
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think it prudent to oppose it publicly but did in private and 
think we should have had-much better times if we had pro- 
ceeded in our usual manner. On Saturday it rained powerfully 
and continued to rain off and on until Monday following. 
Some thought it would break up the meeting but I thought it 
was for the best for it mostly cleared the ground of the rabble. 
In our Quarterly Meeting my mind was more hurt than it had 
ever been in a quarterly meeting. A merchant had been ac- 
cused of going to law with three of his brethren, giving un- 
lawful interest and keeping a disorderly store, all of which 
were established, but the committee by whom he was tried 
said they did not think him guilty of a crime sufficient to ex- 
clude a person from the Kingdom of Grace and Glory. I then 
appealed to Quarterly Meeting. At this Camp Meeting a very 
able Quarterly Meeting assembled, believed him to be guilty 
of all the charges but every member except M. Lane and myself 
gave their vote to admonish him and to bear with him on trial. 
I thought this hedged up my way while in Greensville Circuit 
and opened up a way for our members to break our rules with 
impunity. I was powerfully tempted to ask the Presiding 
Elder to move me to another circuit but thinking that the major 
part of the circuit did not wish me to go, and that it might 
open a way for men to think I could not bear to be crossed 
or ruled, I entirely desisted. 


Monday morning it rained so much and perpetually that we 
could have no preaching except what we had in our tents and 
about 30 white people and a few colored people were con- 
verted. Bro. Bruce, M., and myself went to Major Thrower’s. 


Tuesday 11th. Bro. Bruce preached for me at Rock Church, 
7 miles, and we had a good time in class meeting and went 
that night to Bro. Th. Gholson’s, 5 miles. He was a repre- 
sentative in Congress as well as a lawyer but he had quit the 
bar and was apparently zealously engaged in saving his soul. 


Wednesday 13th, to Woolsey’s Barn, 4 miles. I had toler- 
able liberty in preaching and a happy time in the congregation. 
Went to Major Green’s and next day to C. Green’s. 


at- 
ne. 
ck 
bly 
ille 
er- 
ro. 
the 
ee. 
day 
the a 
ere 
ing 
eat 
hat 
ans 
and 
ibly 
he 
ess- 
tor 
ded 
not 


242 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE 


Saturday 15th, to Ferguson’s, 8 miles. Liberty in preaching 
and a good meeting. Bro. Green and myself went to John 
Raines who had recently gotten converted but his wife loved 
the world too well to get religion soon. 

Sunday 16th, to Round Hill, 8 miles, through the rain and 
had liberty in preaching. I went that night to John Peters’ 
to see them and baptized some children there. I was encouraged 
with the prospect of getting a preaching place in a neighbor- 
hood almost entirely absorbed in Calvinism and baptism by 
immersion. 

Monday 17th, to Concord, 18 miles, and preached on David’s 
charge to Solomon and rode to Kinchin Peterson’s that night, 
10 miles. 

Tuesday 18th, to Bethel and had tolerable liberty in preach- 
ing on the 4th Chapter of Malachi, and a serious time in the 
congregation. I dined at Mrs. Peterson’s, a woman alarmed 
but will cut loose from earth this grasp of fond desire. 


Wednesday roth. I was engaged at Henry Clark’s, 6 miles, 
in extracting skeletons from Simeon. Went that night to 
J. Fennell’s, 8 miles. 

Thursday 20th of August, a day recommended by Congress 
and appoinited by the President of the United States as a day 
of humiliation and prayer for the prosperity of our highly 
favored country and to avert a calamity then only suspended. 
According to appointment I went to Hicks Ford where great 
crowds assembled in the courthouse at the windows and in 
the adjacent piazzas to whom I preached with life, liberty and 
power on Isaiah 5: 3, 4, 5 & 6 verses and many felt the force 
of the word of life and general order and silence pervaded 
the audience. I was much exhausted in body with the great 
heat and hard labor and notwithstanding invitations to dine 
there my next appointment required haste and I rode to Bro. 
J. Moon’s (Moore’s?), Northampton, 22 miles, that night. I 
was tired but more or less happy. After a friendly conver- 
sation with my good friend Moon I laid down in peace to rest. 


Friday 21st, to Rehoboth, 12 miles. I preached and had a 
happy time among Christians. During class meeting Bro. 
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Beaver, a local preacher, sent for the Christians to come and 
help him cross Jordan for he was about to die. I went after 
dinner and he complained that the Christians had kept him 
out of heaven by their prayers. I was pleased to see him re- 
signed to death. To Bro. Whitaker’s, 5 miles. 

Saturday 22nd, to Moon’s, and Bro. Whitaker and M. Dance 
with me. I was unwell but had great liberty in speaking. We 
had an awful time as well as an awful subject and I expect 
that day’s meeting will be remembered in eternity. 

Sunday 23rd, to Lebanon, 8 miles. A serious company to 
whom I preached and we had a tender time in public and a good 
time in class meeting. I went that evening to visit Bro. S. 
Peebles who was sick and confined. 


Monday 24th. Bro. Howell Peebles and myself rode in a 
chair together to my appointment at Smith’s Meeting, Halifax, 
Roanoke Circuit, 8 miles. A large audience attended and I 
had liberty in preaching on the Revelations. The Lord poured 
out his spirit upon the congregation and we had a glorious 
time among saints and sinners. I dined at Sister Welden’s, 
a very clever, religious young widow indeed. Bro. Peebles 
and myself returned across Roanoke and I went to Bro. S. 
Peebles, 6 miles, who was very sick. 


Tuesday 25th. Bro. Peebles insisted that I should not leave 
him that day. Hence I had to get a substitute and Bro. Howell 
Powell went that day and I had a very friendly interview with 
Mr. D., a man of skill and of special attachment like myself 
to an energetic government. 


Wednesday 26th. I left Bro. P. in the mend and went to 
Olive Branch, 15 miles, and had common liberty in preaching. 
That evening my mind was much distressed in consequence of 
the care of the churches but I cried for help and put my 
trust in divine providence. 

Thursday 27th, to Wright’s, 4 miles. A small house anu a 
little congregation and I tried to preach a little for them and 
went that night to Major Thrower’s, 10 miles. 

Friday 28th, to Roanoke Chapel, 10 miles. A rainy day 
and a small congregation. I tried to preach. 
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Saturday 29th, to Calvary, 12 miles, and tried to preach. 
Went that night to Col. Good’s, a family of great cleverness 
and good order. 

Sunday 30th, to Salem, 12 miles. A vast congregation as- 
sembled to whom I preached with life and liberty and gave a 
Presbyterian minister who was present a broadside and the 
Lord poured out his spirit abundantly on the congregation 
and I trust good was-done. I stayed at Bro. Holmes’. 

Monday 31st. In the morning I gave an affidavit for the 
first I had ever given. I went that day and preached a funeral 
at Major Travis’, 15 miles. 

Tuesday, 1st September, to Sardis, 8 miles. I had great 
liberty in preaching on Moses’ choice, Hebrews 11:24, 5 and 6 
and we had a good meeting. In the evening I visited a man 
near the brink of great eternity who was by the smiles of God 
made willing to meet death, the king of terrors. I stayed at 
Bro. Williams’s. 


Wednesday 2nd, to Southill, 9 miles. A clever congregation 
attended and I had good liberty in preaching on the Revelations. 
The people were solemn and we had a good time in class meet- 
ing. I went to Bro. Nolley’s and Bro. Adams with me. That 
evening I was powerfully tempted from different quarters and 
made very unhappy in consequence. I slept but little that night. 
I was again tempted to locate but I reflected, how can I locate 
and thereby give the Ark into the hands of the Phillistines? 
But the Lord measurably delivered me that night and next 
morning I was tempted again to think that many of my old 
friends wished me gone. I went to Oslin’s, 4 miles, preached 
and felt better. Bro. Nolley and myself went to Winfield’s, 
8 miles, and after a long talk on the subject_of my temptations 
they were nearly removed and I concluded that I loved I. N. 
better than ever. I slept the more secure that night. 

Friday 4th, to Canaan and attempted to explain the burning 
bush seen by Moses with the Angel of the Lord. Had a cold 
meeting for the place. Went to Bro. Griggs. 

Saturday 5th, to William Griggs, 10 miles, and commented 
to a few on the 126th Psalm and hope good was done. 
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Lord’s Day 6th, to the Tabernacle, 7 miles. A clever con- 
gregation assembled to whom I preached with power on: “I 
will teach you the good and the right way only fear the Lord.” 
We had a weeping and solemn in the congregation. About the 
end of preaching and the commencing of class meeting, G. 
Lee, a local reacher and an old acquaintance of mine from 
Bedford, stepped in the meeting. I was truly glad. I met the 
class, read the discipline and put one man out of society for 
drinking. Bro. Lee and myself went to Bro. Battie’s and 
was kindly treated. By Bro. Lee I heard that the Lord had 
poured out His spirit in Bedford Circuit that year which made 
me rejoice but I was troubled to hear how wicked some of my 
relations were acting. 


Monday morning Bro. Lee left me for Bedford. I went to 
Bro. C. Thrower’s and felt myself as at home among my 
friends. 


Tuesday 8th, to Rock Church, 7 miles. A clever congre- 
gation to whom I preached a close warm short sermon and we 
had a serious time in public and some happy in class meeting. 
After meeting I returned to Bro. Barnes’ store and as the 
Baptists were preaching near there I walked up to the m(eet- 
ing) house and heard a man trying to preach and heard him 
make several contradictions in preaching his Calvinism. I 
went to Bro. Myrick’s, 9 miles. 


Wednesday 9th, to Bro. Morton’s appointment at Olive 
Branch and was informed as soon as I got there that Bro. 
M. was sick and confined at Col. Peebles’ in Northampton. I 
tried to preach and had a happy time with some and went 
to Capt. R. Fletcher’s, 5 miles. 


Thursday roth, to Woolsey’s Barn, 3 miles. I preached and 
had a very awful time in the congregation and a happy time 
in class meeting. Expelled a young doctor for gambling and 
lying. I went to Dr. Sims’ and heard that evening that Bro. 
Borton was worse. The Doctor extracted from my jaw (the 
tooth) that troubled me. 


Friday 11th. I went to Bro. Peebles to see Bro. M(orton) 
and found him abed sick with the bilious fever. Stayed with 
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him until the evening, sang and prayed and went to Bro. 
Shelton’s, 9 miles. 

Saturday 12th, to Bethel, 6 miles. A number attended to 
whom I preached on Paul’s doctrine before Felix. We had a 
still happy awful time together with some weeping and I be- 
lieve good was done by Bro. Moore’s exhortation after my 
preaching. I went by invitation that evening to dine and bap- 
tize some children at Major Crump’s. After dinner I gave 
them a plain lecture and baptized one child for Major Crump 
and 2 for Mr. J* Wright of Southampton. Mrs. Wright was 
a very clever woman and a little disposed to be religious. 1 
went to R. Peterson’s. 

Sunday 13th, 9 A. M. Our morning meeting commenced 
with closed doors. A number were present to whom I ad- 
ministered the Lord’s Supper and the Lord blessed us in the 
breaking of bread and many spoke feelingly of the goodness 
of God to them. At half past 11 eleven oclock a vast con- 
gregation assembled to whom I preached on: “What is a man 
profited if he shall gain the whole world and lose his own 
soul?” The people were attentive; I had liberty and preached 
long and doubt not but fany felt the force of truth. Many 
wept and solemnity set on almost every brow while an alarm 
was seen throughout the congregation. I felt awful and ex- 
erted myself greatly—but “vain is the help of man.” Bro. 
Moore exhorted short but powerful and after him I exhorted 
and called for mourners but I fear that pride and shame kept 
many from God. I expect that meeting will never be for- 
gotten. After the congregation was mostly dispersed a young 
man* asked me to walk out with him for he had a desire to 
talk with me. I told him peremtorily that I would not go 
and he must talk there or nowhere. He said that he had been 
informed that I had reported that he had perpetrated an ob- 
scene crime at our late camp meeting. I told him I had never 
told it nor heard of it before. I asked him for his author and 


* His name was Joseph Peebles, lived in Northampton, N. C., and had 
misbehaved not long before at our camp meeting and had to get out 
his pistol to keep off the sheriff. 
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he positively refused to tell. I let him know that I thought 
he started it for it must be a very ludicrous young woman 
that would tell him a thing of that kind. He swore. I re- 
primanded him. He made some threats, pronounced some 
anathemas and went off. A number saw and heard the most 
of what passed between us. I felt miserably bad and had to 
cry for more fortitude to bear and forbear. I went to Bro. 
Peterson’s, 6 miles but felt unhappy the whole evening. 

Monday 14th. In the morning I felt better than I felt the 
evening before and went to Bro. Boykin’s, Northampton, N. C. 

Tuesday 15th, to Concord and had common liberty in preach- 
ing. I went to Bro. J. Moore’s that night, 16 miles. 

Wednesday 16th, to Smith Church, 6 miles, preached and 
had a common meeting. I went to Sister Bennett’s, 6 miles, 
an interesting economical widow. 

Thursday 17th, to Rehoboth, 8 miles. I went to Bro. Whit- 
aker’s. 

Friday 18th, to Moore’s, 15 miles and Brofl Whitaker with 
me. I preached and he exhorted. 

Saturday 19th. We went to a two days meeting at Lebanon, 
8 miles. A number attended and Bro. W. and Dromgoole 
preached. We had a gracious time indeed. I went to Bro. 
Howell Peebles’, 4 miles. 

Sunday morning at 9 oclock our doors were closed and we 
had the Sacrament administered and several spoke feelingly 
of the goodness of God to their souls. At eleven oclock Bro. 
E. D(romgoole) preached to a numerous congregation and I 
preached after him. We had an awful time indeed. I went 
to Mr. Maughan’s and was taken so hoarse that I could not 
speak above my breath. 

Monday 2ist, to Spanish Oak, 8 miles, and was so hoarse 
I could hardly speak to be heard. 

Tuesday 22nd, to Olive Branch, 6 miles, and had liberty in 
preaching. 

Wednesday 23rd I went to Major J. Walton’s, 10 miles, in 
Greensville to see him for he was very sick and get an acre 
of land he had offered to build a Methodist meeting house on. 
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I found him resolved to seek salvation and save his soul. I 
returned to Sister Mason’s, 10 miles. 

Thursday 24th, to Roanoke Chapel, 10 miles. I had a gra- 
cious time there. 

Friday 25th, to Calvary, 12 miles. I was unwell but preached 
and stayed at Bro. McGowan’s, 4 miles. 

Saturday 26th, to a two days meeting at Salem, 12 miles. A 
clever congregation attended to whom I preached on the gen- 
eral judgment. We had a gracious time, some converted but 
had a cold evening meeting. 

At 9 A. M. on Sunday we had the Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper and a glorious (time) in telling of the goodness of God 
to one another. At 11 A. M. the Lord helped me while 1 
spoke prolix on the parable of the vineyard and the Lord poured 
out His spirit on the congregation. Many shouted forth the 
praises of God and one got powerfully converted. Glory to 
God in the highest. I stayed at Bro. Holmes’ much fatigued. 

Monday 28th I dined at Robert Speeds’ (?). 

Tuesday 29th, to Sardis, 6 miles, and had a good meeting. 
[I stayed at Bro. William Rainey’s. 

Wednesday 30th, to Canaan, 4 miles. I preached and had a 
tender time. Expelled three from Society and went to Edw 
Thrower’s. 

Thursday 1st of October I went to Hebron camp meeting, 
17 miles, and was glad to see many of my old friends. The 
meeting lasted until Monday following. A number professed 
converting grace. We had abundance of preaching. As it 
rained they preached sometimes out of doors and some times 
in the meeting house and at other times in the tents. I preached 
once and I think felt as much determined to get to heaven as 
I ever did. Sunday afternoon I went with Sister Edward 
Jones home, 22 miles. 

Tuesday 6th I preached Bro. Jones’ child’s funeral at his 
house and saw several of my old friends. I went that evening 
to Bro. Robert Jones Sen’. 


(To be continued) 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF “BREMO”, FLUVANNA CO., VA. 
By Dr. Charles C. Page, Orange County, Jan. 11, 1928. 


As I recall, there were two paintings of horses at “Bremo”, one of 
RoeBuck, a stallion, rdiden by General John H. Cocke. This painting 
hung in the hall at “Bremo”, and I saw it the last time I was there. It 
is a magnificent painting. From that old turf register at Brampton I 
find that RoeBuck was foaled in 1810, by RoeBuck (who was got by 
Powell’s Selim, a son of old Selim, dam of young R. by imported 
Druid). 

The other painting was of Lexington, and hung in the dining room. 
I expect both these paintings were by Troye. 

Paul Cocke told me that General Cocke used to ride RoeBuck from 
“Bremo” to “Monticello” in time for breakfast with Thomas Jefferson 
(about twenty-four miles). I can scarcely remember when I did not 
see those paintings at “Bremo”. That was before I went to the 
University of Virginia to live. There was a large herd of goats at 
“Bremo”, which were a great nuisance, but mighty interesting to me. 
There was also a deer (a buck with antlers) named Skip. He pawed 
me in the back once, and I was rather afraid of him. He roamed and 
foraged the country and was often chased by hounds. I do not know 
what his end was. And there was a Shetland pony named Gypsy, who 
kicked up and threw me clean out of the saddle. 

Dr. Charles Cocke had fine blooded horses at “Bremo”. He drove 
a pair of buggy horses, Becky Sharp and Kitty Grim, a beautiful pair 
of bays, and the carriage horses, Rebel and Raleigh, used to make me 
jealous for about that time at Carysbrook we frequently drove mules 
to the carriage. 

John Cocke’s riding horse was richly comparisoned. He rode a large 
black saddle, something like the one Grandpa used to ride, brass trim- 
mings, lots of rings and straps, Martingale and Crupper. The horse 
frequently kicked up, and the Crupper kept the saddle from sliding over 
his withers. 

In regard to General Stonewall Jackson’s overcoat, this is the story 
to the best of my memory: 

Uncle Joe got the coat from a farmer in Spotsylvania county, soon 
after the war. He was selling mules to the farmers, and one of the 
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farmers, whose name I don’t know, showed him the overcoat, not 
knowing its identity. Uncle Joe told me he recognized the coat as 
that of an officer. Whether he paid the man for it, I don’t know, 
but he took the coat to Carysbrook, where it was kept for several 
years in Grandpa's old sea chest in the “upper store room”. The 
initials T. J. J. were in the lining of the coat, one of the sleeves slit 
up and bloodstained. It is my recollection being in the upper storeroom 
one day with some members of the family, my mother, and maybe 
Aunt Tucker, and they were talking about the coat being sent away. 
Grandpa never gave it to any preacher. Stewart Bryan says in his 
letter that Dr. Freeman says grandpa lent the coat to Gen. Lee, and 
Gen. Lee’s letter says so. If this be true, that settles it. Gen- 
eral Lee died in 1870, and my recollection is that the coat was sent 
from Carysbrook to Mrs. Stonewall Jackson after General Lee’s death. 
I can remember two big events in 1870, General Lee’s death and the 
big freshet in the Rivanna river. 

The Bremo Cockes were a great family. John Young, of Rich- 
mond, is the only living person I know: who spent a good deal of his 
boyhood at “Bremo”. He went there summer after summer. 

Pictures (those rare old hunting prints) that I always wanted. The 
marble statues of Tam O’Shanter and Souter Johnny sitting side by side 
with their mugs of ale. The Library, in the basement, must have had 
many rare books. 

C. C. Page. 
Contributed by Judge Daniel Grinnan. 


FEILD OF PRINCE GEORGE AND BRUNSWICK. 


There is a pedigree, without dates, in Slaughter, Bristol Parish on 
which the following tentative arrangement is based: 
I Theophilus Feild: 

Slaughter says came from England (should it be Scotland?) early 
in 18 century. Chamberlayne, Bristol Parish Vestry Books, shows him 
qualifying as vestryman, 1729. 

Theophilus Feild was second in Prince George commission, 1764, 
1766. Patented land on Roanoke, 1755. Reimbursed for tobo. burnt, 
1757 (H., vii, 128). Slaughter says buried in chancel of Blandford 
church, but burial not in B. P. register. His death, 1769, is however, 
noted in Vestry Book (Chamberlayne, p. 220). 

II Theophilus Feild: 

Slaughter says m. sister of Judge George Keith Taylor. (Was she 
the “Margaret Lanier” named in Slaughter’s May pedigree as mother 
of the Margaret Feild who m. 1807 John Fitzhugh May, 1784-1858?) 
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‘his was apparently the “Theophilus Feild, Jun.” included in P. Geo. 
commission, below the quorum, 1764, 1766, and above the quorum, 
without the “Jun.,” 1769, 1771. 

As “Jun.” appointed, 1769, to Bristol Parish vestry (Chamberlayne, 
but omitted by Slaughter). Why are there no entries for this family 
in Parish Register? 

There is a James Feild, M. D., of this generation in the Vestry 
Book. Distinguished him from the John Feild, M. D., who m. Mar- 
garet, dau. of John Shaw of Edinburgh, merchant (dead, 1772), noted 
in Stanard, Some Emigrants. 

III Theophilus Feild: 

Lieutenant, Va. Navy, 1776 (V. M., i, 66). Was this the one noted 
by Slaughter as having m. Susan Thweatt? 

IV Theophilus Feild (1788-1826) of Brunswick. 

1816-19, H. of Delegates from Brunswick. 

1826, Aug. 1. Obituary in Richmond Enquirer. 

This was apparently the T. F. who made the original collection for 
the Stud Book (completed by J. J. Harrison of Brunswick), published, 
1830, in Mason’s New Pocket Farrier. The recent death of that T. F. 
is noted in correspondence in 1827 in American Farmer. 

III Richard Feild (1767-1829), M. D., of Brunswick. 

Was he the brother of T. F. of third generation? 

His obituary in the Richmond Whig, May 27, 1829, shows that he was 
educated at Edinburg, was learned in botany and astronomy, as well 
as medicine, and was “senior editor” of Richmond Whig. 

He must have been the R. F. noted by Slaughter (see also Bell, 
Old Free State, ii, 109) who m., first, Anne, dau. of Andrew Meade, 
and, second, Sarah Edmunds, and had a son, Richard, also M. D., of 
Brunswick. 


“Obituary 
From The Richmond Enquirer, August 1, 1826. 


(1788-1826) 

DIED—Of an hepatic disease, on the 21st ult. in Southampton County, 
Virginia, Theophilus Feild, Esq., of Brunswick County, in the 38th year 
of his age. He has left a disconsolate wife and three small children. 
The elegance and refinement of his manners captivated every heart, 
while his splendid talents, great acquiremients and dignified deportment, 
secured the respect and esteem of his acquaintances: And it may truly 
be said of him, as he once remarked of a favorite friend, “no sting of 
conscience ever disturbed the tranquil quiet of his breast.” The sphere 
of his usefulness was not restricted to a neighborhood; but, like the 
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rays of the vernal sun, extended its salutary influence in every direction. 
It is useless to designate the important services that he has rendered the 
public; they can not be forgotten by a grateful country. Society will 
ever cherish his remembrance, as an exemplar of the high-minded Vir- 
ginia gentleman whose rank and accomplishments could not be sur- 
passed. 

“Nullum tetigit, quod non ornavit.” 


Obituary 
“From The Richmond Whig, May 27, 18a9. 


(1767-1829) 
DIED, on the 23rd inst. at his residence in Brunswick County, Dr. 
Richard Feild, the senior editor of this paper, in the 62d year of his 
age. He was a distinguished physician and an accomplished citizen. 
In the knowledge of the Botanical plants of Virginia, he was only 
surpassed by Gronovius, while he was fully equal to Greenway. In 
the other branches of science, particularly Astronomy, he was a great 
proficient. In his profession, his mind was of a superior order, which 
enabled him to discard the shackles of the schools, and to devise a new 
practice, which was not only worthy of the enlightened principles of 
medicine, but especially adapted to the diseases of this country. Ardent 
in his desire for information, constant in his investigations, alive to 
the claims of the community, anxious to relieve the distresses of his 
fellow-creatures, and perhaps solicitous of fame, he soon attained the 
first rank as a practitioner of medicine, and, during his usefulness, it 
was his highest gratification to gain a victory over the arch-enemy 
Death, in the doubtful conflicts of disease. His medical skill and at- 
tainments are recorded in the hearts of many of our citizens, who will 
never forget the intelligence and benignity which animated his interesting 
countenance. His chivalry was early tested while a student at Edin- 
burgh, and his patriotism was ever ready in the cause of his country. 
He was a member of three of the electoral colleges which assisted 
to elevate Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Madison to the Presidency. As a 
friend and neighbor, he possessed every quality which could adorn a 
heart, or dignify a man. Ye 


LYGON. 


For some time I have been puzzling over the problem raised in the 
note on the Lygon family, Va. Mag., Vol. 35, page 48, but have not 
had the time to devote to its solution until today when I believe I have 
cleared it up and am offering you the following comment to use in any 


way you see fit. 
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In note 18, regarding the Lygon family of Henrico as contained in the 
Va. Mag., Vol. 35, pages 47-48, the children of Col. Thomas Lygon 
are given as only three, viz., William, Richard, and Hugh, while there 
were certainly four and, from the records as given, it would appear 
that there were at least five. The presumption is raised in the note 
that Col. Thomas Lygon was identical with “Mr. Thomas Lygon, Jr.”, 
but it would surely appear from the evidence given that Mr. Thomas 
Lygon, Jr., was the son of Col. Thomas Lygon. 

Col. Thomas Lygon was probably born circa 1620, as his wife, Mary 
Harris, was born 1625, and he was a member of the House of Burgesses 
in 1655 and 1656. His issue, it is believed, should be stated as follows: 

1. Thomas (the Mr. Thomas Lygon, Jr.), b. circa 1644, d. ante 
1689, m. Mary ————,, and had issue: Thomas (evidently of age in 
1689 and for that reason not included in the enumeration of orphans of 
Thomas Lygon, Jr., made in 1689), living in 1692, Richard, Mathew, 
Hugh, and Mary (the last four named, orphans in 1689). As stated 
in the Va. Mag., Vol. 35, page 48, “On August 21, 1692, Mrs. Mary 
Lygon the younger, petitioned the county court, as next of kin to her son 
Thomas Lygon, complaining of waste committed on her estate by Mrs. 
Mary Lygon, Sr., who claimed a life interest in it from’ Col. Thomas 
Lygon, ancestor of Thomas Lygon aforesaid.” 

2. William, b. circa 1651, d. 1689, m. circa 1678 Mary Tanner and had 
issue: William, Thomas, John, Joseph, Mary, and a child unborn in 1689. 

3. Johan, b. 1653 (according to a deposition made by her in 1683 
as Johan Hancock), d. 1727, m. ante 1683 Robert Hancock, of Hen- 
rico county. In 1684 Mary Lygon, widow of Col. Thomas Lygon, 
made a deed of gift to her son-in-law, Robert Hancock, and to his 
children, Sarah and Mary Hancock” (Henrico records and Va. Mag., 
Vol. 33, page 109. 

4. Richard, m. Mary Worsham, and evidently of age in 1679. Living 
in 1691. 

5. Hugh, mentioned in 1689 in deposition of his mother and in deed 
in 1691. 


J. Rives Childs, Lynchburg, Va. 


BEVILL OR BEVILLE. 


Essex Bevill, Sr., left “All the rest of my Estate both real and per- 
sonal to my well beloved wife, Amy Beville.” Robert* Beville, vestry- 
man, Bristol Parish, was the son of John’ Beville. Robert* Beville 
will, Oct., 1733, mentions brother William®, John*. Beville will, April, 
1735, mentions son William, daughter Martha, daughter Mary Archer, 
grandsons, James, John and Essex. William* Beville’s will, Sept., 1771, 
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“to John Archer son of my sister Mary Archer.” 

Essex, Jr.” Beville will, May 2, 1729, mentions sons Thomas*, Daniel’, 
Essex’, all under age, daughter Mary Burton’, Elizabeth® and 
Amy’, wife Elizabeth. 

Elizabeth Beville will, April 14, 1732, mentions sons Essex*, Thomas’, 
Daniel’, daughter Amy, granddaughter Elizabeth Burton, daughter Mary 
Burton, daughter Elizabeth Parkinson. 

Robert® Beville, the vestryman, was the only grandson to Essex" 
Beville of that name. 

Daniel’ Beville, son of Essex, Jr.*, will Aug. 3, 1766, mentions 
son Robert*. 

Essex* Beville deed to Geo. Archer of land given by his father, 
John’ Beville. 

James‘ Beville and wifa Mary deed to Ragsdale, 150 acres left him 
by his grandfather, John’ Beville. 

Of course I have much more material from the Virginia Archives 
which I expect to publish within a year, including in this book, the 
English connections. Vol. 5, page 184 and 185, Henrico county, Feb. 
2, 1690, an inventory of William Harris’ estate presented by Geo. 
Archer, the administrator: “1 cow and heifer delivered to ye wife 
of John Bevill, 0600; 1 cow and calf more, delivered her for the cow 
and calf left by her father, Colson’s will.” 

Essex Bevill’ married Amy Butler and had issue: 1. John’, born 


1670, married Martha Colston; 2. Essex*, born 1674, married Eliza- 
beth —————;; 3. Mary’, born 1676; 4. Amy’; 5. Elizabeth’. 

John*® and Martha (Colston) Bevill had issue: 1. Essex*; 2. Robert’; 
3. William’®; 4. Mary*; 5. Martha’®. 

Essex and Elizabeth Bevill had issue: 1. Thomas*; 2. Daniel*; 3. 
Essex*; 4. Mary’; 5. Elizabeth’; 6. Amy’. 


Arthur W. Todcastle, Milton, Mass. 
(See this Magazine, XXXV, 279). 


HARRIS OF LOUISA COUNTY. 
(Contributed by Mrs. Wm. B. Ardery, Rocclicgan, Paris, Ky.) 
Harris Bible 
The following records copied from the Bible of Frederick Harris, 


of Frederick’s Hall, were sent me by his granddaughter, Mrs. Juliana 
Pendleton, wife of William B. Pendleton, of Louisa county, Virginia. 
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David Harris married Miss Louisa Knight of London. 
Nath’l Harris married Miss Ellen Goodwin. 

Catherine Mary Harris married Dr. William J. Pendleton. 
Eliza Dorothea Harris married Dabney Carr Overton. 
Juliana Harris married Alexander Barret. 

Charlotte Rebecca Harris married Joseph K. Pendleton. 


Grandfather Frederick Harris died April 9th in the 63rd year of his 
age. 

Frederick Harris and Catherine Snelson Smith were married 28th day 
of December 1805. 


Children of Frederick Harris: 


David Bullock Harris. 
Christopher Smith Harris. 
Frederick Lewis Harris. 
Nath’l William Harris. 
Eliza Dorothea Harris. 
Catherine Mary Harris. 
Charlotte Rebecca Harris. 
Juliana Harris. 

Sarah Lavinia Harris. 


«.ote: The above Frederick Harris died in Louisa county, where 
his will was probated in the year 1842. He was the son of Frederick 
and Eliza (Terrill) Harris of Louisa county. 


Inscriptions from graves of Waller Holladay and wife, of Louisa 
county, Virginia. 
In memory of 
Sarah Holladay 
Born 19th April 1800 
Died 3rd April 1840 


In memory of 
Waller Holladay 
Born June 15th 1802 
Died Oct. 28th, 1858 
Aged 56 years 
“Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord” 


Harris Notes from Louisa County, Virginia 


Frederick Harris—Will, Will Bk. 5, p. 20. 
Mentions son Richard, 450 acres, Louisa county, bounded by lands 
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of Christopher Smith, Austin Hancock and a tract lately sold and deeded 
by Wm McGehee for benefit of son Richmond Harris; son Charles 
Harris, land formerly purchased of Captain William Anderson, also 
one hundred pounds; two youngest sons: George Harris and Frederick 
Harris, residue of land in aforesaid county to be divided into equal 
shares and son Frederick to have choice of lotts unless they mutually 
consent to divide it in a different manner; two daughters: Ann O. 
Holladay and Jemima Harris 1/5 part of Kentucky lands; to four 
youngest sons, to wit: Richard, Charles, George, Frederick the residue 
of my Kentucky lands. Disposition made of slaves and other personal 
property; balance of estate to be divided between five sons: Richmond, 
Richard, Charles, George and Frederick. 


Written Eleventh day of December 1799. 

Witnesses: George Pottie, Peter Cosby and William M. Thompson. 

Codicil—mentions son, Richard Harris, his land having been deeded 
to Samuel Overton Jr. and others for his benefit; son, Charles; son, 
Frederick. 

Written September 13, 1800. 

Witnesses: George Harris, Robert Harris, Lewis Sims. 

Probated June 8, 1801. 


Frederick Harris—Will, Will Bk. 10, p. 500. 

“It is my will and desire that no part of my family put on the out- 
ward habiliments of mourning in consequence of my death.” Wishes 
estate held together until the close of the year 1845. Store to be con- 
tinued under management of son, Nath’l W. Harris; son Frederick L. 
Harris; daughter, Sarah Lavinia; beloved wife, Catherine S. Harris; 
son, David B. Harris lands in Goochland; son Nath’! W. Harris, lands 
in Goochland; son, Frederick L. Harris, personal property including 
“portraits of David Bullock and myself”; lots in City of Richmond and 
in Henrico county to five daughters: Eliza D. Overton, Catherine M. 
Pendleton, Charlotte R. N. Pendleton, Juliana Barret, Sarah Lavinia 
Harris; son Christopher S. Harris. Executors: sons-in-law, William 
I. Pendleton and Joseph K. Pendleton and sons, David B. and Nath’l 
W., when he comes of age. 

Written March 10, 1841. 

Filed May goth, 1842. 

Handwriting verified by Charles Y. Pendleton and William Nelson. 


Benjamin Harris—Will, Will Bk. 1, p. 72. 

Mentions wife, Mary; sons Overton J. and Robert; daughter, Nancy. 
“My three sons”—later “my fore children”. 

Executors: brothers, Frederick and Robert. 
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Witnesses: James Overton, Charles Nuckolls and Mary Ratliff. 

Probated October 14th, 1765. 

William Harris to Martin Baker—Indenture, dated 24th of April 
1759, between William Harris of the parish of Fredericksville, in the 
county of Louisa, and Hennerittah, his wife, of the one part and Mar- 
tin Baker of the parish of Saint Martin in the county of Hanover of 
the other, in consideration of three hundred and twenty-five pounds, 
and “for other good causes and considerations them thereunto moving”, 
they the said William and Hennerittah Harris deed to said Martin Baker 
all that messuage Tenements Tracts or parcel of land in parish of 
Fredericksville, county of Louisa, containing 350 acres, part of a tract 
of 1500 acres which was granted by letters patent bearing date the 24th 
day of March, one thousand seven hundred and twenty-five unto one 
William Harris as may appear by the records in the Secretary's Office 
at Williamsburg and by the said William Harris, who was the father 
of the said William Harris, given unto the said William Harris, his 
son, in his last will and testament recorded in the county court of Han- 
over, said land lyeth on the north fork of the Little River. 


Witnesses: David Smith, Thomas Rice and Jos. Goodman. 
Recorded April 24, 1759, Deed Bk. 2, p. 208. 


FROM CAMPBELL COUNTY ORDER BOOK.* 
Copied at Rustburg, Va., by W. Mac. Jones 


At the House of Micajah Terrell in the County of Campbell, on 
Thursday the 7th day of February 1782, and in the sixth year of the 
Commonwealth, a Commission of the Peace and Oyer and Terminet 
for this County under the seal of the State, bearing date the 1st day of 
February Instant—directed to: SAMUEL HAIRSTON, RICHARD 
STITH, JOHN FITZPATRICK, JAMES CALLAWAY, CHARLES 
LYNCH, FRANCIS THORP, JOHN TALBOT, JOHN WARD, 
JOHN HUNTER, GEO. STOVALL JR, JOHN CALLAWAY, 
ROBT. ADAMS JR., and WILLIAM HENDERSON, Gentlemen, or 
any four or more of them, with authority as well to execute within the 
limits of the said County their duties of the said office prescribed by 
Law, as to be of a Court to be held for the said County, of which 
Court, SAMUEL HAIRSTON, RICHARD STITH, JOHN FITZ- 
PATRICK, JAMES CALLAWAY, CHARLES LYNCH, FRANCIS 


*We are indebted to Mr. W. MacFarlane Jones for these notes 
which were received several months ago, but lack of space prevented 
previous publication. 
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THORP and JOHN TALBOT were to be one, was produced and 
ordered read. Whereupon the said JOHN WARD and JOHN HUN- 
TER, gentlemen, administered the oath of a Justice of the Peace as 
directed by law to the said SAMUEL HAIRSTON, gentleman, who 
took the same, and then he, the said Samuel Hairston administered the 
said oath to Richard Stith, James Callaway; Francis Thorp; John 
Talbot; John Ward, John Hunter, George Stovall Jr., John Callaway; 
Robt. Adams Jr. and William Henderson, gentlemen, who took the 
same. 

The Court being thus constituted. 


At a Court held at the House of Micajah Terrell the 7th day of 
February 1782; Francis Thorp produced a Commission appointing him 
Sheriff of the County. James Callaway, John Callaway, Harry Innis 
and James Steptoe, securities, giving bond. 

Robert Alexander was appointed Clerk of the Court. 

Bourne Price appointed Commissioner for receiving Taxes at the 
town of New London in this county. 

James Campbell, Commissioner for Taxes at Long Mountain. 

Thomas Lewis, Commissioner for Taxes at Ross Hook’s store, Fall- 
ing River. 

Williston Talbot made under Sheriff. 

James Steptoe, appointed Deputy Clerk. 

Harry Inniss qualified as attorney to practice law. 

Samuel Hairston and John Callaway appointed Commissioners to meet 
Commissioners from Bedford County and to agree on a division line 


between the two said counties. 
(signed) John F. Patrick. 


At a meeting held at the House of Micajah Terrell 7th of February 
1782. James Bullock, Christopher Irvine and James Adams were ap- 
pointed Commissioners of the Taxes in the said County. 


At a Meeting held at the house of Micajah Terrell on the 8th of 
February 1782 Charles M. Talbott was ordered to make a complete 
survey of the county in order to find the center for the purpose of 
erecting a Courthouse. 

James Callaway was recommended for appointment as County Lieu- 
tenant. 

Charles Lynch, for Colonel of Militia. 

John Callaway for Lieut. Colonel, militia. 

William Henderson, for Major of militia. 
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James Callaway, County Lieutenant and William Henderson, Major, 
produced their commissions from the Governor and took the oath. 

Josias Bullock, James Bullock, James Adams, Thomas McReynolds, 
Moses Fuqua, James Callaway, William Jordan, John Caffery and John 
Clayton were recommended to his Excellency as proper persons to 
execute the office of Militia Captains of this county. 

Thereupon James Bullock, James Adams, Moses Fuqua and John 
Caffery produced commissions from the Governor as Captains and took 
the oath. 


The first deed of Bargain and Sale recorded was one between 
Charles Caffery Jr., and Samuel Hairston. 


Court for 7th March 1782—Ordered: 

That Owen Franklin, Anselm Lynch, John Irvine, James Dinwiddie, 
Archelus Moon, Benj. Butter, Benjamin Arthur, John Helm, Henry 
Burnley, Charles Moale Talbot, Thomas Fleyth, Jesse Cobbs, David 
Russell and Edward Tate be recommended as proper persons for the 
office of Lieutenants of militia. 

And that John Ward Jr., Henry Ejidson, John McAllister, Joseph 
Stith, Plummer Thurston, Shildrake Brown Jr., James Stewart, Charles 
Gilliam, and Thomas Johnson be recommended as proper persons to hold 
office as Ensigns of militia for this county. 

Owen Franklin, Thomias McReynolds, William Jordan, John Irvine 
and Josias Bullock produced commissions and took oath as Captains, 
for this county. 

Archelus Moon, Benjamin Arthur, John Helm and Charles Moale 
Talbot produced commissions and took the oath as Lieutenants for this 
county. 

Joseph Stith, Plummer Thurston, Shildrake Brown Jr., and Charles 
Gilliam produced commissions and took the oath as Ensigns of militia 
for this county. 

At Court 4th April 1782. 

Ann Lynch, widow of Charles Lynch obtained letters of administration 
on her husbands estate. John Ward and John Callaway, securities. 

At Court 2nd May 1782. 

Elizabeth Wooldridge qualified as Admx. of Estate of Richard Wool- 
dridge. 

Ordered that Thomas Jones Jr. and John Cocke, two of the Executors 
of the last will and testament of WILLIAM JONES, decd., be appointed 
guardians of said Jones orphans, viz: James, John, David, Joel Watkins 
and Wm. Jones. It is further ordered that Thomas Lewis who inter- 
merried with Agnes Jones, widow of sd Williab Jones, decd., make 
accounting—allowed until next court. 
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At Court 6th June 1782. 

James Kinney a minister of the Gospel authorized to solemnize, per- 
form, and celebrate marriages. 

Ordered that Church Wardens of Russell Parish bind out Oliver 
Anthony, mulatta child of Annie Anthony to Drusilla Talbot. 

Charles Moale Davis recommended to Governor as Escheator for 


County. 
John Clarke and Griffin Lewis recommended for Coroners. 


At Court 4th April 1783. 

Samuel Poe a pensioner of the State came into court and being duly 
examined it is the opinion of the court that he still continues unable to 
get his living on account of wound received in his knee in Braddock’s 
defeat in 1755. 

John Hunter, gent, produced commission from the Governor appoint- 
ing him as Sheriff of the County, and took the oath. 


Court Sept. 1832— 

On motion of WM. LECKIE of this county, who makes his decla- 
ration on oath before Court, of his having served as a soldier in the 
Revolution, as stated in his declaration filed herewith etc etc. 


6th June 1782— 

JOHN WARD JR, and CHARLES TERRELL recommended as 
Lieutenants of militia. 

BENJAMIN BUTTERWORTH recommended as Ensign of militia. 

Adam Clements, James Bullock, Williston Talbot, Thomas Jones, 
(late of Buckingham) James Dixon, Christopher Irvine, Charles Moale 
Talbot and Jesse Barton recommended to be added to the Commission 
ot the Peace for this county. 

Charles Moale Talbot qualified as Deputy Clerk. 


1st August 1782. 

David Talbot qualified as Under Sheriff. 

John McAllister produced commission from Governor appointing him 
as an Ensign of militia for this county and qualified accordingly. 

Benjamin Arthur and Jacobus Earley qualified as Captains of militia. 

Edward Tate, Thomas Jones, and Thomas Patterson qualified as 
Lieutenants of militia. 

Thomas Franklin qualified as ensign of militia for this county. 

The Court for September 1782— 

The last will of GEORGE STOVALL, Gent. Presented and Thomas 
Stovall and James Stovall qualified as Executors. 

MICAJAH TERRELL, DAVID TERRELL, JOHN LYNCH, WM. 
JOHNSON, and JAMES JOHNSON set their negro slaves free. 
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Court 3rd October 1782— 

Christopher Johnson, Christopher Anthony and Wm. Davis free their 
slaves. 

List of Citizens furnishing Supplies, Arms, Teams etc. or rendering 
other service to the Continental Army, who received certificates calling 
for payments account thereof, at various sessions of the County Court 
of Campbell County between 7th Mch. 1782 and 4th April 1783. 


AIKEN, Joseph; AKERS, William; ALVERSON, James; ALLE- 
GRE, Matthew; ALEXANDER, Robert; ANTHONY, John; AR- 
THUR, Benjamin; ARTHUR, William; BARTON, Jesse; BABER, 
Robert; BARLOW, Thomas; BENNETT, Thomas; BEARD, Eliza- 
beth; BOOTHE, George; BOOKER, John; BOUGHTON, John; 
BROOKES, Robert; BROWN, Wm., Sr.; BROWN, William (of Lo- 
cust Thicket); BROWN, John; BROWN, Shildrake; BRYAN, An- 
drew; BRYAN, John; BULLOCK, James; BULLOCK, Josias; BUT- 
LER, Edward; BURNLEY, Isreal; CALLAWAY, James, Gent; CAL- 
LAWAY, James, Jr.; CALLAWAY, John Gent; CALDWELL, George; 
CALDWELL, Oliver; CARNEFAX, John; CARSON, James; CAR- 
TER, Augustine; CAMPBELL, Archibald; CLARK, John; CLEM- 
ENT, Adam; COCHRANE, Samuel; COCK, William; COCK, John; 
COCK, George; COCK, Agnes; DALE, John; DAVIS, John; DAN- 
NOWAY, Wm.; DOBBINS, Alexander; DUPOY, John; DUDLEY, 
William; EARLY, Mary; EARLY, Jacobus; EPPERSON, Little- 
berry; EIDS, Joseph; EIDSON, Skelton; EIDSON, Henry; EVANS, 
Thomas; FARRER, Thomas, FARIS, John; FARIS, William; FITZ- 
PATRICK, John Jr.; FRENCH, Daniel; FRANKLIN, Edward; 
FRANKLIN, Owen; FUQUA, Moses; GILBERT, Aquilla; GIL- 
BERT, Charles; GILBERT, Preston; GILBERT, Benjamin; GLASS, 
Vincent; GOGGIN, Stephen; GREEN, James; GRIFFITH, Robert; 
HART, Moses; HARRISON, William, Sr.; HAMMOCK, William: 
HAYS, William; HENDERSON, William; HELM, Thomas, decd.; 
HENNESY, Peter; HOOK, John; HUNTER, John, gent.; HURT, 
Moza; HUGHES, Robert; HUDNALL, William; IRVINE, John, Jr.; 
IRVINE, John; IRVINE, David; IRVINE, Christopher; JEFFER- 
SON, Thomas, Esq.; JONES, Agnes, widow; JONES, Thomas; LEW- 
IS, Thomas; LYNCH, Charles; LYLE, Maharshalhazboys; MOORE- 
MAN, Andrew; MOOREMAN, Achilles; MOOREMAN, Charles; 
MOOREMAN, William; MOOREMAN, Zachariah; MANN, Andrew; 
MARTIN, William; McELROY, Samuel; MASSIE, Sylvester; MIL- 
LER, John; MOON, Thomas; McREYNOLDS, Thomas; OGLESBY, 
Thomas; OVERSTREET, Thomas; PATRICK, Jno. F.; PHELPS, 
James; POINDEXTER, Joseph; PRICE, Bourne; PULLEN, Moses: 
POTTER, Ezekiel; PARRON, Stephen; PARRON, Daniel; PREW- 
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IT, Robert; QUARLES, Col. John; REED, Ajonadab; READ, James ; 
RICHARDSON, John; RICHARDSON, Thomas; ROARK, Charles; 
ROBINSON, John; ROSS, David; ROSSUM, Jonathan; RUST, Ann; 
RUSSELL, Robert; RUCKER, James; SHEARER, James, SPEN- 
CER, Charles; STEWART, James; STOVALL, George; STITH, 
Richard, Jr.; SUTTON, Christopher; SUTTON, Mary; TALBOT, 
John; TALBOT, Drusilla; TALBOT, William; TATE, Charles; 
TERRELL, Peter; THURSTON, Plummer; THORP, Francis; TIM- 
BERLAKE, Richard; TURPINER, William; TWEEDY, Joseph; 
VENABLE, John; VENABLE, Elizabeth; WALKER, Buckley; 
WARD, John, gent; WAMMACK, Richard; WEBSTER, John; 
WILEY, John; WILLIAMSON, William; WOOD, John; WOOD, 
Robert; WRIGHT, Thomas; YUILLE, Thomas. 


PAGE, ANDERSON, BLAIR, ETC. 
(From Richmond Newspapers) 

Argus—9g Sept. 1800, p. 3. 

Died Sunday morning last (Sep. 7) in 69th year of his age, John 
Blair. 

Examiner—6 Apl. 1803, p. 3. 

Mann Page died lately at Mansfield in Spottsylvania County. 

Enquirer—24 June, 1828, p. 3. 

Died at residence of Mr. Allen S. Fleshman in Halifax, on Apl. 28, 
1828, William M. Anderson, aged 19. 

Whig—17 Jan. 1832, p. 3. 

Died Saturday morning (Jan. 15) about 10 o'clock, Richard H. An- 
derson of Anderson & Son. He attended William & Mary College 
and the University of Virginia. Made two trips to Europe and lived 
for a short time in France. 

Whig—20 Mch. 1804, p. 3. 

Died on Monday last, March 16, David, son of David and Sarah An- 
derson, aged eight months. 

Enquirer—29 June, 1813, p. 3. 

Capt. Robert Anderson either killed or taken prisoner in assault on 
Hampton. Information by express. 

Died, Mrs. Page, wife of John Page, of Rosewell, Gloucester Co., Va. 

Whig & Public Advr—4 Jany. 1833 (from Norfolk Herald of Fri.) 

Died on Wednesday night, Mrs. Ann, T. Macfarland, wife of Wm. 
H. Macfarland, in the 28th year of her age. 

Enquirer—8 Oct. 1824. 

Advertisement of Chiles Terrell’s boarding school in Richmond. 


Enquirer—Oct. 1808. 
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Notice—In 1793 a request was made by letter from a gentleman in 
Virginia (thro Mr. Joseph Johnson, Consul General in London) to Mr. 
Thomas Digges then in England, to make inquiries for the heirs of the 
family of Mr. Abraham Milnes who when a youth left Brigghouse near 
Huddersfield, in Yorkshire for America, and was clerk to a merchant 
in Virginia, afterward kept a store of his own and did a profitable 
trade. He died unmarried in 1753 leaving land and property. Un- 
fortunately, by the loss at sea of the ship Jane & Rachel, Capt. Dade, 
from London to Alexandria, in the year 1798, the letter of request and 
other papers were lost and even the writers name (which is supposed 
to be Farly or Farsly) as well as his place of residence has been for- 
gotten but is guessed to be near Petersburg. The subscribers or either 
of them will be obliged to any informed, etc., etc. 

Signed—Geo. Milnes, Merchant, Boston; Thomas Digges, War- 
burton, Potomac, Md.; Geo. W. Riggs, Georgetown, 

Whig & Public Advertiser—29 Jul. 1834. 

Die’—July 28, age 58 years, Janet Ralston, who resided in Adams 
Valley. 

July 28th, Mrs. Elizabeth Weisiger, wife of Jacob Weisiger, age 41 
years. 

Enquirer—Oct. 20, 1827. 

Died on the roth inst., at Warminster, Hon. St. Geo. Tucker, aged 
75 years. 

Enquirer—Oct. 14, 1808. 

Died rst Oct., aged 36 years, Capt. Leroy Hipkins of the U. S. Navy. 

(Same paper)—Mrs. Phebe Gray, wife of Henry Gray, of Goochland. 


Whig—Friday, Aug. 16, 1834. 

Died on roth inst., Jane Clark, dau. Sampson & Angelica Jones, aged 
9 mos. and 15 days. 

July 19, 1834—Died—Mrs. Emily Brooke Hill, wife of Nathaniel 
Hill and only daughter of Owen Gwathmey, of Prince William county, 
aged 24 years. 

Enquirer—i2 Oct. 1808. 

Died the 5th inst., at her house in Franklin Court, Philadelphia, aged 
34 years, Mrs. Sarah Bache, wife of Richard Bache and only daughter 
of the late venerable father of his country, Dr. Benjamin Franklin. 

Married 1829—by Rev. Philip Courtney, M. E. Church, Burwell 
Gresham & Lucy Taylor. 

Enquirer—22 Feb. 1827. 

Died at residence of Capt. Wm. Worsham in Prince Edward County 
on the Ist inst., Mrs. Elizabeth Worsham, in the goth year of her age. 
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Enquirer—8 Oct. 1824. 

On Friday 1st at residence of Mr. Chiles Terrell in this city John 
Fergusson, Esq., of Westham Cottage, aged about 53. 

On Sept. 28th, 1824—Col. John Carr of Albemarle. 

Married 30 Sep. 1824 by Rev. Timothy Swift, Mr. Jno. Sims, Jr., 
formerly of this city to Elizabeth Ann, dau. Newell Baker of Louisa Co. 


Enquirer—7 July 1826. 

Married—za2nd ulto., at Indian Fields, York County, Va., Mr. Cary 
Wilkinson and Mary, daughter of Capt. Wm. M. McCandlish. 

Married, by Rev. Mr. Keith of Georgetown, D. C., at the residence 
of Mrs. Anne H. Lee, on the 22nd ulto., Rev. Wm. Louis Marshall of 
Favquier and Miss Ann Kinloch Lee, daughter of the late Gen. Henry 
Lee. 

Died—at the residence of her father, Col. James Scott, of Dinwiddie 
County, Mrs. Mary Macfarland, consort of James Macfarland of 
Lunenburg County, in the 21st year of her age. 

Enquirer—Feb. 24, 1827. 

Died—On Sunday 11th inst., in the 56th year of her age, Mrs. Mary 
Piggott, wife of Francis Piggott of James City. 

Small Henrico Book—p. 35, Mch. 1733. 

Anderson to Anmderson—Deed from Mary Anderson, wife of late 
Robert Anderson of New Kent to son John, land bought from Geo. 
Wilkinson, in New Kent (now Hanover) in 1719, etc. 

Similar deed to son Charles. 

[These deeds, etc., of course, not from newspapers. ] 

P. 83—Whitley to Richmond Terrell of Blisland Par., New Kent, etc. 

P. 87—Richard Brock. 

P. 151 (1734)—Will, Thomas Gibson, St. Martins Par., Hanover, etc. 

Enquirer—Nov. 20, 1827. 

Died—eldest son of Mr. Archibald Blair of this city, at his residence 
‘in Hanover County on the 15th inst., Mr. John H. Blair, in the 41st 
year of his age. 


Enquirer—14 Oct. 1808. 
Died Oct. 11, 1808, John Page, of Rosewell, in the County of Glou- 
cester, late Governor of this State. 


Whig & Public Advertiser—21 May 1833. 

Died at 9 o’clock this morning Mrs. Margaret Louther Anderson, con- 
sort of Richard Anderson, and her funeral will take place tomorrow from 
the residence of her late husband at g o’clock A. M. Should any of the 
friends and acquaintances of the family not receive a special invitation 
they will be pleased to attend without further notice. 
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Whig & Public Advertiser—7 June 1833. 

Died this morning a few minutes past one o'clock, after about 10 days 
of suffering, Richard Louther Anderson, son of Richard Anderson. 

Enquirer—Oct. 8, 1824. 

Died—On the morning of the 7th inst., Mr. Archibald Blair, Sr., in 
the 71st year of his age, and one of the oldest and most respected citi- 
zens of this city. He was clerk to the Committee of Safety and of the 
Council of Virginia during the whole period of our Revolutionary 
struggle. 

Enquirer—July 11, 1826 (Tuesday—hence date of death was July 9, 
1826). 

Died—On Sunday morning last in this city, at the same hour and in 
the same neighborhood, Mrs. Susan Anderson, wife of David Anderson, 
Esq., and Mrs. Mary Anderson, the wife of Richard Anderson, Esq. 
Their interment took place at the same hour. Mrs. Maria Anderson 
had lingered for seven days on the verge of the grave and her agonized 
friends scarcely dared hope she would be spared to them. Mrs. Susan 
Anderson was snatched away by a speedy death. The loss of these 
ladies will be deeply felt by their weeping families and their sympa- 
thizing neighbors and acquaintances. 

Marriage Bonds on file in Hustings Court, City of Richmond, Va. 

2oth Sept. 1808—John H. Blair and Margaret Louther Page, daughter 
of John Page. Wm. C. Williams security. Accompanied by certificates 
signed by Archibald Blair, dated 20 Sep. 1808, and John Page dated 19 
Sep. 1808. 

John G. Blair m. Sarah Heron on 27th April, 1812, she being ward 
of Chas. J. Macmurdo. 

Constitutional Whig—Fri. 7 July, 1831. 

Notice—Dissolution of partnership between Beverley Blair and David 
Anderson. 

W. Macfarlane Jones. 


ONE ENGLISH VIEW OF THE SOUTH. 
Extract from Dr. S. E. Morrison’s Oxford History of the United States 


‘The finest product of the plantation regime was the Southern gentle- 
man. Although few in number, he ruled the older Southern States by 
virtue of his personality even more than his property; and governed them 
honourably and efficiently, although not with enlightenment. Discrimi- 
natingly hospitable, invariably gracious to women, endowed with a high 
sense of personal honour and civic virtue, he led his beloved Southland 
to the worst debacle in modern history. Yet the image of him, dressed 
in black broadcloth and wideawake hat, directing from horseback the 
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labours of his slaves; or in grey uniform leading a cavalry charge under 
the stars and bars, appeals to the imagination of an era that has re- 
pudiated everything, good or bad, that he represented . . . . The 
“Southern chivalry” tradition was created in the generation of 1820 to 
1850. In Ivanhoe and the flood of imitative literature that followed, the 
cotton lord and his lady found a romantic mirror of their life and ideals, 
Some one remembered what the Washingtons and Lees had forgotten, 
that certain Virginia planters were descended from Stuart refugees, 
who forthwith were adopted as ancestors by the entira South. Every 
owned of ten negroes, however dubious his origin or squalid his ex- 
istence, became a “cavalier”, entitled to despise the low-bred shop- 
keepers, artisans, and clerks of the North. [The rage for Mayflower 
or “Knickerbocker” ancestry in the North, fifty years later, was the 
same sort of thing.] 


Pickenses, Boggesses, Pettuses, Magoffins, Letchers, Polks,— 
Where can you scarce up names like them among your mudsill folks? 


We should ill begrudge this romantic compensation to an isolated, almost 
beleagured people, had it not fed an unwholesome pride and dangerous 
insolence. What the South wanted was a Cervantes; what it got was 
brummagem gothic . . . At a time when Bryant, Emerson, Long- 
fellow, and Whittier were redeeming Northern materialism with cheerful 
song, Southern silence was broken only by the gloomy and romantic 
notes of Edgar Allan Poe. Southern novelists such as Simms, Kennedy, 
and Caruthers merely glorified the past; and it was a poor song-writer 
of Pennsylvania [Stephen C. Foster], writing in a New York garret, 
who attuned the beauty and pathos of the Old South to the human 
heart in “Uncle Ned”, “Old Black Joe”, and “My Old Kentucky 


MONTAGUE. 


I would greatly appreciate you inserting the following queries in 
the next issue of your magazine. 

Line from Peter Montague, Emigrant, Nansemond county, Virginia, 
born 1603. 

1. His son, Peter II, married Mary. What was her last name? 

2. Peter, son of above, married Elizabeth Morris, 1693, daughter 
of Thomas Morris. Who did he marry and what was his ancestry? 

3. Thomas Montague, son of above, married Grace Nicholson, 1716. 
She was daughter of William Nicholson and Grace Lewis, who were 
married November 2, 1686, and the granddaughter of James Nicholson, 
of Ixby, England, buried Middlesex county, 1687. Who were the parents 
of Grace Lewis and what historical record is there of William Nicholson 
and his father, James? 
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4. Thomas Montague, son of the above, married 1753, Jane Daniel, 
daughter of Charles Daniel and Jane Mickleborough. Charles Daniel 
is son of James Daniel and Margaret Vivien, grandson of Capt. Wil- 
liam Daniel, who died 1698. Was this Capt. William Daniel the emi- 
grant and where did he get his title? Is there any historical record 
for James Daniel or his son, Charles? 

5. William Montague, son of Thomas above, married, 1799, Judith 
Street, daughter of Dudley Street and Judith Miller. Who were the 
parents of Dudley Street and what historical record had he? Who 
were the parents of Judith Miller? 

6. Jane Mickleborough (paragraph four) was the daughter of Ed- 
mund Mickleborough II and Jane. What was her last name? 

7. Edmund II is son of Edmund I, who died 1690. Was Edmund I 
the emigrant and what historical record of Edmund, father and son, 
is there? 

8. Margaret Vivien (paragraph four) is the daughter of John 
Vivien, who died 1705, sheriff and high constable of Middlesex county. 
Was he the emigrant? 

9. John Vivien’s wife was Margaret Smith and her father was 
Capt. John Smith. Which of the Capt. John Smiths of Virginia was 
he? Was he the emigrant? If not, who were his parents? 

Apparently all of the above named resided in Nansemond and Mid- 
dlesex county except the Streets and Millers, of Powhatan county. 

Information in reply to any of the above queries will be of value in 
completing that portion of the Montague line through which I and 
others are descended. 

Mrs. W. R. Harney, 


804 Oak St., Jacksonville, Fla. 


SOME REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS. 


Selected from the Obituary Notices Published in Early Virginia News- 
papers. Compiled and Edited by W. Ronald Cocke, Jr. 


(Continued from Vol. XXXV, 450) 


SWAN, COLONEL JAMES—Died, 18 March, 1831. Paris, France. 
Native of United States. Merchant, politician, (a whig), soldier, and 
an author before age 22. Published a work against the slave trade. 
Accompanied General Warren on Bunker Hill, 17 June, 1775. In 
1787 was broke and deeply in debt, went to France and published a 
volume on the commerce of United States with France. Acquired 
reputation and confidence prior to 1794, together with an immense 
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fortune; paid his debts and in 1795 returned to United States. Re- 
turning to Europe, July, 1798, he engaged in different places com- 
plicated business affairs which were extensive. Among others with 
whom he dealt was a German who claimed to be a large creditor, 
whereas Mr. Swan claim to be the creditor. On this claim Mr. Swan 
was imprisoned in St. Pelagie in Paris in 1808, remaining until 1830; 
during this time the case was in the courts. In March, 1830, his 
prosecutor died, debtor to Mr. Swan, on judgment according to his 
representation. He never returned to the United States.—( Enquirer, 


27 May, 1831). 


SYDNOR, CAPTAIN WILLIAM—Died, 4 August, 1819, age 67. 
Nottoway county. Was an officer in the Revolutionary War. A hus- 
band and father.—(Enquirer, 13 August, 1819). 


TATE, ROBERT—Died, 8 July, 1832, age 80. Near Greenville. Native 
of Augutsta county. In Revolutionary War under his brother, Cap- 
tain James Tate, who fell in battle of Guilford. For many years an 
Elder in the Presbyterian Church of Bethel—(Staunton Spectator), 

(Whig, 17 July, 1832). 


THOMPSON, CHARLES—Died, age 95. Secretary of Congress from 
commencement to the conclusion of the Revolutionary War. For many 
years a resident of Montgomery county—on a farm.—( Philadelphia 
Gazette), Enquirer, 27 August, 1824). 


THOMPSON, JOHN—Died, 23 July, 1828, age 75. “Farmer’s Joy”, 
Nelson county. Emigrated in 1775 from Antrim county, Ireland to 
Pennsylvania, where he became a citizen. In Revolutionary War ; bat- 
tles of Long Island, Brandywine, White Plains and Germantown. 
Removed to Virginia 1784, where he married and became the father 
of numerous children —(Whig, 9 August, 1828). 


TINSLEY, CAPTAIN SAMUEL—Died, 22 October 1833, age 77. 
Hanover county. Entered Revolutionary War at age 18 and con- 
tined until its close; serving first as cornet, later as lieutenant of 
Calvary under command of Major Nelson. At seige of Yorktown. 
Upon surrender of British Army was ordered to conduct the prisoners 
to Winchester for exchange. At close of this war he joined the 
Northwestern Army as Captain under General Wayne and distinguished 
himself in the Indian battles; continued his service until a treaty was 
made. At this time he was stationed on the frontiers of Georgia and 
continued in the service until reduction of the army during Mr. 
Jefferson’s administration, at which time he was the oldest Captain 
in the American Army. He returned to Hanover and has resided with 
his brother, Colonel Thomas Tinsley past twelve years.——( Whig, 1 

November, 1833). 
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TOWNES, CAPTAIN JOSEPH—Died, 11 June, 1824, age 65. Meck- 
lenburg county. In Revolutionary War.—(Enquirer, 25 June, 1824). 


TRABUE, JOHN—Died, 11 April, 1828, age 66. Chesterfield county. 
Magistrate and an officer in the Revolutionary War. Member Cincin- 
nati Society. Served three years in the Continental Army, and was at 
Yorktown at the close.-(Whig 12 April, 1828). 


TREVILIAN, THOMAS—Died, 20 November, 1825, age 68. Caro- 
line county. Patriot and soldier—serving his country in some of her 
most trying scenes—(Whig, 2 December, 1825). 


TROTTER, GENERAL MATTHEW—Died, 9 December 1830. 
Albany, N. Y. Officer of the Revolution; engaged with General Peter 
Gansevoort and Colonel Marinus Willet in battles of Fort Stanwix; 
subsequently aid to Major General Lord Sterling. After war in 
mercantile business, and for some years Captain of a sloop sailing 
between Albany and New York. Had several public offices. With 
General John H. Wendell was delegated to invite General Lafayette 
to Albany on behalf of the city—(Whig, 17 December, 1830). 


TUCKER, HON. ST. GEORGE—Died, 10 November, 1827, age 77. 
Warminster, Va. Native of Bermuda. Was sent by parents to Wil- 
liam and Mary College in early youth. Was field officer in Virginia 
Militia and wounded in the battle of Guilford of the Revolution. 
For many years Judge of Court of Appeals and lately Judge of 
Federal Courts for District of Virginia. For long time the Professor 
of Law of William and Mary College. Survived by family.—( Whig, 
21 November, 1827). \ ‘a 

VAN WART, ISAAC—Died, \23 May, 1828. Greensbury, near Tarry- 
town, N. Y. In Revolutionary War—one of the captors of Major 
Andre—(N. Y. Enq.), (Whig, 4 June, 1828). 


VARICK, COLONEL RICHARD—Died, 5 August) 1831, age 79. 
Jersey City, N. J. Forgner Mayor of the city. Distinguished Revolu- 
tionary Patriot, Presidént-eé-the Cincinnati Society, Bible Society, etc. 
—(Enquirer, 9 August, 1831). as 

WARWICK, JACOB—Died, 11 January, 1826, age 80. Late of Poca- 
hontas county; died at farm of Colonel Charles Cameron, Bath county. 
For the past sixty years filled a large space in the public eye. In 
Revolutionary War. Survived by children and grandchildren.—( Whig, 
14 February, 1825). 

WATKINS, REV. BENJAMIN—Died, 17 July, 1831, age 76. Powhatan 
county. In ministry fifty years. In Revolutionary War.—(Enquirer, 
22 July, 1831). 

WATKINS, COLONEL JOEL—Died, 5 July, 1824, age 66. Bucking- 

ham county. In Revolutionary War.—(Enquirer, 3 August, 1824). 
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WATTS, COLONEL JOHN—Died, 8 June 1830. Bedford county. 
Gallant and distinguished Revolutionary officer—(Whig, 15 June, 
1830). 

WHITEHEAD, BENJAMIN, SR.—Died, 25 July, 1838, age 78. Buck- 
ingham county. In Revolutionary War.—(Whig, 3 August, 1838). 
WHITE, HON. ROBERT—Died, 16 March, 1831, age 72. Winchester. 
Judge of the General Court of Virginia. In Revolutionary War; vol- 
unteered at age 16 as a private. Made a lieutenant within first year, 
serving with distinguished gallantry until 1777 in New Jersey, where 

he was severely wounded.—( Whig, 18 March, 1831). 

WHITE, GENERAL THOMAS—Died, 21 March, 1825, age 67. 
“Spring Grove”, Hanover county. Was member House of Delegates, 
and magistrate many years. At age 17 served in Revolutionary War, 
and active in the closing scenes at Yorktown. Was Captain and later 
Brigadier-General in the Militia. Survived by wife and nine children. 
—(Enquirer, 12 April, 1825—Whig, 29 March, 1825). 

WOOD, MAJOR WILLIAM—Died, 24 March, 1819, age 55. Albemarle 
county. In Revolutionary War.—(Enquirer, 4 June, 1819). 

WYNN, ROBERT, SR.—Died, 1 December, 1824, age 75. Dinwiddie 
county. In Revolutionary War.—(Enquirer, 21 December, 1824). 


CASSON. 


Who were the mother and maternal grandfather of Sarah Casson, 
who married Wm. Pearson Alexander, and had nine children, four 
sons and five daughters as follows: William, James, Philip, Thomas, 
Anne Casson (married Alexander Morson), Susan Pearson (married 
Thomas Seddon), Sarah Casson, Eliza and Mary, the youngest married 
Dr. Beverly R. Wellford. The mother of Sarah Casson was a Miss 
Bruce, a cousin of Charles Bruce, of “Soldiers’ Rest”. 

Malcolm G. Bruce, 
Berry Hill, News Ferry, Va. 


WINSTON-MOSBY. 


Wanted: Information as to date and place of marriage of William 
Winston and Martha Mosby, which took place about 1801. Also in- 
formation as to Martha Mosby’s parents and ancestry. 

Landon C. Bell, 
115 East Rich St., Columbus, O. 
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HARRISON OF JAMES RIVER. 
(Continued) 


In January, 1840, the Southern Literary Messenger gave a favorable 
review of “Travels in North America”, by the Hon. C. A. Murray, 
son of Lord Dunmore, formerly governor of Virginia. The portion which 
relates to Berkeley and Brandon is published here, together with a letter 
from Benjamin Harrison, of Berkeley, on certain statements made in 
the book. 

“‘T availed myself with much pleasure of the hospitable offers of one 
or two gentlemen, whose acquaintance I had made in Richmond, of 
paying them a visit. I disembarked accordingly about sixty miles down 
the river, and received a kind welcome in the house of one of the oldest 
families in the state. Here I remained four or five days; and if the 
wishes of the friendly and excellent host, or of his guest, had alone to 
be consulted, I might have remained there as many weeks, so agreeable 
was the domestic circle in which I found myself, and so pressing were 
the invitations to prolong my stay. In Virginia, as in England, a 
country-house is a very hot-house of acquaintance, and ripens it much 
earlier than the common garden of society; and the hospitality of Vir- 
ginia is deservedly celebrated. 

Proceeding down the river about fifteen miles, I paid another visit to 
two gentlemen, brothers, who were connections of my former host. 
Indeed, a great many of the residents on the James river are, from 
intermarriage and division of old estates, mutually connected; and the 
cousin-ship of the old families of the Byrds, Carters, Randolphs, and 
Harrisons, is almost as widely extended as a similar relation in the high- 
lands of Scotland. They seem upon the most friendly terms—are con- 
stantly interchanging visits, without ceremony or invitation; and their 
hospitality to strangers is not surpassed in any country that I have seen. 
Here, too, I saw walls adorned with the powdered heads and laced coats 
of our common ancestors. I sat at dinner beneath the sweet smile of 
Pope’s Miss Blount, from the pencil of Sir G. Kneller;: while Lord 
Orrery, Lord Albemarle, and the Duke of Argyle, frowned from can- 
vass of respectable antiquity. The illusion was carried yet farther by 
the Anglicism of the names of their residences—such as Shirley, Bran- 
don, Berkeley, etc. 


| 
i 
SSOn. 
four 
. 
rried 
rri 
Miss 
Ja. 
q 
liam 
> in- 
oO 
j 
| 


272 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE 


As these were the first plantations, or farms, which I had as yet 
seen cultivated on a large scale by slave-labor, I naturally paid much 
attention to the appearance of the land and its cultivators. I shall not 
interrupt this narrative portion of my journal, by any remarks on the 
general question of slavery, but shall confine myself to a simple record 
of the facts which came under my observation during this excursion— 
reserving to another occasion the discussion of a subject which is con- 
fessedly the most important, the most disagreeable, and the most dif- 
ficult that can engage the attention either of the politician or the moralist 
in the United States. 

From what I had already seen of the social qualities of the gentlemen 
at whose houses I was a visitor, I was rather gratified than surprised 
to witness the comparative comfort and good usage enjoyed by their 
slaves. The huts in which they reside are constructed ot wood, ana 
divided in the centre by a compartment, in which is fixed a chimney, 
to convey the smoke from each division; their food (consisting chietly 
of fish, broth, maize cooked after various fashions, bacon, etc.) is 
wholesome and sufficient; their cloathing, coarse, but suited to their ne- 
cessities, and to the climate; their labor compulsory and constant, but 
not beyond their power. During the days that I spent in the neigh- 
borhood, I did not see any corporal punishment; but each overseer was 
armed with a cowhide; and one, with whom I held a long conver- 
sation regarding the details of his occupation, informed me, that he was 
obliged constantly to use the lash, both to the men and women; that 
some he whipped four or five times a week, some only twice or thrice 
a-month; that all attempts to make them work regularly by advice or 
kindness were unavailing, for their general character was stubborn idle- 
ness; and that many who were chereful, and even appeared attached 
to the family, would not work without occasional hints from the cow- 
hide. He owned he was extremely sorry that the race existed in Vir- 
ginia, destroying as they must the market for the white man’s labor; 
adding his conviction that his employer’s estate would produce more 
clear revenue if every negro were removed from the state, and the 
property divided into farms under lease. The grounds for this opinion, 
were the heavy original outlay in the purchase of slaves (the price of 
an able-bodied male being, at an average, 150£)—the expense of their 
maintenance—the perpetual losses incurred by their dying, running away, 
falling sick, and other casualties, the weight of which in free countries 
falls upon the labourer.’ 

Now, we believe there never was a traveller more anxious to avoid 
whatever might give offence—consistently with the higher obligations 
to speak the truth—than our author. His character as a gentleman for- 
bids the idea, that he did not believe every word of the foregoing to 
be strictly true; and we feel confident, that, had he supposed any thing 
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Georce E. Harrison, Sr. 


Courtesy of Mr. W. Gordon Photograph from Frick Art 
Harrison, Richmond, Va. Reference Library, New York. 
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in this statement calculated to wound any of the gentlemen, whose 
kindness and hospitality he so gratefully acknowledges, he would have 
cancelled the whole. The paragraph we have quoted, as well as sub- 
sequent ones in which he alludes to the slaves, are calculated to give 
an erroneous idea of their treatment on the James River. We call at- 
tention, however, particularly to the allegations which we have quoted. 
We have no doubt Mr. Murray understood the overseer so to speak— 
if he did not misapprehend him, then it is evident that functionary was 
exaggerating, to enhance the idea of his own importance and authority; 
or, not less probably, was disposed! to quiz one whom he perhaps thought, 
from his questions, no better than an abolitionist. However this may 
be, we assert confidently that, with reference to no estate in Virginia, 
however large, would the assertion even approximate to the truth. We 
do not believe it would hold good as to any estate in the south or south- 
west, where slavery exists under a more unmitigated form than in Vir- 
ginia. The sensibility of the parties implicated in the charge, shows the 
public sentiment in regard to the humane treatment of slaves. 

We find by the papers that one of the gentlemen has come forward 
to deny, so far as he is concerned, the statements alluded to. Mr. B. 
Harrison speaks for himself. For his relatives, we may say that, in con- 
siderate and humane treatment of their slaves, and in conscientious re- 
gard to their physical comforts and spiritual interests, the proprietors 
of Brandon are not excelled by any gentlemen in the country. We 
have no right—even to repel aspersions—to go into details to establish 
these facts. Suffice it to say, that to no estate would we more readily 
refer the Trans-Atlantic or Northern Abolitionist. 


“Clarke Co., Virginia, September 6th, 1839. 
‘To the Editor of the Enquirer. 


Dear Sir,—In the connexion which so lately existed between yourself 
and my friend, George E. Harrison of Brandon, will be found my 
apology for troubling you with this letter. In a Book of Travels in 
America, recently published, by the Hon. C. A. Murray, is contained 
an account of his visit to the estates of Berkeley and Brandon, on the 
James river. At one or the other of those places, it_seems he held a 
conversation with an overseer; the substance of which, if true, is 
calculated to throw indelible disgrace on the planters and farmers of 
the South, and especially on the proprietor of Berkeley or Brandon. 
To this conversation I ask your particular attention. 

To understand this matter thoroughly, it may be as well to state, that 
I first saw Mr. Murray in Richmond at the house of a brother of my 
wife, where he was received on the most social terms. By one of the 
ladies of the family, I was told he had expressed a wish to visit some 
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of the old family seats on James river—and at her instance he was 
invited to Berkeley. Regarding Mr. Murray as a gentleman, he was 
received into my family, and treated as such; and it is but an act of 
justice to say, that I was extremely pleased with him, believing that I 
had rarely met with one so intelligent and unassuming. He remained 
with us five or six days—and, on one occasion told me, that his prin- 
cipal motive for visiting the country was to see the condition of the 
slaves, and he was most agreeably surprised to find them treated with a 
degree of humanity and kindness which he had not expected; and he 
further added, that if they could forget they were slaves, their condition 
was decidedly better than that of the great mass of laborers in Europe; 
if not the words, such was the substance of his remraks, after having 
spent several days with us. 

From Berkeley, Mr. Murray was furnished with a boat to visit 
Brandon, and carried with him letters of introduction to my friends 
and relatives, Messrs. George E. and William Harrison. From this 
statement you may imagine my utter astonishment on reading the con- 
versation said to have been held with an overseer relative to the treat- 
ment of our negroes. 

I am not at all disposed to question Mr. Murray’s veracity, nor should 
I do it in any fact witnessed by himself; but as it respects the overseer’s 
statement, that I will venture to pronounce as false throughout—nor 
do I in truth believe such cruelty is practised on any estate in Virginia. 
For the manner in which the Brandon servants are treated, I have but to 
refer you to the letter of the late- Mr. George E. Harrison to the present 
Secretary of the Navy. For myself, I do most positively aver, that when 
I left home on the first of September, but one grown negro on the 
Berkeley estate had suffered corporal punishment during the present 
year, and his offence was stealing. 

As my overseer is a Quaker, he seems quite as averse to any unneces- 
sary severity as I am; and, at this moment, I verily believe there is 
no such thing as a cowhide on my estate. The truth is, in relation to 
this formidable weapon, (although a disgusting object with me) yet 
with that class from which overseers are taken, it is frequently used 
as the cheapest kind of horse-whip, and, on the larger estates, the 
overseers are required to be generally on horseback. 


Very respectfully, I am, 


Benjamin Harrison’.” 


The letter from George E. Harrison to J. K. Paulding, Secretary of 
the Navy, was reprinted in the Farmers’ Register for November, 1836, 
from Paulding’s Slavery in the United States (1836) : 
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Extract from Slavery in the United States—by J. K. Paupines being 
a letter to the author from a farmer of lower Virginia. 


Dear Sir—As regards the first query, which relates to ‘the rights and 
duties of the slave,’ I do not know how extensive a view of this branch 
of the subject is contemplated. In its simplest aspect, as understood and 
acted on in Virginia, I should say that the slave is entitled to an 
abundance of good plain food; to coarse but comfortable apparel; to a 
warm but humble dwelling; to protection when well, and to succor when 
sick; and, in return, that it is his duty to render to his master all the 
service he can, consistently with perfect health, and to behave sub- 
missively and honestly. Other remarks suggest themselves, but they will 
be more appropriately introduced under different heads. 

2d. ‘The domestic relations of master and slave.’ These relations are 
much misunderstood by many persons to the north, who regard the 
terms an synonymous with oppressor and oppressed. Nothing can be 
farther from the fact. The condition of the negroes in this state 
has been greatly ameliorated. The proprietors were formerly fewer and 
richer than at present. Distant quarters were often kept up to support 
the aristocratic mansion. They were rarely visited by their owners; and 
heartless overseers, frequently changed, were employed to manage them 
for a share of the crop. These men scourged the land, and sometimes 
the slaves. Their tenure was but for a year, and of course they made 
the most of their brief authority. Owing to the influence of our in- 
stitutions, property has become subdivided, and most persons live on, or 
near their estates. There are exceptions, to be sure, and particularly 
among wealthy gentlemen in the towns: but these last are almost all 
enlightened and humane, and alike liberal to the soil, and to the slave 
who cultivates it. I could point out some noble instances of patriotic 
and spirited improvement among them. But to return to the resident 
proprietors: most of them have been raised on the estates; from the 
older negroes they have received in infancy numberless acts of kind- 
ness; the younger ones have not unfrequently been their playmates, (not 
the most suitable, I admit,) and much good-will is thus generated on 
both sides. In addition to this, most men feel attached to their prop- 
erty; and this attachment is stronger in the case of persons than of 
things. I know it and feel it. It is true, there are harsh masters; but 
there are also bad husbands and bad fathers. They are all exceptions 
to the rule, not the rule itself. Shall we therefore condemn in the gross 
those relations, and the rights and authority they imply, from their oc- 
casional abuse? I could mention many instances of strong attachment 
on the part of the slave, but will only adduce one or two, of which I 

have been the object. It became a question whether a faithful servant, 
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bred up with me from boyhood, should give up his master, or his wife 
and children, to whom he was affectionately attached, and most attentive 
and kind. The trial was a severe one, but he determined to break those 
tender ties and remain with me. I left it entirely to his discretion, 
though I would not, from considerations of interest, have taken for him 
quadruple the price I should probably have obtained. Fortunately, in 
the sequel, I was enabled to purchase his family, with the exception of 
a daughter, happily situated; and nothing but death shall henceforth 
part them. Were it put to the test, I am convinced that many masters 
would receive this striking proof of devotion. A gentleman but a day 
or two since informed me of a similar and even stronger case, afforded 
by one of the slaves. As the rewards of assiduous and delicate attention 
to a venerated parent, in her last illness, I proposed to purchase and lib- 
erate a healthy and intelligent woman, about thirty years of age, the 
best nurse, and, in all respects, one of the best servants in the state, of 
which I was only part owner; but she declined to leave the family, 
and has been since rather better than free. I shall be excused for 
stating a ludicrous case I heard of some time ago: A favorite and in- 
dulged servant requested his master to sell him to another gentleman. 
His miaster refused to do so, but told him he was at perfect liberty to 
go to the north, if he were not already free enough. After a while he 
repeated the request; and, on being urged to give an explanation of 
his singular conduct, told his master that he considered himself con- 
sumptive, and would soon die; and he thought Mr. B——— was better 
able to bear the loss than his master. He was sent to a medicinal spring, 
and recovered his health, if indeed he had ever lost it, of which his 
master had been unapprised. It may not be amiss to describe my de- 
portment towards my servants, whom I endeavor to render happy while 
I make them profitable. I never turn a deaf ear, but listen patiently 
to their communications. I chat familiarly with those who have passed 
service, or have not begun to render it. With the others I observe a 
more prudent reserve, but I encourage all to approach me without awe. 
I hardly ever go to town without having commissions to execute for 
some of them; and think they prefer to employ me, from a belief that, 
if their money should not quite hold out, I would add a little to it; which 
I not unfrequently do, in order to get a better article. The re- 
lation between myself and my slaves is decidedly friendly. I keep up 
pretty exact discipline, mingled with kindness; and hardly ever lose 
property by thievish, or labor by runaway slaves. I never lock the 
outer doors of my house. It is done, but done by the servants; and I 
rarely bestow a thought on the matter. I leave home periodically for 
two months, and commit tha dwelling-house, plate, and other valuables 
to the servants, without even an enumeration of the articles. 
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3d. ‘The duration of the labor of the slave.’ The day is usually 
considered long enough. Employment at night is not exacted by mie, 
except to shell corn once a week for their own consumption, and on a 
few other extraordinary occasions. The people, as we generally call 
them, are required to leave their houses at daybreak, and to work until 
dark, with the intermission of half an hour to an hour at breakfast, and 
one to two hours at dinner, according to the season and sort of work. 
In this respect I suppose our negroes will bear a favorable comparison 
with any laborers whatever. 
4th. ‘The liberty usually allowed the slave; his holidays and amuse- 
ments; and the way in which they usually spend their evenings and 
holydays.’ They are prohibited from going off the estate without first 
obtaining leave; though they often transgress, and with impunity; ex- 
cept in flagrant cases. Those who have wives on other plantations, visit 
them on certain specified nights, and have an allowance of time for going 
and returning, proportioned to the distance. My negroes are permitted, 
and indeed encouraged, to raise as many ducks and chickens as they can; 
to cultivate vegetables for their own use, and a patch of corn for sale: 
to exercise their trades when they possess one, which many do; to catch 
muskrats and other animals for the fur or the flesh; to raise bees, and, 
in fine, to earn an honest penny in any way which chance or their own 
ingenuity may offer. The modes specified are however, those most com- 
monly resorted to, and enable provident servants to make from five to 
thirty dollars a piece. The corn is of a different sort from that which 
I cultivate, and is all bought by me. A great many fowls are raised: 
I have this year known ten dollars worth sold by one man at one time. 
One of the chief sources of profit is the fur of the muskrat; for the 
purpose of catching which the marshes on the estate have been parcelled 
out and appropriated from time immemorial, and are held by a tenure 
little short of fee-simple. The negroes are indebted to Nat Turner* 
and Tappan for a curtailment of some of their privileges. Ajs a sincere 
friend to the blacks, I much regretted the reckless interference of these 
persons, on account of the restrictions it has become, or been thought 
necessary to impose. Since the exploit of the former hero, they have 
been forbidden to preach except to their fellow-slaves, the property of 
the same owner ; to have public funerals, unless a white person officiates ; 
or to be taught to read and write. Their funerals formerly gave them 
great satisfaction, and it was customary here to furnish the relations of 
the deceased with bacon, spirit, flour, sugar, and butter, with which a 
grand entertainment, in their way, was got up. We were once much 
amused by a hearty fellow requesting his mistress to let him have his 


* The leader of the insurrection in Lower Virginia, in which upwards 
of a hundred white persons, principally women and children, were mas- 
sacred in cold blood. [Note by G. E. H.] 
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funeral during his lifetime, when it would do him some good. The wag- 
gish request was granted; and, I venture to say, there never was a 
funeral, the subject of which enjoyed it so much. When permitted, 
some of our negroes preached with great fluency. I was present a few 
years since when an Episcopal minister addressed the people, by ap- 
pointment. On the conclusion of an excellent sermon, a negro preacher 
rose and thanked the gentleman kindly for his discourse, but frankly 
told him the congregation ‘did not understand his lingo.’ He then pro- 
ceeded himself, with great vehemence and volubility, coining words 
where they had not been made to his hand, or rather his tongue, and 
impressing his hearers, doubtless, with a decided opinion of his su- 
periority over his white co-laborer in the field of grace. My brother 
and I, who own contiguous estates, have lately erected a chapel on the 
line between them, and have employed an acceptable minister of the 
Baptist persuasion, to which the negroes almost exclusively belong, to 
afford them religious instruction. Except as a preparatory step to 
emancipation, I consider it exceedingly unpolitic, even as regards the 
slaves themselves, to permit them to read and write: ‘Where ignorance is 
bliss,’ tis folly to be wise.’ And it is certainly unpolitic as regards their 
masters, on the principle that ‘knowledge is power.’ My servants have 
not as long holydays as those of most other persons. I allow three 
days at Christmas, and a day at each of three other periods, besides a 
little time to work their patches, or, if very busy, I sometime prefer 
to work them myself. Most of the ancient pastimes have been lost in 
this neighborhood, and religion, mock or real, has succeeded them. The 
banjo, their national instrument, is known but in name, or in a few 
of the tunes which have survived. Some of the younger negroes sing 
and dance, but the evenings and holydays are usually occupied in work- 
ing, in visiting, and in praying and singing hymns. The primitive cus- 
toms and sports are, I believe, better preserved farther south, where 
slaves were brought from Africa long after they ceased to come here. 

6th. ‘The provision usually made for their food and clothing; for 
those who are too young or too old to labor.’ My men receive twelve 
quarts of Indian meal (the abundant and universal allowance in this 
state,) 7 salted herrings, and 2 lbs. smoked bacon, or 3 lbs. of pork a 
week; the other hands proportionately less. But, generally speaking, 
their food is issued daily, with the exception of meal, and consists of 
fish or bacon for breakfast, and meat, fresh or salted, with vegetables, 
whenever we can provide them, for dinner; or, for a month or two 
in the spring, fresh fish cooked with a little bacon. This mode is rather 
more expensive to me than that of weekly rations, but more comfor- 
table to servants. Superannuated or invalid slaves draw their pro- 
visions regularly once a week; and the moment a child ceases to be 
nourished by its mother, it receives 8 quarts of meal (more than it can 
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consume,) and % lb. of lard. Besides the food furnished by me, nearly 
all the servants are able to make some addition from their private stores ; 
and there is, among the adults, hardly an instance of one so improvident 
as not to do it. He miust be an unthrifty fellow indeed who cannot 
realize the wish of the famous Henry [Vth in regard to the French 
peasantry, and enjoy his fowl on Sunday. I always keep on hand, for 
the use of the negroes, sugar, molasses, &c., which, though not regularly 
issued, are applied for on the slightest pretexts, and frequently no pre- 
text at all, and are never refused except in cases of misconduct. In 
regard to clothing: the men and boys receive a winter coat and trow- 
sers of strong cloth, 3 shirts, a stout pair of shoes and socks, and a pair 
of summer pantaloons, every year; a hat about every second year, and 
a great-coat and blanket every third year. Instead of great-coats and 
hats, the women have large capes to protect the bust in bad weather, 
and handkerchiefs for the head. The articles furnished are good and 
serviceable; and, with their own acquisitions, make their appearance 
decent and respectable. On Sunday they are even fine. The aged and 
invalid are clad as regularly as the rest, but less substantially. Mothers 
receive a little raw cotton, in proportion to the number of children, with 
the privilege of having the yarn, when spun, woven at my expense. I 
provide them with blankets. Orphans are put with careful women, and 
treated with tenderness. I ami attached to the little slaves, and encourage 
familiarity among them. Sometimes, when I ride near the quarters, they 
come running after me with the most whimsical requests, and are ren- 
dered happy by the distribution of some little donation. The clothing 
described is that which is given to the crop hands. Home servants, a 
numerous class in Virginia, are of course clad in a different and very 
superior manner. I neglected to mention, in the proper place, that there 
are on each of my plantations a kitchen, an oven, and one or more cooks; 
and that each hand is furnished with a tin bucket for his food, which 
is carried into the field by little negroes, who also supply the laborers 
with water. 


7. ‘Their treatment when sick.’ My negroes go or are carried, as 
soon as they are attacked, to a spacious and well-ventilated hospital, 
near the mansion-house. They are there received by an attentive nurse, 
who has an assortment of medicine, additional bed-clothing, and the com- 
mand of as much light food as she may require, either from the table 
or the store-room of the proprietor. Wine, sago, rice, and other little 
comforts appertaining to such an establishment, are always kept on hand. 
The condition of the sick is much better than that of the poor whites, 
or free colored people, in the neighborhood. 


8. ‘Their rewards and punishments.’ I occasionally bestow little 
gratuities for good conduct, and particularly after harvest; and hardly 
ever refuse a favor asked by those who faithfully perform their duty. 
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Vicious and idle servants are punished with stripes, moderately inflicted ; 
to which in the case of theft, is added privation of meat, a severe pun- 
ishment to those who are never suffered to be without it on any other 
account. From my limited observation, I think that servants to the 
north work much harder than our slaves. I was educated at a college 
in one of the free states, and, on my return to Virginia, was struck with 
the contrast. I was astonished at the numjber of idle domestics, and 
actually worried my mother, much to my contrition since, to reduce 
the establishment. I say to my contrition, because, after eighteen years 
residence in the good Old Dominion, I find myself surrounded by a 
troop of servants about as numerous as that against which I formerly 
so loudly exclaimed. While on this subject it may not be amiss to state 
a case of manumission, which occurred about three years since. My 
nearest neighbor, a man of immense wealth, owned a favorite servant, 
a fine fellow, with polished manners and excellent disposition, who reads 
and writes, and is thoroughly versed in the duties of a butler and house- 
keeper, in the performance of which he was trusted without limit. This 
man was, on the death of his master, emancipated, with a legacy of 
$6,000, besides about $2,000 more which he had been permitted to ac- 
cumulate, and had deposited with his master, who had given him credit 
for it. The use that this man, apparently so well qualified for freedom, 
and who has had an opportunity of travelling and of judging for him- 
self, makes of his money and his time, is somewhat remarkable. In 
consequence of his exemplary conduct, he has been permitted to reside 
in the state, and for very moderate wages occupies th same situation he 
did in the old establishment; and will probably continue to occupy it as 
long as he lives. He has no children of his own, but has put a little 
girl, a relation of his, to school. Except in this instance, and in the 
purchase of a few plain articles of furniture, his freedom and his 
money seem not much to have benefited him. A servant of mine, who is 
intimate with him, thinks he is not as happy as he was before his liber- 
ation. Several other servants were freed at the same time, with smaller 
legacies, but I do not know what has become of them. 

I do not regard negro slavery, however mitigated, as a Utopian system, 
and have not intended so to delineate it. But it exists, and the difficulty 
of removing’ it is felt and acknowledged by all save the fanatics, who 
like ‘fools, rush in where angels dare not tread.’ It is pleasing to know 
that its burdens are not too heavy to be borne. That the treatment of 
slaves in this state is humane, and even indulgent, may be inferred from 
the fact of their rapid increase, and great longevity. I believe that, 
constituted as they are, morally and physically, they are as happy as 
any peasantry in the world; and I venture to affirm, as the result of my 
reading and inquiry, that in no country are the laborers so liberally and 
invariably supplied with bread and meat as are the negro slaves of the 
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United States. However great the dearth of provisions, famine never 
reaches them. 

P. S.—It might have been stated above, that on this estate there are 
about 160 blacks. With the exception of infants, there has been in 
eighteen months but one death that I remember, that of a man fully 
65 years of age. The bill for medical attendance from the second day 
of last November, comprising upwards of a year, is less than forty 
dollars.” 

The Harrison brothers wrote frequently on agricultural topics. A 
letter from George E. Harrison on slave quarters was printed in the 
Farmers’ Register, Vol. Il, p. 703: 


For many years during this period Brandon continued to be notable 
for its delightful hospitality. Indeed this has never ended. That of 
the olden time was celebrated, poetically, by one who was a guest. 

‘John R. Thompson’s well known verses on “The Window Panes at 
Brandon” were published in the Southern Literary Messenger of De- 
cember, 1851. They are as follows: 


“Upon the window panes at Brandon, on James River, are inscribed 
the names, cut with a diamond ring, of many of those who have com- 
posed the Christmas and May parties of that hospitable mansion in 
years gone by. 


As within the old mansion the holiday throng 
re-assembles in beauty and grace, 

And some eye looking out of the window, by chance, 
these memorial records may trace— 

How the past, like a swift-coming haze from the sea, 
in an instant, surrounds us once more, 

While the shadowy figures of those we have loved, all 
distinctly are seen on the shore! 


Through the vista of years, stretching dimly away, we 
but look, and a vision behold— 

Like some magical picture the sunset reveals with 
its colours of crimson and gold— 

All suffused with the glow of the hearth’s ruddy blaze, 
from beneath the gay ‘Mistletoe bough,’ 

There are faces that break into smiles as divinely 
as any that beam on us now. 


While the Old Year departing strides ghost-like along 
o’er the hills that are dark with the storm, 

To the New the brave beaker is filled to the brim, and 
the play of affection is warm: 
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Look once more—as the garlanded Spring re-appears, 
in her footsteps we welcome a train 

Of fair women, whose eyes are as bright as the gem that 
has cut their dear names on the pane. 


From the canvas of Vandyke and Kneller that hangs on 
the old-fashioned wainscotted wall, 

Stately ladies, the favored of poets, look down 
on the guests and the revel and all; 

But their beauty though wedded to eloquent verse, and 
though rendered immortal by Art, 

Yet outshines not the beauty that breathing below, 
in a moment, takes captive the heart. 


Many winters have since frosted over these panes with 
the tracery-work of the rime, 

Many Aprils have brought back the birds to the lawn 
from some far away tropical clime— 

But the guests of the season, alas! where are they? 
some the shores of the stranger have trod, 

And some names have been long ago carved on the stone, 
where they sweetly rest under the sod. 


How uncertain the record! the hand of a child, in 
its innocent sport, unawares, 

May, at any time, lucklessly shatter the pane, and 
thus cancel the story it bears: 

Still a portion, at least, shall uninjured remain— 
unto trustier tablets consigned— 

The fond names that survive in the memory of friends 
who yet linger a season behind. 


Recollect, oh young soul, with ambition inspired !—let 
the moral be read as we pass— 

Recollect the illusory tablets of fame 
have been ever as brittle as glass; 

Oh then be not content with a name there inscribed,— 
for as well may you trace it in dust,— 

But resolve to record it where long it shall stand, 
in the hearts of the good and the just! 


These windows were destroyed by Federal soldiers during the War.” 


(To be continued) 
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THE WORMELEY FAMILY. 
(Continued) 


The inventory of Ralph Wormeley, Esq., was recorded in Middlesex, 
November 3, 1701. Among other items were in the parlor, 14 “worne 
chairs”, “1 Rusha leather chair”, 2 elbow chairs, 1 large “ovell table”, 
I small table, a scrutoire, a “box of drawers upon a frame”, a looking 
glass, an old clock, ets., etc. Other items were in “the chamber”, in the 
chamber over the said chamber, in the chamber over the parlor, in the 
nursery, in the room “over the Lady’s Chamber”, in “the Ladies Cham- 
ber”, in the entry, in “Madam Wormeley’s closet”. 


Ralph Wormeley had a large library for that day. The titles of the 
books are recorded in full. We copy the list here from the William and 
Mary College Quarterly, 11, 170-174, (for which we make acknowledge- 
ments to Dr. Lyon G. Tyler.) 


“In Madam Wormeley’s closet Books Inventory not valued: 

Oglebees America in folio, Daltons Country Justices, Doctr. Willis 
practice of Physick, Doctr. Andros sermons folio, the history of Great 
Britain, the Book of homileys, Burnets first part of Refermacon, the 
History of ye world in folio, Doctr. Burnets theor. of ye earth, the re- 
ports of Sr Edwd Cook, Dr. ffeetley’s Book, the Genll History of Spaine 
folio, Hylings [Heylin’s] Cosmography, the ffamous Doctr. Usher Body 
of Divinity, Doctr Halls treaties in folio, fifty Comodys & tragedies in 
folio, a Dixionary, Doctr Andros 96 Sermons in folio, 1 Latin Book for 
the sacremt in fol., Hooker’s Eclasaastis [Ecclesiastical] polity, the sec- 
ond part of Pools annotacons on ye Bible, Phillips world of words in 
Latin, the 8th book of the Peloponesian warr, Naman the asserian, the 
History of Philip Decoming, a reply to the Jesuits, St. Thoma the His- 
tory of ye world or an accot of time, the holy State, enquiry into Humane 
nature, the princis Gloria, the new world of words a Latin Dixionary, 
the history of George Castriat, the history of Scotland, Sr Francis 
Bacon’s naturall history, the Spanish and English Dixionary, Rusha 
(Rushworth’s) collection ye 2d vollem & second part, Aphorisms Civil 
and Military, the patterne of Catechistical Doctrine, two books of 
Shepard’s abridgment, Key of the Bible, the life and Reigne of King 
Charles, Rusha Collections, ye 2d part of the Laws of Eclasastical 
policy, the merchants mapp of comerce, Burton mellancholly, the History 
of the Island of Barbados, the Displaying of Supposed witchcraft, the 
reports of Sr Edwd Cook, Experimental natural philosophy, the state of 
the Ottamy Expire, Doctr Browns book of Physick, Doctr ffuller’s holy 
state, the life of Gusmon, the Genll History of ffrance, naturall magick, 
ffuller’s wortheys, works of John Boyse, a treaties of Justification, 
Josephus, a geographicall Dixionary, a geographical Description of the 
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four parts of ye world, the works of Sr Wm. Davenant, Doctr Taylor’s 
course of sermons, the works of John Boyse, Lex. murketoria, a Collec- 
tion of Travells, ye history of ye Low Countries, Ambros Perry (Pare? 
a celebrated French surgeon), Camdan’s Brittania, Bishop Babington’s 
works, the History of the civil warrs of ffrance, the Common prayer book, 
the practice of ye Law, the third part of the Institutes of ye Lawe of 
England, a prospect of ye most famous parts of the world, an old Latin 
Book, thorowgood’s travells, a chirurgicall old Book, an Embersee from 
ye East India Compa to ye Grand Tartar, the Dutch annotacons on ye 
holy Bible, the Second part of Burnets Reformacon, the Civil warrs of 
Caesar and Pompey, the Sea Bacon, [Beacon], a new survey of the 
West Indies, a Description of the Body of man, the first part of Cock’s 
Institutes, a Collection of the Laws of Virginia, Contemplacons upon the 
New Testament, a Concordance to ye Bible, Resolves, a ffrench & Eng- 
lish Dixionary, the office & authority of sheriffs, the Chyrurgans mate, 
the morning Exercises, an old Law book, an apology of Christian 
Divinity, a book of homilies, jurisdiction of Lawfull authority, the im- 
partiall history o flreland, the office of justice of the peace, Experi- 
ments in Consort (?), Culpeper Dispensatory, an Abrdgnmt of the 
Eclesastical Laws, Pancraetick Juice, the Earle of Staffords tryall, a 
treasis of the gout, the mistery of the Jesuitts, a Dixionary, the History 
of the church, the citys and towns of England, the Body of Cookery, 
Doctr Taylor’s holy living and Dying, Divine knowledge, the new 
naturall Breviam, the value of money, the naturall faculties of man, the 
way to health long life and happiness, the mirror of justice, the compleat 
Gentleman, the Rudiments of Latin and Greeke, two treaties of Gov- 
ernmt, sermons of Divinity, an English Dixionary, Clerks guide, Orations, 
the foundacons of monarchy, Gramer, the theaters of God judgmts, 
the English Dixionary, another Dixionary, the whole Duty of man, the 
English primrose, Wallers Poems, Howell’s Leters, Historians guide, 
Sober Inspections, choice peices of Antiquity, Byfield upon Physick, 
Herberts Divine Poems, the reasonableness of Christianity, Davids 
Repentance, Reverions by Culpeper, Gallons (Galen’s) art of Physick, 
Ovid’s Tragedy, a small Latin Book, the unlearned Keymiss (Chemist), 
Culpepers Last Legacy. 
In Esqr. Wormeley’s closet Books Inventoried not valued: 


Glabers (Glauber’s) Kimistry, the State of United Provinces, the 
Colledges of Oxford, Kings of England, Every man [in] his humor, 
Ecclesastical History in Latin, a view of all Religions in the world, the 
Articles of Visitacon Enquiery, the Laws of Virginia, the present State 
of England, an old Latin Physick Book, the wife of Donalimpa, an In- 
troduction to Geography, the Laws of Virginia, a Lattin Bible, an old 
Law Book, statutes at Large, Church Bible, a Latin Book, the Royall 
Gravier, Sr Walter Raleigh, the History of the West Indies, Skill in 


“SA 


: 
hy 
— 
: 
| 
| 
Rs 


ROSEGILL 
From the Cook Collection of Historical 
Photographs, Richmond, Va. 


c- 
4 ? ’ 
ls 
ie 
iq: 


ie 
ie 
= 


GENEALOGY 285 


Music, the Genll History of ffrance, Winchestr Schoole, the Laws of 
Virga, Swinborns wills and testaments, Sands travells, a Description of 
the Persian monarchy, a conspiracy against Charles the Second, Plutochs 
Lives in four parts, the remains of a greater work, the faith and Doc- 
trine of England, Christian Directory, the Rustick Sallarom, two books 
called Doctrinne of Tryangles, ffrench Gramer, the Essays of Council 
civil and morall, the poems of Wm Cartwright, the rule for granting 
passes, Ovids Destristamas (Des Tristia), Interest mistaken, A Sacred 
Dialogue in Latin, Remains of Sr Walter Raleigh, the Book of 
Lamentacons, mariners compass, the present state of England, the Eng- 
lish Secretary, the marriners news callender, Englands Beauty, an easy 
Compendium ffrench gramer, Christian Policy, Meneimistica, a small 
French book, a treaties of English particles, Hudybras the third and 
last part, no cross no crowne, a Dialogue of ffrench, English & Latin, a 
treatis of afflictions, a Phililogicall comentory, Ovids metamorphoses in 
Latin, a mathematicall book, the Empiror & Empior by trade, the office 
of the blessed Virgin Mary, the younge clerks guide an easy entrance to 
ye Latin tongue, Poems & Ellogies, a Gramerr, the old world of words, 
of Athisem (Atheism) a cronichel of the Intestin warr, A Pathway to 
knowledge, the negroe and Indians Advocate, Christ and ye Church, 
English horseman, a book of Rates, Reflections upon the maxims of 
Solomon, Genteel Siner, Virginia Law Book, the English Secretary, 
the Universall Body of Physick, the Laws of New England, the De- 
fence of Constantine, totall Discourse, the works of John Vigoe, Dr. 
Haymans practical Catechism, Quarles Divine Poems, Doctr of try- 
angles, London Dispensitory, six new plays, the history of St. George, 
Norwoods Epitomy, Cabinet of Councill, State of ffrance, the unjust 
mans doom, a small Latin Book, the art of making wine & Brandy, 
magna Britania, the English Physitian, the elements of the Comon Law, 
a manuell of millions, the History of tithes, the country ffarme, a looking 
Glass for the times, an Abridmt for the Christian Doctrine, an old book 
of frates, Garden of Parradise, Latin Bible, a Catacasticall Discourse, 
country ffarme. a manuell of millions, an entertainmt for Lent, Re- 
marks of the Gallants, Geographicall parts of the world in Latin, help 
to ye English history, Pethagallas (Pythagoras?) Philosophy, a Dixion- 
ary, a Lattin book, the life of St. Augustin, Comentarii, the office of 
Justice of the peace, Scorbuto Morbo Libo, Euchiridion Practicum, 
Religione disce, mischiefe of self-Ingnorance Restitution, of Decayed 
Intelligence, Novo trigidia (?), Resolves, Jure mauritamo, Virgills 
Eloges, the ffrench Gardiner, Rome Exactly Described, a Latin Book, 
Rome Described, Hieronimy Ovids Invictalls (festivals?), Essays and 
Parradoxes, Cordelious, Restitution of the Greek Gramer, Senacas 
morralls, a practical catechisme, Horace, collection of Statues, choice 
presidents, a Dixionary of Latin & Greek, Cesiros prince, Johannes Amos 
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Cmaen, consideracons of natural philosophy, Doctr Burnetts letters, a 
present for papists, tryumph of Rome, Doctr Colebath, England tryumphs, 
Aditus, the art of Brewing, Virgell, Ostend to be takem by treachery, 
Gulieni Ameaii, the Learned Mad. Q. Curtij, Rufi Historiae, Seneca 
moralls, the Genuien use & effects of a Gun, treatis of ye interest of ye 
prince & ye state of Christendom, Historical Collections, familiara 
coloquia, Emanuell of millions, the life & Reigne of King Richard, the 
works of the great monarch, Honorastisimo, Terentius, Englands Treas- 
ure in trade, Manaductia, some letters containing what is remarkable in 
Italy, first book of the Discovery of a new world, a french book. 

The third and last part of Hudibras, A book of benefitting, courtior of 
coubaldy (?), Godly and fruitful sermons, sure guide to the french 
tongue, a Physick book, third book of Cicero, new Dixionary, Moses 
and Aaron, Principals of the Gramar, Vindication, new Covenant. Laws 
of Virga. Lutrox (Plutarch’s) Lives, the new art of Dying, History of 
Don Quixote, Church Bible, Jno. Donne, Esops ffables, Questions con- 
cerning the Soule, Golon, Remaines of ye Reverend Jno. Hailes, the 
coming man’s incaranation, Riders Dixionary, concerning princes, an old 
Book of Geography, Michael Lord Mountague in french, an old Book 
of Latin and English sermons, Rich. Baxter’s confession of his faith, 
pious annotacons upon the holy Bible, a Book dedicated to ye nobility of 
ffrance, Danilis Chaemiri, Satirs upon the Jesuitts, treatis of the two 
Sacrements, Magisticall estutogicall deviner, History of ye Reigne of 
Henry 7th, Geographicall history of Africa, Historia Mundi, a designe 
of Christianity, an English Exposition, a Discourse touching the Spanish 
monarch, Le flores, Copias Dixionary in three parts, God’s plea for 
Nineveth, Genll History of Verga New England ’ ye Sumer Islands, 
Gower de, the books of televilus’, Matalisco mitis mytholo, want of 
Charity justly charged, Lectures on the 15 Psalme, ffriendly Conference 
between minister and parishioner, priviledges of the Barronage of Eng- 
land, weekes preparacon towards receiving the Lords supper, eighteen 
ffrench books. 

It is almost needless to say that the people who made this catalogue 
were men entirely ignorant of books. 


There is on record in Middlesex, a marriage contract dated Sept. 4, 
1703, between William Churchill, of Middlesex Co., Gent., of the one 
part, Robert Carter, of Lancaster Co., Esq., William Tayloe, of Rich- 
mond Co., Gent., William Armistead, of Gloucester Co., Gent., Christo- 
pher Robinson, of Middlesex Co., Gent., and John Robinson, of Middle- 
sex Co., Gent., on the other part; reciting that a marriage is intended 
between the said William Churchill and Madam Elizabeth Wormeley, of 
Middlesex County, widow, and the said William Churchill for the better 
settlement of the estate of the said Elizabeth Wormeley and the children 
she has, grants to the parties named, of the second part, that in case of 
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the marriage he disclaims all right and title he might have in the estate 
of the said Elizabeth Wormeley (ect., etc.), and if the said Elizabeth 
Wormeley dies intestate, £200 each is to be given to her sons Ralph and 
John Wormeley and the rest of her personal estate to her daughter 
Judith Wormeley. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Churchill’s will was dated Nov. 9, 1716, and proved 
in Middlesex Jan. 1, 1716. She made handsome bequests to her Churchill 
children, and stated that “my desire is to be buried by my dear son 
Ralph Wormeley”. To my son-in-law Mann Page all my money and 
effects in the hands of or due me by Messrs. Francis and John Willis, of 
London, merchants, also 20 hogsheads of my tobacco of this year’s crop, 
also to said Mann Page and my daughter Judith his wife, 8 negroes. To 
my grandson Ralph Page, son of Mann Page, 11 negroes. To son, 
John Wormeley, all stocks of horses, cattle, sheep, etc., at the Hogghouse, 
and Blackwell Quarter. To grandchildren, children of John Wormeley, 
£200. To Christ Church parish £10 to buy a pulpit cloth, and to the 
poor widows of said parish £20 Sterling to be disposed of by the 
minister. In case Mr. Harry Beverley brings in any moneys or other 
returns from ye wrecks [referring to a voyage in search of sunken 
treasure ships], so much thereof as shall come to my share to be divided 
among my grandchildren, Ralph and Mary Page, and Ralph, Elizabeth 
and Judith, children of my son John Wormeley. 

The inventory of Mrs. Churchill’s personal estate, was recorded in 
Middlesex July 5, 1729. In money and bonds it included: money in the 
hands of Mr. William Dawkins, merchant, £923-10-6; money in the 
hands of Mr. John Willis, merchant, £231-11-1034; money in the hands 
of Messrs. Micajah and Richard Perry, merchants, £1656-10-10; a 
mortgage and bond of John Holloway £620; a bond of John Holloway 
and John Baylors £220. 

There is in the clerk’s office in Lancaster County a volume which was 
evidently once used by Robert Carter when he was one of Ralph Wor- 
meley’s executors. At the time of Secretary Wormeley’s death two of 
his sons, Ralph and John, were at school in England, and the following 
letters refer largely to them. Mrs. Wormeley, about two years after 
her husband’s death, married William Churchill of “Bushy Park”, 
Middlesex County. 

According to these letters the profits of the Secretary’s place in 
1700 was 121,987 pounds of tobacco, out of which were paid the salaries 
of the deputy clerks. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE LETTERS 


(To Francis Lee) “Rappa. June 15, 1702: Am glad to learn my 
coz»s Ralph Wormeley and Jno Wormeley thrive so fast in their learn- 
ing; no doubt the continuance of careful education will render them 
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accomplished men qualified to preserve the character of their father, 
and fitt for ye service of their country, which to my sorrow I will 
complaine to you haveing drawn y* first breath here does at this time 
labor under a very thick cloud of ignorance. Pray God send ye next 
generation it may flourish under a sett of better polished patriotts.” 


(To Thomas Corbin) “Rappa, June 15, 1702. Pray God make up 
our Loss in ye death of King William the best of Princes & Best of 
men, & Prosper our arms by sea and land. That we may retrieve ye 
ancient glory of ye English nation and that ffrance may be lowered no 
longer to be the Dread of her neighbors, a work I hope Designed by 
heaven to a Grandize to prosperity the name of our glorious Queen 
Anne.” 


(To Mr. Francis Lee) “July ye 15, 1702: You very much Resented 
Mr. Secretary’s Discourse before his death. Do assure you I added 
nothing but Rather diminution of ye Relation. I know your acquaintance 
was of long standing. As for the obligations on y* side they were 
secretts to the world; tis strange to hear a gentleman to whom soe Large 
a fortune Descended, whose great places of profit satt fast to him for 
near Thirty years together, Ending not but with his Life, should bee 
under annuall arrears for Money, but that it was soe I doubtt not 
having your Word for it * * * Ralph in Prospect will have a fine 
Estate. John a Valuable one, yet it will hardly be compatible in either 
of them to follow their ffathers steps in all things. I will not under- 
take prophecy, that they will be Secretarys or Naval officers. Upon ye 
whole if you can Retrench their Expenses what Reasonably you can 
twill be a kindness to the Boyes; too much finery, and too much pocket 
money, raises in young ffolks such opinions of their Estates that they 
hardly know how to take up when they come to be their own Masters. 
Tobacco hath held its head for sev'! years together but he that measures 
his expenses by his seven last years getting in Virginia may seven years 
hence probably have little to spend. Perhaps I have harped too long 
already upon this string, at least I know twill not be very pleasing to 
the Boyes. I have only one word more from my own observations when 
I was in England. Those Boyes that wore the finest close and had 
ye most money in their pocketts still went away with the least Learning 
in their heads. Yett am I nott for too narrow a keeping, neither I must 
not forget to tell you that my sister Wormeley hath a 5* part due to 
her of ye produce of the last years crop. She hath now her Tobacco to 
herself.” 


(To Tho: Corbin) “Rappa., July ye 27, 1703: Very glad to hear 
of ye (progress) Wormeley’s sons make, sorry to find both (from you 
and) others Harry Armistead like to gain little by (his stay in) Eng- 
land.” 


“BA ‘s 
Woon 


3 


§ 
a 


Jo 


: 
va 
| 
¢ 
> 
| 
: 
: 


ROSEGILL 
From the Cook Collection of Historical 
Photographs, Richmond, Va. 


her, 
will 
ext 


{ 
= 
| 
7 
— 


GENEALOGY 289 


(Mess Jonathan and John Goodwin) “Rappa., October ye Ist, 1703. 
My last relating to Esq Wormeley’s affairs went by Bloxham by whom 
I sent you 12 hhds of Tobacco belonging to that concern. Mrs. Eliz« 
Wormeley’s Husband Mr. John Lomax hath called upon us for part 
of his wives portion according to ye will of her ffather, I have given 
him a Bill of Exchange upon you for 100 £ wch Desire you to make 
paymt of at Time and Charge it to ye accot of that Estate.” 

(To Thos. Corbin) “ffebry ye 26, 1704-5: I know twill be no 
News to you to give you an accot of Robert Tayloe’s death or of 
Colle Birds Death or of ye Corbin being upon ye Careen in my Creek.” 


(Mr. Tho. Corbin) “Rappa., July 6, 1705: Mr. ffffr Lee in his 
last letter to me intimated ye young Wormeleys desire to come in & 
seems to advise it himself, their mother is very (anxious) for it & 
hath undertaken to put yor Brother and her Brother Armistead upon 
writing for them & truly considering yt Ralph draws to manhood 
apace, & seeing his fortune promises him no other y= a Virginia Life, 
too longe a taste of ye town may do him harm, & to be somewhat 
acquainted with plantation affairs before they come to be men may be 
of Extraordinary use to y=. I have therefore so far followed their 
Mothers (wish as to) give my Sentiments to Mr. Lee for ye sending 
them in, have thought it necessary to acquaint you therewith being a Joint 
Guardian to y with me. It is so considerable an act I would by no 
means direct it without ye consent of ye rest of the Gent, therefore pray 
let Mr. Lee know your opinion, I have no other ends inn it but ye 
future wellfare of our wards we» seems to me will be best advanced by 
y* speedy coming in; for other news you will have it at large by ye 
master. I have recd. of your Brothr Corbin a pipe of your wine, if 
you will debit ye young Wormeleys account for it, I shall answer it 
to y™, they are more in my Debt y= yt comes to.” 


(Mr. ffra. Lee.) “Rappa., July 6th, 1705:” (Writes about the com- 
ing of the young Wormeleys whose return is strongly urged by their 
mother who) “has undertaken to put her Brother Armstead and Mr 
Corbin upon writing for them.” Requests that “they be sent by the 
first good ship. Their fortune promises y= no other but a Virg= life 
& therefore an Insight into Virg: Business will be a considerable (value 
to) y= when they come to be men; on the other side to keep them too 
long in Eng¢ will give y™ a disrelish to their (occupations here) all 
their Lives after & make ye Drudgery of Virginia a trade too mean for 
their thoughts & ye remembrance (of ye) pleasure they have left behind 
them lye too (near) ever after. This is what I have always observed 
of those who have been kept in England till their manhood. When you 
send them, let y= be Equipt suitable to their (condition) & Circum- 
stances, not too gaudy or rich, yet genteel and in such a man (ner as) 
I think they may fairly be maintained in without detriment to their 
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Estates. Your hereby well wisher & affectionate country men and hum- 
ble servant.” 

(Mr. ffrafl Lee.) “Rappa., Sept. 17, 1705: I am no further con- 
cedned y= in trust for ye children & in their behalf I cannot forbear 
taking notice yt yor Sales in my esteem hath been very mean. Esq. 
Wormeley’s Tobo hath always had as good a character as any in ye 
River.” 

(Mr. Tho. Corbin.) “Rappa., January ye 11%, 1705: The young 
Wormeleys are already sent for. Your most humble servt. & country- 
man. The chief occasion of this to to advise you yt we have lately 
drawn on you for £79 pay to Brother Churchill being in consideration 
for negroes bot of him for ye use of ye young Wormeleys.” 


(Mr. Thomas Corbin) “Rappa., Augt 20, 1706: I am sorry monsr 
Ralph is angry with us; if it be for ordering his keeping within Suit- 
able limits wee must take no notice of it, he will in time see his own 
folly. Its blessed news yt there is so good an agreement between the 
Queen & her people. I have now a postman from Perry of ye 18% 
of May yt gives the Accot of a great Victory obtained by the Duke of 
Marlborough in Brabant & he writes by private letters they under- 
stood the seige of Bar , was raised. These things we hope will 
contribute to that long peace you speak of & which wee all have reason 
to desire. I am forgot to take notice of ye young Wormeleys coming in 
in next fleet its agreed by all concerned yt Capt. Graves shall have the 
care of them.” 

(Mr. Tho. Corbin.) “I have an accot yt young Wormeley’s were 
well on the first of October last, we are all in expectation of them by 
the next fleet. It is high time they were here to be made acquainted 
with their own affairs. My removal & Col. Churchills living upon ye 
place together with his relations have given him ye Opportunity to fix 
himself absolutely in ye Government of ye Estate, the management 
whereof is become very much a (trouble?) to all concerned, I believe, 
to me I am sure it is.” 


(Mr. ffrancis Lee) “Rappa. Feb. 6, 1706.” (Expresses pleasure at 
hearing of the good health of the Wormeley boys.) “Its high time they 
were here to look into their own concerns. Coll. Churchill as he is to 
become their father is likewise chief governor of their estate & to 
whom in ye main they must apply for an accot thereof. I have done y™ 
the best service I could at ye distance I live but am of late become 
very much a stranger to their affairs, and so I believe is everybody else 
concerned.” 

(Mr. Tho. Corbin) “Rappa April 2.4 1707: My last to you was 
of the 6m Febry. Thd Exers of Esq. Wormeley have since drawn on 
you for £19. 6. 7 payable to yor cozen Chichley Thacker, he will not 
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send the bill till next Fleet. We all expect the young Wormeleys in 
the next fleet, we» we begin to fear will hardly be with us till next 
fall.” 


(Mr. ffra Lee.)“Rappa Dec 20 1707. I have already advised you 
of the safe arrival of the young Wormeleys to the excessive joy of a 
passionate mother & hope their Education answerable to their relations’ 
desires & their own extraordinary charge. Their Equipment in my 
Esteem was a great deal too extravagant, however, if others are pleased 
I have little to say only wish their incomes may keep their goings 
out, else twill prove imprudent prodigality in the end. Ralph has a very 
fine well settled Virginia Estate, & with tolerable good husbandry can- 
not do amiss; John under much narrower circumstances, but I’le make 
no further discants. Your countryman & humble servant.” 


(Mr. Thos. Corbin.) “Rappa. Sept. 25, 1708. I have done concern- 
ing myself with young Wormeley’s affairs, their Estate is entirely 
under their own government & indeed tis time they addict themselves 
to business & so I take my leave of it from any further writing on their 
accott,” 


Secretary Wormeley married (1) about 1674, Katherine, daughter of 
Sir Thomas Lunsford, the noted Cavalier officer, and widow of Captain 
Peter Jenings, Attorney-General and member of the Council of Vir- 
ginia. In the Register of, Christ Church parish, Middlesex, is the fol- 
lowing entry: “The Honorable Lady, Madam Katherine Wormeley, 
wife to the Honble Ralph Wormeley, Esqr., Departed this life 17th of 
May 1685, and was buried in the Chancell of the Great Church be- 
tween ye Honble Chicheley & ———————.”_ Secretary 
Wormeley married (2) “Madam Eliz. Armistead, of Gloster, at Collo 
Armistead’s Gloster, 16th of February, 1687.” She was the daughter 
of Colonel John Armistead, of Gloucester County, a member of the 
Council, and married secondly, Oct. 5, 1703, William Churchill, of 
“Bushy Park”, Middlesex, who was afterwards also a member of the 
Council. 


Issue (Wormeiey) : 
(First MarriaGe) 


I. 6. Elizabeth”, born ————, died 1740, married June 1, 1703, 
Tohn Lomax. 


II. 7. Katherine”, baptised March 4, 1679, married Gawin Corbin, 
of Middlesex, and died without issue. 
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III. 8. Ralph’, born ————, 


VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE 


(Seconp MARRIAGE) 


, died unmarried on Dec. 5, 1713. He 
was in England at school at the time of his father’s death, 
but returned soon afterwards, and on coming of age inherited 
“Rosegill”. He was sheriff of Middlesex in 1704 and 1705. 
His will, dated Dec. 3, 1713, was proved in Middlesex, April 
6, 1714. He left to his sister Judith Page a tract of land in 
Richmond county known as Nanzatico, and all negroes and 
other property on said land. To his mother all his land in 
Middlesex for her life and 14 slaves. To brother John all 
the rest of his lands and the reversion of the lands given his 
mother. To Christ Church parish fifty pounds sterling, to be 
disposed of by the minister for the use of the parish. To 
brother John remainder of estate. Appointed his mother, 
brother John, brother-in-law Mr. Mann Page and cousin Mr. 
Nathaniel Burwell executrix and executors. On Oct. 4, 1714, 
John Wormeley, with Christopher Robinson as security, gave 
bond in the sum of 10,000 pounds sterling as administrator 
of Ralph Wormeley, deceased. 


IV 9. (see later). 


V. 10. Judith”, born 1694, died Dec. 12, 1716, married July 10, 1711, 


Hon. Mann Page, of “Rosewell”, Gloucester county. 


She was buried at “Rosewell”, where her tomb bears the following in- 
scription : 


Sacrae et Piae Memoriae 
Hoc monumentum positum doloris 
ab Honorato Mann Page armigero 
Charissimae suae conjugis 
Judithae, 
In ipso aetatis flore decussae, 
Ornatissimi Ralphi Wormeley 
de Agro Middlesexiae 
Armigeri 
Nec non Virginiani Secretarii quandam Meritissimi 
Filiae dignissimae 
Lectissimae delectissimaeque foeminae 
Quae vixit in Sanctissimo matrimonio 
quatuor annos totidemque menses 
Utriosque Sexus unum Superstitem 
Reliquit 
Ralphum et Mariam 
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vera Patris simul et Matris ectypa 
Habuitque tertium Mann nominatum 
vix quinque dies videntem 
Sub hoc Silenti Marmore Matre sua inclusum 
Post cujus partum tertio die 
Mortalitatem pro immortalitate 
Commutavit 
Proh dolor ! 
Inter uxores amantissima 
Inter Matrea fuit optima 
Candida Domina 
Cui summa comitas 
Cum venustissima suavitate morum et sermonam 
Conjuncta 
Obiit duodecimo die Decembris 
Anno Milessimo Septingessimo decimo Sexto 
Aetatis Suae vicessimo Secundo. 


(To be continued) 


EARLY GENERATIONS OF THE NEWTON FAMILY 
OF WESTMORELAND COUNTY, VIRGINIA. 


By Charles F. Cochran, Washington, D. C. 


JOHN NEWTON, the founder of the Newton family of West- 
moreland County, Virginia, was born about 1639 (aged 30 at third mar- 
riage, 1669). He was the eldest son of Thomas Newton of Kingston- 
upon-Hull, Yorkshire, England. It seems probable that the family, 
perhaps Thomas Newton himself, had removed to Hull from the county 
of Northumberland, for the arms and crest used by him were those 
of the Newtons of Newcastle-upon-Tyne. These arms (Burke’s Gen- 
eral Armory, 1878) are: Azure, two shinbones in saltire, the sinister 
surmounted of the dexter or, a crescent for difference; the crest: 
an arm embowed, habited, holding a shinbone. The shinbones appear 
on about one fourth of the thirty-four arms listed by Burke (1878) 
as belonging to Newton families in various parts of England, but the 
crest, an arm holding a shinbone, which appears, with the arms, on the 
silver of Thomas Newton, still in the possession of his descendants, 
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belongs only, according to Burke, to the Newtons of Newcastle-upon- 


Tyne.* 

The Newtons of Northumberland were seated from very early times 
along the Tyne, some ten miles up that river from Newcastle, in 
Eltringham* and nearby townships, and it appears to have been their 
custom to apprentice their younger sons to trade in the great tidal- 
river port of Newcastle.’ The city was famous for its maritime trade 
and shipbuilding, as well as for its coal industry, and it would be most 
natural if some member of the Newton family resident there should 
have removed farther down the east coast of England to the great 
seaport of Hull, situated likewise on a river and famous for its sea- 


*It should be noted that an original deed of 1752 to Richard Lee of 
Lee Hall, Esq., from William Newton of King George County, great- 
grandson and eldest male representative of the emigrant, has appended 
to the signature the seal in wax a lion rampant. (See illustration, Va. 
Mag., v. 33, opposite p. 300.) The lion rampant, the crest of many Eng- 
lish families, was used by several Newton families in various counties 
of England, among others by the Newtons of Thorpe, Yorkshire. We 
have thus the grounds for difference of opinion as to the probable descent 
of Thomas Newton of Hull. There is, however, the question whether 
William Newton of 1752, his great-great-grandson, inherited the seal 
he used, or had had it made by a silversmith, choosing, as sometimes 
happened, the wrong crest. The writer believes that the Newton silver 
handed down in the Berryman family (see later footnote) has the better 
claim, bearing, as it does, with the arms and crest of the Newtons of 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, the initials T. N., indicating that the original 
owner was Thomas Newton of Hull. This silver appears, by wills, 
to have been owned by the Berrymans since the death of Madam Rose 
Newton (1712-1713), widow of the emigrant and daughter-in-law of 
Thomas Newton of Hull. 


* Passing over mention of Newtons in the earlier centuries, I note that 
the muster of 1538, Northumberland, was attended by Christopher Elli- 
son, Nicholas Newton and Thomas Newton from Eltringham, all with 
horse and harness. In 1569 John Newton the younger was heir to his 
inheritance called the House of Eltringham, his father, John Newton 
the elder, being dead, and about 1585 he petitioned regarding the fishery 
of Eltringham which had been seized by the Warden of the Middle 
Marches. The quarrel was still going on in 1598, when the Queen’s 
farmers of Bywell brought an action against Roger Newton the elder, 
John Newton the elder, Matthew, Gilbert, Ralph, Christopher and 
Thomas Newton, John Newton the younger, Robert and Arthur Lee, 
Christopher Surtees and others, who claimed a moiety of a fishery in 
the Tyne pertaining to Stocksfield, Merryshields and Eltringham (A 
History of Northumberland, pub. under direction of the Northumberland 
County History Committee, v. 12, issued 1926, pp. 251-252). 


* The following Newtons, among others, were apprenticed at New- 
castle: Richard, Francis and Mathew, sons of Mathew Newton of 
Stockfield Hall, gent., in 1621, 1622 and 1626, respectively; John, son 
of Henry Newton of Holywoodhouse, gent., apprenticed to Mathew 
Newton, 1653; Mathew Newton, son of Charles Newton of Coupon, 
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going trade and shipbuilding. Only a superficial search, through printed 
records, has been made by the writer into the matter of the English 
ancestry of the Newtons of Westmoreland County. In view, however, 
of the above statements it is interesting to note that John Newton, the 
Virginia emigrant, was a mariner, and that contemporary with his father 
was a Thomas Newton, shipwright, who in 1640 was admitted a free- 
man of Newcastle (The Register of Freemen of Newcastle upon Tyne, 
vol. 3 of Pubs. of the Newcastle upon Tyne Records Committee). 
Prior to emigrating to the colonies John Newton lived at Anlaby, 
a village about three miles west of Hull.° His daughter, Mrs. Berry- 
man, says (deposition, 1755) that he “informed her, he was a Yorkshire 
man and had three wives there and one Son by each wife.”* These 
sons he refers to in his will as “my Three English Sons.” In Paver’s 
Marriage Licences (Yorkshire Archaeological Society, Record Series, 


gent., 1678; and Robert, son of Laurence Newton of Stockfield Hall, 
gent., deceased, apprenticed to Sir Thomas Clavering, Bart., 1700 
(Newcastle Merchant Adventurers, vol. 101 of Pubs. of The Surtees 
Society). All of the residences above named were in Northumberland. 
The modern spelling of Stockfield is Stocksfield. 


*A family of Newtons long resident at Hull and numbering many 
seamen, have the tradition that a member of their family settled in the 
American colonies. Individuals of this family bore the names Joseph 
and Benjamin, as did sons of the Virginia emigrant. See letter (1897) 
of George B. Newton, Esq., of Berkeley House, Hull, former Sheriff 
of Hull, and brother of the late Sir Alfred James Newton, Bart., 
printed in Family Records, by Eliza (Newton) Woolsey Howland 
(1900), pp. 207-210. A relationship with the Virginia family seems 
probable. 


°The deposition of Madam Rose Newton (July 8, 1709) speaks of 
John Newton as “Late of Kingstone upon Hull.” The deposition of 
Benjamin Newton (same date) says that John Newton “did live in a 
place called Anlaby near Hull,” and “that he [deponent] knew Thomas 
Newton who lived in Hull who always owned and acknowledged the 
said Jno Newton the elder this Deponent’s father to be his Lawful 
and eldest [son] and this deponent Lastly saith that he came from 
the said Thomas Newton’s his grandfather when he came to Virginia.” 
In 1672, probably after John Newton had permanently left England, his 
house at Anlaby appears to have been used by a congregation of In- 
dependents. In the British Calendar of State Papers: Domestic (vol. 
1671-1672, p. 578), under date May 15, 1672, is memorandum of re- 
quest by Robert Collier to Sir Joseph Williamson, Clerk of the Council, 
for licenses for Richard Astley, at Hull, “John Packland, at the house 
of John Newton, Anlaby in Hullshire (sic),” and for Thomas Oliver, 
at Newland, Yorkshire, “all Congregational.” Under date of July, 
1672 (vol. 1672, p. 298) is note of license to John Packland, Independent, 
at the “House of John Newton, Anlaby, near Hull.” 


*I do not know the authority for statement that the first wife of 
John Newton, Sr., was Joan Barr (“Ancestry and Posterity of Dr. 
John Taliaferro,” p. 110). 
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Vv. 43, Pp. 143) is the following: 1660, John Newton, nauta, 30, Anlaby, 
and Elizabeth Laycocke, widow, 36, Selby—there (i. e., marriage at 
Selby). The description of John Newton as mariner (nauta) and his 
residence sufficiently identify him as the Virginian, the more so as no 
other Newtons appear at Anlaby, while along with the lands at Cam- 
blesforth and Carleton, Yorkshire, and his father’s house in Hull, be- 
queathed (1695) to his eldest son, he gives the land he bought of Joseph 
Laycock.’ Elizabeth Laycocke was evidently the third wife and mother 
of John’s third son, Benjamin, who in his deposition, July 8, 1709, de- 
scribes himself as aged 40 or thereabouts (hence born about 1669). 
John Newton emigrated to the colonies “after the death of his last 
[English] Wife” (Berryman deposition), his name appearing in Mary- 
land records, and, as early as about 1672, in those of Westmoreland 
County, Virginia, although he perhaps did not take up his residence 
in the latter place until late in 1676 or early in 1677." His fourth and 
last marriage occurred before March 16, 1676-77, when articles of 
agreement between John Newton and John Gerrard were signed by 
them and by Rose Newton, John Newton having married Rose, relict 
of Thomas Gerrard (and step-mother of John Gerrard), and still 
earlier the relict of John Tucker. Their daughter, Mrs. Berryman, 
states that “sometime after the Marriage [of John Newton and Mrs. 
Rose Gerrard] he went Home again and brought in with him his 
three Sons.” The John Newton who signed the above articles of agree- 
ment between John Newton and John Gerrard, as one of the witnesses, 
was probably the eldest son of the emigrant, and hence had arrived in 


* The village of Anlaby lies in the two parishes of Hessle and Kirk 
Ella. (The printed registers of Kirk Ella, 1558-1841, show few 
Newtons, none at Anlaby.) Selby, where John Newton married his 
third wife, is about twenty-five miles west of Anlaby. Camblesforth, 
about four miles south-east of Selby, lies in the parish of Drax, wapen- 
take of Barkston-Ash. The Carleton where also John Newton owned 
land (several places in Yorkshire bear that name) is probably the town- 
ship of Carleton in the parish of Snaith, wapentake of Barkston-Ash, 
about six miles south-east of Selby and only about two miles from 
Camblesforth. (The printed registers of Snaith, 1537-1657, close to 
which parish lies Camblesforth, show few Newtons and most of these 
were of Rocliff, new Rawcliffe, two or three miles south-east of 
Carleton). 

The printed indexes of wills of the York Registry, 1620-1652, 1660- 
1680 (Yorkshire Archaeological Society, Record Series, vols. 4, 32, 35, 
49, 60, 68) and of Yorkshire wills proved in London during the Com- 
monwealth, 1649-1660 (same Series, vol. 1), show no Newtons of 
Anlaby, Camblesforth, or Carleton, nor the name of Thomas Newton, 
of Hull, who probably died after 1680. (Indexes have been printed 
for periods prior to 1620, but as yet none subsequent to 1680.) 


*John Newton, Mariner, complained to the Council of Maryland, 
Sept. 14, 1675, “that One John Morris hath Offered and done him 


Severall abuses” (Md. Arch., v. 15, p. 49). 
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America before March, 1677. By order of the Virginia Assembly, in 
February, 1678, liberty to transport his horses, etc., from Maryland 
to Virginia was granted John Newton, who lately came over from 
Maryland, married in Virginia, and proposes and promises a settle- 
ment of himself and family here (Va. Mag., v. 33, p. 301). In the de- 
position of his widow, Madam Rose Newton, “aged eighty years or 
thereabouts,” dated July 8, 1709, he is called “Mast and Mariner,” else- 
where gentleman, mariner, etc. Prior to his death he deeded tracts to 
his sons Benjamin (1690) and Gerrard (1696), and still earlier may 
have done the same for his two eldest sons, John and Joseph, although 
I have not found such records. The youngest son, Thomas, ultimately 
inherited the lands belonging to his mother, Mrs. Rose Newton. 

The will of John Newton of Lower Machodack, in perfect health, 
dated Aug. 19, 1695, has first codicil of Dec. 21, 1696, and a second 
undated (Westmoreland Deeds & Wills, v. 2, pp. 104-106), the will 
and codicils proved July 28, 1697. He disposes of a considerable estate 
in lands and some fifteen negroes, leaving most of the latter to the 
children of his last wife. The second codicil gives to his three eldest 
sons his moiety of 2150 acres (which he held with his wife’s son-in- 
law, Col. William Fitzhugh), instead of to his daughter Elizabeth, as 
originally devised. This land lay in Stafford County. To his wife, 
Rose, he leaves an annuity of 7000 Ibs. of tobacco and cask, the use of 
four negroes, and “the use of all my Plate,” for life, the said plate 
then to descend to his daughter Elizabeth. The wives of the three eldest 
sons, John, Joseph and Benjamin, were apparently living when the will 
was drawn (Aug. 19, 1695), for it specifies that the three sons and 
their widows, if they continue their widows, shall be toll free for their 
whole families, at either his mill at Totaskey or his mill in the freshes 
of the Rappahannock River, for seven years after testator’s death. 
Bequests of 1000 lbs. of tobacco to each of eight grandchildren were 
not to be paid until the first year after the death of his wife. These 
payments would fall due in 1713, as the will of Mrs. Rose Newton, 
Dec. 1, 1712, was proved Jan. 28, 1712-13. I am inclined to think that 
a number of these eight grandchildren had not survived to that date, 
for at least five of them were boys and their names, had they lived 
to maturity, should naturally have appeared in subsequent years in 
the several counties (Westmoreland, Richmond, King George and 


* The plate of John Newton passed, as he directed, to his daughter 
Elizabeth, who, as the widow of Capt. Benjamin Berryman, died in 
1762 or 1763. Her son, William Berryman, by will (Aug. 20, 1783, 
proved March 30, 1784) left silver with the Newton arms and crest 
to his son, Newton Berryman (1753-1810). From the latter it passed 
to his son, Capt. Henry Newton Berryman, U. S. A., who removed to 
Texas and died in Cherokee County, that state, in 1858. The silver, 
or part of it, is now owned by the family of Capt. Berryman’s son, the 
late Newton Monroe Berryman (1841-1925), of Goodnight, Armstrong 
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Stafford) where the Newtons owned land. For further provisions of 
the will see the records of the several children of testator. As exe- 
cutors he names his wife, sons Gerrard and Thomas, and daughter 
Elizabeth (Gerrard subsequently excluded by codicil), and desires that 
his loving friend, Col. William Fitzhugh, advise and assist said exec- 
utors and in case of differences to decide all matters betwixt them, 
“I hereby commanding my 3 Children and Intreat my Wife to accept of 
his Judgment, and so not to go to Law.” 

John Newton, the founder of the Westmoreland family, left sur- 
viving him (1697) five sons and one daughter: 


1. JOHN NEWTON, JR. (called eldest son in father’s will), was 
born, of the first wife, probably not earlier than 1657 (when father 
was 18) nor much later, as he seems to have done jury service in 
August, 1677. John Newton the elder “brought the said John 
Newton the Younger with him to Virginia” (deposition of latter’s 
brother Benjamin, 1709). John Newton, Jr., was doubtless in 
Virginia as early as 1677, when (March 16) he seems to have 
been a witness to the articles of agreement between his father 
and John Gerrard (Westmoreland Deeds, Patents, &c., 1665-1677, 
p. 278), and one of the two John Newtons, evidently his father 
and himself, who served on a jury on the death of John Lamkin, 
Aug. 26, 1677 (same vol., pp. 339-340). He married “some time 
after he came to Virginia” (Berryman deposition, 1755), probably 
about 1686 (their eldest son being of age about 1707-1709), 
Mary (who by evidence, as below stated, was) daughter of Col. 
Isaac Allerton by Elizabeth, his wife, daughter of Capt. Thomas 
Willoughby.” The given names Isaac and Thomas Willoughby 


Co., Texas. A silver cup has engraved upon it the arms, two shin- 
bones, and the crest, an arm holding a shinbone, as described in the 
opening paragraph of this article. On the bottom of the cup, in antique 
capitals, are engraved the letters T N , which indicates that the cup 
had originally belonged to Thomas Newtan of Hull, and descending 
from him to his son, the Virginia emigrant, was, presumably, a piece 
of the plate mentioned in the latter’s will in 1695. (Information as 
to descent of the silver and tracings from the cup were furnished the 
writer by Mrs. Clifford K. Berryman, of Washington, D. C.) 


* Capt. Thomas Willoughby (1601-1658), of Lower Norfolk County, 


had patent, 1654, naming among headrights, Thomas, Alice and Eliza- 
beth Willoughby. Elizabeth Willoughby married (1) as his second 
wife, about 1659, Simon Oversee (whose first wife, Sarah Thorough- 
good, was buried Oct. 9, 1658). Simon Oversee, who was a merchant 
in Virginia and Maryland, died before Dec. 18, 1660, when adminis- 
tration on his estate was granted his widow, Elizabeth. The latter 
married (2) Major George Colclough of Northumberland County 
(who had former wife, Ursula, widow successively of Richard Thomp- 
son and of Col. John Mottrom). Major Colclough died about 1662, 
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were handed down in this branch of the Newton family. The will 
of Isaac Allerton (1702) shows that his daughter, Mrs. Newton, 
was then deceased. Careful examination of records of Newtons 
in Westmoreland and adjoining counties and the Newtons of 
Lower Norfolk (home of the Willoughby family) leaves no 
doubt that the son-in-law of Isaac Allerton was a son of his near 
neighbor, John Newton, Sr., of Westmoreland County. Three 
of the latter’s five sons, viz. Benjamin, Gerrard and Thomas, 
can be definitely eliminated from consideration (see under their 
respective records); of a fourth, Joseph, we find no indication 
that he married any other wife than Mrs. Sarah Butler, whose 
given name and other circumstances preclude her being a daughter 
of Isaac Allerton (Allerton’s daughter Sarah having married 
Hancock Lee and no other), while all known evidence points di- 
rectly to the fact that John Newton, Jr., eldest of the five brothers, 
was the husband of Mary Allerton. Besides the strong evidence 
of Allerton names transmitted in his family, there is the fact that 
his wife, Mary (a name most likely to be found among the 
children of Isaac Allerton)," died about two years before Aller- 


and soon afterwards his widow, Elizabeth, married, as his second wife, 
Col. Isaac Allerton (b. cir. 1630; d. 1702), of Westmoreland County. 
In a power of attorney, Feb. 20, 1663, Col. Thomas Willoughby, of 
Lower Norfolk, and Sarah, his wife, the former only son of Capt. 
Thomas Willoughby, name “our loving brother, Isaac Allerton.” Col. 
Thomas Willoughby is cescribed (1644) in the register of the famous 
school for boys which he attended) in London, as born in Virginia, Dec. 
25, 1632, the only son of Thomas Willoughby, merchant (A Register 
of the Scholars admitted into Merchant Taylors’ School, 1562-1874, p. 
158). He was made administrator, Aug. 16, 1658, of the estate of 
his father, who died in England. His sister, Elizabeth (Willoughby) 
Allerton, was living in April, 1672, when Gov. Charles Calvert, writing 
to Cecilius, Lord Baltimore, regarding rights in land of Simon Oversee 
in Maryland, mentions “Mr Alderton now husband to Oversees widdow.” 
(For marriages of Elizabeth Willoughby, etc., see a very able state- 
ment by Dr. Christopher Johnston, Va. Mag., v. 3, pp. 323-324). The 
Willoughby name was perpetuated in the Lower Norfolk family for 
four generations by a succession of only sons, each of whom bore the 
name Thomas. The fourth Thomas Willoughby left several sons, one of 
whom (living in 1738) was named Allerton Willoughby. 


“The name Mary was that of Isaac Allerton’s sister, the only mem- 
ber of his father’s family, not even excepting the father himself, with 
whom he appears ever to have been continuously associated for any 
long period. The youngest of the family, by the time he was five his 
mother had died, his father, brother and sister Remember had all re- 
moved permanently from Plymouth, and he was left with his maternal 
grandfather, Elder William Brewster, who raised and educated him. 
His sister Mary, wife of Thomas Cushman, continued at Plymouth, 
dying in 1699, the last survivor of the Pilgrims of the Mayflower. 
Isaac Allerton himself removed from Plymouth, after graduating from 
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ton made his will, and that John Newton, Jr., unlike some of the 
others considered in this connection, was about of an age with 
Allerton’s children. Excepting Mrs. Newton, the date of whose 
birth can only be conjectured, Isaac Allerton’s children were born ' 
between the years 1653 and 1671, inclusive, his sons-in-law, ex- 
cepting Newton, between 1647 and about 1660 (Starr, 1647, Heirs 
or Eyres, 1652, Lee, 1653, and Travers, given as about 1660).” 
John Newton, Jr., born probably about 1657-1660, would be con- 
temporary with these sons-in-law, whereas Thomas Newton, 
his much younger half-brother, sometimes regarded as the one 
who married an Allerton, was born in 1678, hence from eighteen 
to thirty-one years younger than the above named sons-in-law 
of Isaac Allerton. The supposition that Thomas Newton mar- 
ried an Allerton has rested alone on the fact that he had a son 
Willoughby, but there is definite proof that Willoughby Newton’s 
mother was Elizabeth Storke, whence the name Willoughby in 
this instance appears to have been bestowed, as in several other 
Westmoreland families of the time, not related to either Aller- 
tons or Willoughbys, in honor of some friend of the parents, 
presumably Willoughby Allerton, a prominent man in the county 
in the first quarter of the eighteenth century.” 

Mary Newton is named in three depositions (1709) as mother 
of the eldest son of John Newton, Jr., and surviving the latter, 
was probably his only wife. The family removed early to Staf- 
ford County. In July, 1693, John Newton, Jr., petitioned in 
Stafford court regarding place for rolling tobacco, stating that 
he “hath Seated a back Plantation not farr from Mr> Sarah ' 
Hewits” (Stafford Court Orders 1689-1693, p. 361). It is likely 
that his father, prior to his will, had given John some land, as 


Harvard (1650), sojourning a brief while at New Haven before he 
settled permanently in Virginia. 


*Tsaac Allerton’s children were: 
(by 1st wife) Elizabeth, b. 1653; m. (1) Benjamin Starr. 
(2) Simon Eyres or Heirs. 
; Isaac, b. 1655 (not named in father’s will). 
(by 2d wife) Willoughby, b. about 1665. 
Frances, b. before 1670; m. Samuel Travers, about 
1685 (older than Sarah, then 14). 
Sarah, b. 1670 or 1671 (d. May 17, 1731, aged 60) ; 
m. Hancock Lee. 
Mary (Newton), b. (conjecture) just before or 
after Willoughby. 
Elizabeth Willoughby was the wife of Isaac Allerton at least from 
Feb. 20, 1663, to April, 1672. 


% See further evidence under Thomas Newton. 
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he did his younger sons, Benjamin and Gerrard. Under the will, 
besides the English property and other bequests, John was to 
receive, together with his brothers Joseph and Benjamin, the 
moiety of 2150 acres (held by testator in common with Col. 
Fitzhugh). The will, as already stated, was proved July 28, 1697. 
John Newton, Jr., did not long survive his father. He died 
prior to Oct. 29, 1699, when a deed made by his brother Ben- 
jamin names boundary of “John Newton Jun: Deced” (Stafford 
Book Z, pp. 6-8). His widow and executrix, Mary Newton, 
quickly followed him. An account of the estate of John Newton, 
presented in Stafford court, April 10, 1700, includes these items: 
“To Funeral Expences on Mary Newton Execr: to her husband 
John Newton”; “To 80 [lbs. tobacco] pt Mr Secry for Probat 
of Jno & Mary Newtons Will”; “To 4 Evidences for proving 
John & Mary Newtons Will.” A “Post Inventory of John New- 
ton’s Estate” was also given in, John Reynolds, executor (pre- 
sumably serving as executor after death of the widow Mary). 
(Stafford Book Z, p. 20). The volume containing the will of 
John and Mary Newton unfortunately is missing. It is clear 
from Isaac Allerton’s will, as already stated, that his daughter 
Mrs. Newton was no longer living at that date (Oct. 25, 1702) 
and a son of hers named in her stead, for testator desires that 
the legacies to his daughters (Mrs. Heirs, Mrs. Travers and 
Mrs. Lee) and grandson (Allerton Newton) be deemed “in lieu 
& full satisfaction of their filial portions or childs parts of my 
Estate.” The given name of Allerton Newton sufficiently accounts 
for his being chosen to inherit his mother’s portion, as well as 
the fact that William, the eldest son of John Newton, Jr., as 
shown by other records, had already been abundantly provided 
for, and according to entail of lands devised to his relatives, stood 
a chance of coming into considerably more property. 


The lack of parish registers and Bible records prevents our 
knowing the names of all the children born in the early Newton 
families of Westmoreland and we discover only those who survived 
to be named in wills and other public records. In the family of 
John, Jr., and Mary Newton at the date of his father’s will 
(1695) there were four children (grandchildren of testator), each 
of whom was to receive by the will 1000 Ibs. of tobacco. Neither 
their names nor their sex are stated, but at least two of them 
were sons, for in the three depositions of 1709 is mention of 
“the eldest son of John Newton [Jr.] and Mary his wife,” which 
indicates that! there was at least one other son. Such other son 
was presumably not named John, for the reason that John Newton, 
Sr., in his will twice names, in entail of lands, his grandson John, 
son of his second son, Joseph, and leaves to him, by codicil 
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(afterwards revoked), 200 acres of land, all of which suggests 
that Joseph’s son John was the only namesake of testator among 
his grandsons when the will was drawn. All of the grand- 
children were very young at the time, hence there were hardly 
reasons as yet for partiality on the part of the grandfather. 


(To be continued) 
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MatTrTHEW FONTAINE MAunrRY, THE PATHFINDER OF THE SEAS, by Charles 
Lee Lewis, Associate Professor United States Naval Academy, 1927, 
the United States Naval Institute, Annapolis, 255 pp. 


To hear the name of Maury, surely in Virginia, is to arouse attention. 
To those who have studied his geographies in the far distant school- 
room and have heard their fathers and grandfathers speak often of him 
and of his deeds his name brings pleasant memories, but it must be 
admitted that a knowledge of Maury thus acquired is sadly disjointed 
and is inadequate; and many have longed for the day when some dis- 
cerning person with a patient and loving hand would spread before the 
eye some biography of Maury and lead us on a pleasant journey through 
the 67 years of his life, showing us the man as he was, at home and on 
the street, the man at work, his thoughts, his motives, his works and his 
powers of perception and of reason. All this has been well done for 
us by Prof. Lewis in his Life of Maury. We rise after a perusal 
of his book) with a comprehension of the man that quickens the pulse 
and with a positive assurance in our minds that his example and his 
achievements for mankind have entitled him to a place far more prom- 
inent in our history than has been assigned him. The actual facts far 
outrun all that is commonly thought of the importance of the man 
or that the brief accounts of Maury’s life already in print have dis- 
closed: and it must be observed that Prof. Lewis as a true historian has 
-_ his narrative readable and attractive by a statement of the mere 
acts. 


When we have learned of the many directions into which Maury at 
an early age turned his thoughts, of the faculties which he acquired in 
succession, of the increasing acuteness of his perception, of his strength- 
ened power to reason—a steady growth over a period of nearly fifty 
years—we are driven to the inquiry whence came these powers, for 
when in the year 1825, at the age of nineteen years, he had secured 
from General Samuel Houston a midshipman’s warrant and he began 
his long ride from his home in Tennessee to the Atlantic Coast to re- 
ceive an assignment to some ship in the navy, his education had been 
of the slenderest kind—all his learning had been acquired in a little 
primitive school on what was then quite a frontier with the addition 
of what he had gathered from his refined parents. At this time we 
see that there was fixed in him that determination which remained with 
him to the last to squander none of the precious hours of life and to 
devote himself solely to great purposes. Maury had great mental gifts 
but equally so had numbers of other persons of his generation of whom 
there is not now the faintest echo: and whether Maury received that 
masterful resolve from his parents or from himself or from some other 
source we know not, but to that resolve the world is a great debtor. 

Maury, self-reliant and ruler of his own self, was in the srtictest 
sense artificer of his own fortune. He ploughed his way by his own 
efforts through all difficulties, and while still a young man had at- 
tained a world-wide reputation. 
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It was a happy choice that Maury made of the navy for that service 
opened to him at sea and on shore fields in which he could give full 
play to his powers of observation and reason. In 1839 he received a 
permanent injury from the over-turning of a stage coach but it was 
doubtless to this misfortune that he owed a willingness to accept an 
appointment in 1842 to take charge of the Depot of Charts & Instru- 
ments at Washington where he continued and expanded scientific in- 
vestigations of the greatest importance—a work that lasted to 1861 
when he resigned to enter the service of the Confederate States. It 
would prolong too much this notice were the attempt made to follow 
with Prof. Lewis the various avocations of Maury—first of all a man 
of science, bending as it were the laws of nature to the use of mankind 
and cheering those around him to search farther and deeper, an inventor, 
a forceful writer of works on science and a writer also in the public 
journals on many subjects, foreign agent of the Confederate States, and 
skilful on the platform in presenting his views. By nature he was a 
teacher and it was his forte to direct the minds of others to search 
for a hidden subject. Maury was a modest man and the many honors 
from abroad that were poured into his lap took away none of his sweet 
simplicity. No one fo his shipmates nor any person that conversed 
with Maury ever forgot him. Prof. Lewis brings all this to light, 
nor does he neglect the manliness of Maury in adversity, for dark 
clouds sometime hung lowering over his head: his son John lost his 
life in a mysterious way near Vicksburg while in the Confederate 
service, and as a result of the war Maury lost all his property and he 
= in exile for several years, though busily engaged in research all 

e time. 

Maury lived and died in the simple Christian faith of his ancestors, 
and the 130th Psalm was with him a favorite part of the Scriptures. 
His private life was an example of sanity and purity: no impure word 
escaped his lips, he was a poor man and had no desire for property 
beyond what was needed for his large family and himself, affable under 
his own roof and beyond it he was firm, even stubborn, when firmness 
was proper, his sense of integrity was lofty, a lover of mankind he 
was free from malice and envy, he urged young men to seek the noble 
ends of life, given to hospitality he was free from all paltriness, he 
bound friends to him with hooks of steel. It was not unnatural that 
Virginia should be proud that he is a son of her soil. 

The work of Prof. Lewis should be of interest to many persons but 
to the young man with his mind and eye fixed on the far horizon it 
is a work of great importance. 


Richmond, March 30, 1928. 


DANIEL GRINNAN. 
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